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Milltown  Mills 


JAMES  J.  MAGUIRE,  B.D.S. 


The  firm,  of  David  Bolger  and  Sons  at  Milltown  Mills  near  Ferns 
ceased  production  in  1928.  With  its  closing  ended  an  almost  unique 
story  from  Irish  industrial  history.  Here  was  an  entirely  rural 
industry  which,  for  sixty  years,  had  given  employment  to  an  average 
work  force  of  approximately  sixty  men,  and  gained  in  this  time  a 
reputation  which  was  not  surpassed  by  any  similar  industry  in 
Ireland. 

Thaddeus  Bolger,  born  in  1803  at  Tinnashrule,  came  of  a family 
where  metalwork  was  already  an  established  tradition.  The  forge 
at  Ballybeg  in  the  townland  of  Kilthomas  where  he  worked  was,  it 
can  be  assumed,  a typically  progressive  one  of  its  time.  Local 
demand,  domestic  as  well  as  agricultural,  required  a formidable  range 
of  products.  These  would  include  items  varying  from  hearth  cranes 
and  pothangers  to  iron  gates  and  common  ploughs.  Knives,  hooks, 
hoes  and  all  other  iron  and  steel  implements  used  in  the  locality 
were  made  to  order. 

Spades  were  also  made  at  Ballybeg,  mainly,  it  seems,  of  the  single 
eared  loy  type,  variations  of  which  are  still  in  common  use.  Spade 
making  however  was  discontinued  at  an  early  stage.  Without  the 
use  of  the  water  driven  side  hammer,  the  work  was  very  heavy. 
Moreover,  the  very  large  number  of  patterns  required  to  suit  varying 
soil  conditions,  different  crops,  and  different  methods  of  digging  in 
even  a relatively  small  region,  discouraged  efforts  to  attract  a wide 
market  for  this  implement.  A more  compelling  reason  at  Ballybeg, 
however,  may  well  have  been  the  growing  reputation  of  the  forge  in 
another  branch  of  its  activity. 

Having  regard  to  time  and  place,  it  is  tempting  to  suggest  that 
Thaddeus  Bolger  may  have  learned  his  trade,  in  part  at  least,  from 
former  pike  makers.  In  any  event  it  is  clear  that  he  had  gained  early 
renown  as  a hook  maker.  Such  a reputation,  like  that  of  a good  sword 
maker  in  earlier  times,  ensured  a demand  for  his  products  extending, 
inevitably,  beyond  his  own  locality.  Tradition  indicates  that  the 
most  popular  hook  produced  here  was  a straight  bladed  slash  hook 
type. 
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The  Past 


To  produce  edge  tools  in  quantity  at  an  economic  rate  required 
rotating  grinding  stones.  Effective  motive  power  was  needed,  and  in 
rural  Ireland  in  the  early  nineteenth  century  this  implied  the  use  of 
the  water  wheel.  This  was  not  available  at  Ballybeg,  and  so  the 
business  was  transferred  in  part  at  least,  some  five  miles  to  the  north, 
to  a small  mill  on  a tributary  stream  of  the  Bann  situated  at  Ballin- 
tim  near  Camolin.  Here  started  the  first  mechanised  stage  of  the 
industry.  It  is  very  likely  that  general  smithwork  was  still  continued, 
but  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  the  mill,  at  any  rate,  the  manufacture 
of  hooks  and  later  of  sickles  was  the  principle  activity  in  a now 
thriving  enterprise. 

The  establishment  at  Ballintim  was  not  of  long  duration.  It  is 
probable  that  the  flow  of  water  in  Summer  was  inadequate  to 
provide  dependable  power,  particularly  with  the  increasing  demands 
for  further  mechanisation.  Consequently  the  hook  mill,  as  it  is 
henceforth  described,  was  established  at  Milltown  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Bann,  and  just  downstream  from  Milltown  Bridge.  Here 
again  a small  existing  mill  building  was  used,  the  waterflow  being 
channelled  and  accelerated  by  a weir. 

The  hook  maker  had  a somewhat  similar  problem  to  the  spade 
maker,  legarding  the  number  of  different  patterns  it  was  necessary 
to  produce,  in  order  to  cater  for  demand  in  a territorially  expanding 
market.  That  the  Bolger  implements  achieved  such  wide  renown  in 
the  years  immediately  following  the  move  to  Milltown  is  an  indication 
of  the  diversity  as  well  as  the  quality  of  the  products. 

The  toothed  corn  sickle  was  at  this  time  the  speciality  of  the  firm. 
By  i860  it  was  claimed  and  apparently  conceded  that  for  ‘temper, 
quality,  and  proof’,  it  had  no  equal  in  Ireland.  The  work  force  at 
the  hook  mill  was  necessarily  small  and  probably  never  exceeded  a 
dozen  men. 

When  Thaddeus  Bolger  died  in  1862,  the  principle  direction  of  the 
business  had  already  passed  to  his  son  David.  He  was  by  this  time  a 
skilled  smith  and  implement  designer.  He  was  also  a man  of  great 
energy  and  vision,  whose  accuracy  in  assessing  the  needs  of  the 
expanding  market  for  agricultural  implements,  was  well  demon- 
strated by  his  subsequent  success. 

The  hook  mill  had  now  become  inadequate,  both  in  space,  and  in 
the  power  which  the  small  wheel  could  provide.  The  Bolgers,  father 
and  son,  must  often  have  stood  on  Milltown  Bridge  and  looked 
enviously  upstream.  A hundred  yards  away,  on  the  left  bank,  was  a 
much  larger  mill  which  for  generations  had  been  grinding  corn  for 
the  surrounding  area.  Here  there  was  a fine  mill  race  and  a large 
water  wheel.  The  opportunity  came  in  1870.  By  then  even  the  larger 
mills  were  feeling  the  effects  of  the  repeal  of  the  corn  laws  in  1846. 
The  famine  had  provided  a stimulus  for  these  larger  mills  when  the 
government  allowed  the  import  of  large  quantities  of  maize.  This, 
when  ground,  provided  a foodstuff  as  Indian  meal.  The  popular 
taste  for  ‘Yellow  Meal’  soon  waned  however,  when  huge  quantities 
of  cheap  imported  wheat,  mainly  from  America,  resulted  in  the  wide- 
spread availability  of  wheaten  flour.  New  roller  stock  milling 
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methods  were  introduced  to  produce  this  flour,  but  they  were  beyond 
the  resources  of  even  the  bigger  rural  mills.  Matthew  Kinch,  who 
had  worked  the  Milltown  Mill  for  many  years,  sold  his  interest  in  it 
to  David  Bolger. 

The  firm  was  now  David  Bolger  and  Sons  of  Milltown  Mills.  A 
new  iron  mill  wheel  was  installed.  Forges  were  built  which  eventu- 
ally covered  half  an  acre,  housing  20  fires  and  three  furnaces.  Another 
new  building  contained  grinding  and  machine  shops  as  well  as 
departments  for  fitting  and  finishing.  A new  packing  room  measured 
80ft  by  25ft.  The  mill  was  kept  at  its  original  work  grinding  corn 
for  the  general  public  as  well  as  for  the  trade. 

The  work  force  was  now  greatly  expanded,  and  another  generation 
learned  the  new  trade  of  manufacturing  edge  tools  in  quantity,  by  a 
fusion  of  the  old  crafts  of  the  forge  and  the  new  ones  of  the  factory. 
In  1879  David  Bolger,  now  assisted  by  his  sons,  introduced  a signifi- 
cant new  addition  to  the  firm’s  products.  The  scythe  was  a relative 
newcomer  to  the  Irish  agricultural  scene.  In  many  parts  it  was 
unsuited  to  the  small  fields  and  stoney  sward.  Apart  from  a few 
areas  like  the  rich  central  midlands,  hay  making  had  little  part  in  the 
traditional  system  of  Irish  farming.  Oatstraw  was  the  mainstay  of 
winter  livestock  feeding,  supplemented  by  grazing  on  the  outfield 
grasses.  Grass,  if  required  for  feeding,  was  cut  with  the  smooth 
edged  grass  hook,  also  called  the  scythe  hook. 

The  long  handled  scythe  increased  in  popularity  with  a growth  in 
the  importance  of  haymaking  to  farm  economy.  It  was  only  how- 
ever when  it  began  to  replace  the  sickle  for  cutting  corn,  that  it 
became  apparent  that  quantity  production  would  soon  be  required 
to  augment  the  necessarily  slow  output  of  the  forges.  Character- 
istically, Bolgers  were  first  in  the  field,  and  for  many  years  they 
could  claim  to  be  the  only  manufacturers  of  patent  scythes  in 
Ireland. 

New  expertise  was  now  required,  mainly  for  tempering,  hardening 
and  ‘straightening’  the  new  scythe  blades.  Thomas  Lee,  a specialist 
in  this  craft,  was  brought  from  Sheffield  to  join  the  firm.  Tom  Lee’s 
secret  process  became  somewhat  of  a legend,  but  it  is  obvious  that 
he  soon  passed  on  his  skills  to  a number  of  others. 

Recognition  in  another  form  was  now  forthcoming.  At  the  Dublin 
and  Cork  exhibitions  of  1882  and  1883  respectively,  highest  prize 
medals  were  awarded  to  the  firm  for  the  ‘general  superiority’  of  their 
exhibits.  These  included  scythes,  sickles,  hay  knives,  reaping  and 
mowing  machine  knives,  bill  hooks,  hoes,  patent  hooks,  chaff,  straw 
and  turnip  cutting  machine  knives.  Apart  from  being  a tribute  to  the 
quality  of  the  implements,  the  rate  of  expansion  and  the  diversific- 
ation of  the  products  were  also  highlighted. 

Press  advertising  which  appears  at  this  time  has  a decidedly 
national  flavour  : ‘Messrs.  Bolger  & Sons  ...  in  active  competition 
with  the  best  scythe  and  hook  makers  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and 
by  none  are  they  outdone  in  style  and  finish.’  And  again,  under  the 
heading  ‘Encourage  Home  Trade’:  ‘Sickles  and  hooks  of  all  kinds, 
patent  scythes  and  machine  knives,  warranted  equal  if  not  superior 
to  any  imported.’ 
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David  Bolger  died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  fifty  six.  His  achievement 
in  a short  time,  was,  by  any  standard,  a notable  one.  With  his 
contemporary  Philip  Pierce  of  Wexford,  he  undoubtedly  ranks  as  a 
major  figure  in  the  formative  period  of  this  branch  of  Irish  industry. 

Business  continued  to  expand  under  the  management  of  his  sons 
Thaddeus  and  Brian.  The  great  bulk  of  output  was  absorbed  by  the 
home  market  but  a significant  quantity  of  exports  included  some  to 
parts  as  remote  as  South  Africa.  It  is  interesting  to  note  some  con- 
ditions of  hours  and  pay,  which  are  probably  typical  of  many 
industries  in  Ireland  towards  the  end  of  the  century.  Work  started 
at  7 a.m.  and  finished  at  6 p.m.  On  Saturday  the  working  day  was 
7 a.m.  to  3 p.m.  It  is  worth  remembering  that  by  now  the  reduction 
in  the  working  week  had  already  started  ; in  1885,  the  starting  time 
had  been  6 a.m.  Annual  leave  was  still  a thing  for  the  future.  Pay- 
ment in  most  departments  was  by  piece  rate.  Sixpence  an  hour 
appears  to  have  been  an  average  rate  of  earning.  A particular  ex- 
ample of  remuneration  at  this  time  was  two  pence  per  dozen  blades 
for  chiseling  the  teeth  in  sickles.  With  two  or  three  hundred  teeth 
in  each  sickle,  an  output  of  3 dozen  per  hour  indicates  formidable 
dexterity  and  skill.  Payment  on  this  scale  might  seem  to  suggest 
exploitation  in  the  infamous  traditions  of  the  nineteenth  century. 
Perspective  is  restored,  however,  on  learning,  that  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  the  profits  shared  by  David  Bolger  and  his  Sons  were 
calculated  at  a total  of  £360  per  annum. 

The  limitations  of  the  water  wheel  caused  by  the  seasonal  variation 
in  water  supply,  made  its  replacement  as  a power  source  inevitable. 
This  took  the  form  of  a sixty  horsepower  producer  gas  engine, 
fuelled  by  anthracite.  Subsequently  all  machinery  was  operated 
from  this,  with  the  exception  of  the  mill,  which  continued  to  use  the 
water  wheel. 

General  smithwork  and  ornamental  metalwork,  while  over- 
shadowed by  the  more  widespread  fame  of  the  edge  tools,  enjoyed  a 
well  founded  reputation  for  quality  and  artistry.  Products  from 
these  departments  will  provide  a record  of  the  firm’s  activities  for 
many  years  to  come.  Many  fine  gates  and  railings  remain,  although 
the  requirements  of  mechanised  farming  have  inevitably  reduced 
the  number  of  the  former.  A commission  from  the  late  Pádraig 
Kehoe  (‘Hy  Kinsella’)  of  Enniscorthy  is  of  special  interest.  This  is  a 
paling  in  the  lawn  and  avenue  of  his  former  residence  at  Riversdale, 
and  is  characterised  by  a unique  alternating  shamrock  and  pike 
head  motif.  The  present  owner  of  the  house, — by  happy  incident  a 
grand-daughter  of  David  Bolger — tells  how  the  wife  of  a previous 
occupant,  who  could,  for  good  reason,  be  excused  for  not  recognising 
a pike  head  as  such,  had  explained  it  to  her  as  a half  fleur-de-lys  ! 

The  factory  at  Milltown  continued  to  thrive  through  the  first  two 
decades  of  the  century.  The  years  of  the  first  great  war  were  par- 
ticularly busy  in  the  absence  of  British  and  Continental  competition, 
and  the  universal  shortage  of  steel  does  not  appear  to  have  caused 
great  difficulties. 

Brian  Bolger  died  in  1900  and  Thaddeus  in  1912,  to  be  succeeded 
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in  management  by  their  respective  sons  Bernard  and  David. 

In  July  1920  the  firm  suffered  a disastrous  setback.  A fire  destroyed 
the  greater  part  of  the  factory  buildings  along  with  their  contents. 
Although  reconstruction  was  rapid,  and  loss  to  production  surprising- 
ly small,  the  event  marked  the  beginning  of  a definite  loss  of  momen- 
tum in  the  progress  of  the  firm.  A large  extension  of  the  milling 
business  which  had  been  planned  before  the  fire  was  never  sub- 
sequently implemented,  and,  in  fact  milling  activity  was  dormant 
until  the  final  closure.  The  reviving  export  business  also  appears  to 
have  suffered  a serious  setback. 

It  is  hardly  relevant  to  consider  the  reasons  why  the  firm  closed 
when  it  did.  It  can  be  said  however  that  economists  of  the  present 
day  would  be  unlikely  to  agree  that  such  drastic  action  was  necessary. 
The  loss  to  Ferns  and  the  surrounding  area  was  obviously  great. 
Hardship  was  lessened  for  some  when  Messrs  Pierces  of  Wexford, 
having  acquired  much  of  the  factory  plant,  provided  employment 
for  a substantial  number  of  the  redundant  men. 

It  is  worthy  of  note,  if  only  as  a cautionary  tale  to  local  historians 
present  and  future,  that  not  a trace  remains  of  the  premises  which 
successively  housed  the  industry  from  its  inception.  When  it  is 
remembered  that  the  buildings  at  Milltown  Mills  covered  at  least  an 
acre,  the  importance  and  urgency  of  predicting  the  pathways  of  the 
bulldozer  are  all  too  apparent. 


‘ ROBERT  PHAIRE  AND  ELIZABETH  GROGAN’ 

Hore  Ms.  No.  33,  p.  117,  has  the  following  note: 

‘The  above  Robert  Phaire  seems  to  have  been  a man  of  bad 
character  and  dissolute  habits,  and  was  tried,  convicted,  and 
transported  for  bigamy.’  See  article  in  The  Past  viii  (1970) 
36-42. 


Some  Eighteenth  Century 
Petitions 


Volume  73  of  the  Pole  Hore  manuscripts,  left  by  Captain  Philip  H. 
Hore  to  St  Peter’s  College,  Wexford,  is  described  on  the  title-page 
as  follows  : ‘Petitions  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Lords  Justices,  &c. 
of  Ireland  between  the  years  1697  and  1800,  from  Landed  Proprietors, 
Merchants,  &c.,  in  the  County  of  Wexford.  From  the  original 
State  Papers,  Dublin  Castle,  by  Philip  H.  Hore.’  In  a preface  to  the 
manuscript,  dated  24  November  1894,  Hore  writes  : 

‘I  have  collected  these  petitions  to  the  Lords  Lieutenant  and 
Lords  Justices  and  others  of  the  Privy  Council  of  Ireland  from  the 
mass  of  State  Papers  at  present  in  the  Bermingham  Tower*  of 
Dublin  Castle,  some  of  which  are  already  deposited  in  their  final 
resting  place — the  Public  Record  Office  at  the  Four  Courts.  The 
Number  of  the  Carton,  and  the  number  of  the  petition  in  the  Carton 
are  given  in  the  margin  in  red  ink,  so  that  the  letter  or  petition  itself 
can  easily  be  found. 

‘The  dates  range  from  1697,  the  two  earliest  petitions  which  are 
among  the  Civil  List  collection  (1  E.i.  74)  in  the  Public  Record 
Office,  to  about  1800. 

‘Some  of  these  are  interesting  as  matters  of  history  shewing  the 
employment  of  “Informers”,  and  the  state  of  society,  death  for 
petty  thefts,  the  abduction  of  heiresses,  the  collections  made  in  the 
different  churches  for  the  poor  under  the  control  of  the  above  Lords, 
&c.,  &c. 

T have  given  several  facsimiles  of  the  signatures  of  petitioners, 
and  the  whole  of  the  signatures  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  1722  in  the 
Mountain  of  Forth  case,  page  120,  is  appended. 

T have  also  made  some  rough  tracings  of  the  Common  Seals  of 
New  Ross  & Wexford.’ 

The  ‘signatures  of  the  Grand  Jury  of  1722’  are  shown  in  facsimile 
in  a ‘frontispiece’.  Some  of  these  I have  not  been  able  to  decipher 
but,  for  those  interested,  a photograph  of  the  signatures  is  given  in 
Volume  v of  Hore’s  ‘History’,  p.  397.  Eight  pages  following  Hore’s 
preface  are  occupied  by  an  index  of  personal  and  place  names,  not 
printed  here. 

All  the  longer  items  and  some  shorter  pieces — almost  three 
quarters  of  the  contents  of  the  manuscript — have  already  been 
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published,  principally  in  Hore's  ‘ History’ f issued  between  1900  and 
1911 ; one  set  of  documents,  those  dealing  with  the  case  of  Elizabeth 
Grogan  and  Robert  Phaire,  was  published  in  No.  8 (1970)  of  this 
journal.  The  remainder  of  the  manuscript  is  printed  below. 

The  items  are  given  in  the  order  in  which  they  are  found  in  the 
manuscript,  with  the  original  Carton  and  petition  numbers  in  each 
case.  I have  reprinted  the  titles  of  those  already  published,  indicat- 
ing where  they  are  to  be  found,  so  that  this  article  can  be  considered 
as  a complete  calendar  of  Hore  Ms.  No.  73.  I have  expanded  silently 
the  abbreviations  used  in  the  manuscript,  e.g.,  'humble  petition’ 
for  'h.p.’  ; ‘Petitioner’  for  ‘Petr’  ; ‘Memorialist’  for  ‘Mem1’  ; etc. 

As  stated  in  the  ‘Preface’,  these  documents  were  copied  from  the 
originals  in  Dublin  Castle.  All  the  originals  were  subsequently 
transferred  to  the  Public  Record  Office  at  the  Four  Courts,  and 
Hore’s  description  of  this  as  ‘their  final  resting  place’  was  ironically 
prophetic  as  they  were  all  destroyed  there  in  the  disastrous  fire  in 
1922. 


SÉAMAS  S.  DE  VÁL 


Pp.  1-4  [i] 

The  humble  Petition  of  Alexander  Alcock,  clerk 1 (Dublin  Pub.  Rec. 
Off.  J.  38J,  Carton  212,  No.  58) 

Sheweth 

That  he  is  tenant  to  the  Crown  for  the  lands  set  apart  for  the 
support  and  maintenance  of  His  Majesty’s  Fort  of  Duncannon,  and 
by  the  terms  of  his  Lease  is  obliged  to  lay  out  the  sum  of  £600  on  the 
premises  and  especially  on  the  town  of  Passage  which  is  in  great 
danger  (if  timely  care  be  not  taken  of  it)  of  being  washed  away  by 
the  sea. 

That  there  is  at  the  said  town  of  Passage  an  old  fort  in  ruins,  the 
outward  wall  whereof  is  in  most  places  undermined  by  the  water, 
and  a whole  flanker  whereof  fell  down  last  winter,  as  the  rest  must  do 
in  a little  time,  and  unless  care  be  taken  of  it,  or  a wall  be  built 
in  its  stead,  all  other  endeavours  to  keep  out  the  tyde  from  the  said 
town  of  Passage  will  be  to  no  purpose. 

That  if  the  said  fort  was  repaired  and  a barrack  built  on  it  for  a 
Foot  Company  (as  was  formerly  designed  by  the  Marquess  of 

f Hore’s  History  of  the  Town  and  County  of  Wexford,  published  in  six  volumes 
as  follows  : — 

i ‘ Old  and  New  Ross  ’ ; 

ii  ‘ Tintern  Abbey,  Rosegarland  and  Clonmines  ’ ; 

iii  ‘ Dunbrody  Abbey,  the  Great  Island,  Ballyhack,  etc.’  ; 

iv  ‘ Duncannon  Fort  and  the  Southern  Part  of  the  Barony  of  Shelburne 

v ‘ The  Town  of  Wexford,  Taghmon  and  Harperstown  ’ ; 

vi  ' Ferns,  Enniscorthy,  Gorey,  Newtownbarry  and  North  of  County  ’. 


Quoted  briefly  Hore  iv  246. 
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Winchester  and  Earl  of  Gallway  when  Lords  Justices,  who  viewed 
the  ground  and  would  have  given  orders  therein  had  they  continued 
in  the  Government)  it  would  be  a good  means,  not  only  to  promote 
the  interest  of  His  Majesty’s  tenants  there  but  would  be  also  a great 
security  to  the  trade  of  Waterford,  Ross,  and  other  places  lying  on 
that  great  and  navigable  river. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  your  Excellency 
will  give  directions  for  repairing  the  said  fort  and  putting  it  into 
a condition  as  a barrack  to  receive  a Foot  Company,  or  if  it  shall  not 
be  thought  proper  so  to  do,  that  your  petitioner  may  have  liberty  to 
make  use  of  the  stones  belonging  to  it  to  build  a wall  to  prevent  the 
encroachments  of  the  sea,  the  said  fort  as  it  is  being  of  no  manner 
of  use  and  the  guns  removed  from  it  as  a defenceless  place  about 
12  years  ago. 


And  your  petitioner  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

(Unsigned) 


Waterford.  29  June  1724.  My  Lord, 

I received  from  Col.  Kennedy  the  petition  of  Alex  Alcock,  clerk, 
which  was  presented  to  your  Lordship  for  the  building  of  a barrack 
for  a Company  of  Foot  in  the  old  fort  att  Passage.  In  obedience  to 
your  Lordship’s  order  I went  to  the  place  and  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge I do  not  think  what  the  Petitioner  desires  is  practicable.  The 
destruction  the  sea  has  made  upon  the  fort  has  rendered  itt  in- 
capable of  any  usefull  repair  ha  vein  g never  had  a good  foundation, 
neither  is  there  place  in  itt  (if  it  were  to  be  repaired)  for  the  building 
of  such  a barrack  and  to  give  room  for  the  mounting  of  cannon  to 
make  itt  usefull. 

Your  Petitioner  by  the  terms  of  his  Lease  is  to  lay  out  £600  which 
summ  would  be  butt  of  small  use  either  for  the  repairing  of  the  old 
or  the  makeing  of  a new  fortification  that  could  be  of  great  use  for 
the  trade  of  the  river.  Neither  could  the  fort  (tho’  your  Petitioner 
setts  forth)  keep  the  tide  from  comeing  into  the  town  of  Passage 
being  distanced  from  itt  about  5 or  6 hundred  yards  which  can’t  be 
otherwise  prevented  then2  by  makeing  a wall  from  the  fort  to  the 
town  and  raiseing  the  key  considerably  higher  then  it  is.  The 
stones  of  the  old  fort  might  be  very  usefull  as  your  Petitioner 
desires  for  the  makeing  of  works  to  prevent  the  inundations  which  as 
I’m  inform’d  are  very  great  in  the  winter. 

If  I could  have  gott  any  surveying  instruments  here,  I would  have 
made  a plan  of  the  place  which  would  have  explained  itt  much  better 
to  your  Lordship  then  I can  doe  by  writing. 


2 Sic. 


I am  &c, 

Ja  : Kennedy 
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The  Petition  of  Arthur  Barker  of  Wexford,  Merchant  (C.  213,  No.  332) 
Humbly  sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  hath  a ship  called  the  Fanny  of  Wexford, 
burthen  about  35  tuns,  built  in  Ireland,  Christopher  Tayler,  master, 
navigated  with  6 men  and  a boy,  the  master  included,  subjects  of 
His  Majesty,  no  guns. 

That  your  Petitioner  intend[s]  to  lead2a  said  ship  with  beanes 
for  Rochell. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  humbly  prays  your  Excellencies  to 
grant  him  a pass  for  said  voyage  to  Rochell. 

&c.,  &c. , (Signed)  Ar.  Barker 

[Endorsed]  Dublin  Castle,  15  July  1748.  Petitioner  granted  by 
Lords  Justices.  (Signed)  Thos.  Waite. 

5-i6  [iii] 

The  humble  petition  of  Miles  Boland  [1715]  (C.  215,  No.  736) 

[Concerns  his  expenses  incurred  in  preventing  recruitment  for  the 
Pretender  in  Gorey  district  in  1714.  Printed  Hore  vi  623-7.] 

17- 18  [iv] 

The  humble  Petition  of  Richard  Butler  of  New  Rosse,  Merchant 
[1704/5]  (C.  218,  No.  1296) 

[Deals  with  his  losses  due  to  Privateers  and  his  resulting  debts. 
Printed  Hore  i 375.] 

18- 19  [v] 

To  His  Excellency  William  Earl  of  Harrington,  Lord 
Lieutenant  General  and  General  Governor  of  Ireland 

The  humble  Petition  of  Alar gar ett  Byrne  (C.  218,  No.  1322) 

Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  is  the  daughter  of  Colonel  Dudley  Colclough 
late  of  Mochorry  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  Esquire,  deceased,  and 
wife  of  Charles  Byrne,  Esquire,  who  is  son  of  Sir  Gregory  Byrne, 
Bart.,  deceased,  by  his  wife  the  Honourable  Margarett  Fleming, 
daughter  to  Lord  Slane. 

That  the  said  Charles  Byrne  when  he  married  your  Petitioner 
had  a good  Estate,  but  by  many  misfortunes  and  losses  in  the  world 


2a  sic.  lege  load  ? 
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is  rendered  unable  to  maintain  himself,  your  Petitioner,  or  their 
seven  helpless  children. 

Y our  Petitioner,  therefore,  is  constrained  thus  humbly  to  lay  the 
circumstances  of  her  case  before  your  Excellency,  relying  on  your 
Excellency’s  general  benevolence  for  a share  of  His  Majesty’s 
bounty. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency  most  graciously  to  order  that  your 
Petitioner  may  have  such  a part  of  the  usual  Concordatum-money 
as  to  your  Excellency  shall  seem  proper. 

And  she  will  ever  pray. 

No  Date.  (Unsigned) 

19  [in  pencil]  [vi] 

[Petition  of  Margaret  Byrne]  (C.  218,  No.  1323) 

Note  [by  Hore].  There  is  another  petition  from  Margaret  Byrne 
without  date  and  unsigned  under  sentence  of  death  for  the  theft  of 
£1  is.  id.  from  a Joan  Brandy  in  a chaple  in  Bridge  St.,  Dublin. 
Prays  for  Pardon  from  the  Lords  Justices. 

20-21  [vii] 

To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  and  Councill  of 

Ireland 

The  humble  Petition  of  John  Cliff e,  Esquire 3 (C.  221,  No.  1861) 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  in  the  year  1713  your  Petitioner  was  directed  by  Mr  Edmond 
Schuldham,  then  solicitor  for  the  Crown  in  Criminal  Causes,  to 
prosecute  severall  Popish  Priests  taken  up  by  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  for  the  King’s  County  for  saying  Masse  not  being  Registered, 
and  other  offences,  which  service  he  attended  at  Philipstowne 
Assizes  and  several  of  the  accused  persons  were  found  guilty,  others 
respited. 

That  by  special  Orders  of  the  then  Lords  Justices,  the  late 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  Generali,  together  with  your  Petitioner  and 
others  the  late  Queen’s  Council  did  attend  for  the  space  of  4 days  at 
Kilmainham  in  the  Co.  Dublin  and  did  then  and  there  prosecute 
] Everard  and  severall  other  persons  indicted,  some  for 
Listing  men  for  the  service  of  the  Pretender,  others  for  being  Listed 
in  that  service,  of  whom  severall  were  found  guilty  of  High  Treason.4 

That  at  last  Summer  Assizes  was  Twelvemonth  for  the  Co.  of 
Wexford  the  said  Cliffe  your  Petitioner  and  William  Sweeney, 

3 Quoted  in  part  Hore  vi  627.  John  Cliffe  held  the  position  of  Recorder  of 
New  Ross. 

4 ‘ Mentioned  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hall , vol.  ii,  p.  119  ’ — Hore  vi  627. 
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Esquire,  were  ordered  to  prosecute  severall  persons  at  Wexford, 
some  for  listing,  others  for  being  listed  in  the  service  of  the  Pretender, 
which  they  did  accordingly  attend  and  Bills  were  found  against 
upwards  of  30  persons,  a great  many  of  whom  were  gone  beyond  the 
sea,  and  the  rest  for  want  of  proofe  were  not  then  tryed. 

That  your  Petitioner  did  apply  himself  to  Mr  Schuldham  for 
payment  but  he  being  at  the  time  of  such  application  superseded 
refused  to  pay  your  Petitioner. 

That  the  then  Attorney  and  Sollicitor  General  have  received 
payment  for  their  attendance  at  Kilmainham  but  your  Petitioner 
has  received  no  consideration  for  that  or  any  other  the  before 
mentioned  services. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellencys  &c.,  &c.,  to  order  him 
such  sums  of  money  as  you  shall  think  fitt. 

And  your  Petitioner  will  ever  pray  &c. 

{Signed)  John  Cliffe 

{Endorsed)  Received  4 August  1716. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  John  Cliffe  Esquire 

Dismissed 


22  [viii] 

To  His  Grace  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c.,  &c. 
The  Memorial  of  Lieut.  Agmondisham  Colclough  (C.  221,  No.  1908) 
Humbly  she  wet  h 

That  your  Memorialist  served  in  the  late  Regiment  of  Foot 
commanded  by  Colonel  Edward  Pole  until  the  reducing  thereof, 
having  purchased  his  Lieutenancy. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Grace  to  recommend  your  Memorialist 
to  His  Majesty  for  any  vacant  Company  as  to  your  Grace  shall  seem 
most  propel  . 

{Signed)  Agmondisham  Colclough 


22  [in  pencil]  [viiia] 

[. Examination  of  Valentine  Codd ] (C.  221,  No.  1894) 

Examination  of  Valentine  Codd  of  Newmarket  in  Donore  in 
County  Dublin,  Clothier,  respecting  the  destruction  of  a piece  of 
Broadcloth,  30  Oct.  1747. 

Does  not  appear  to  relate  to  the  County  Wexford. 
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23  [ix] 

To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  of  Ireland  and 
the  Lords  and  others  of  His  Majesty’s  most  Honourable 
Privy  Councell 

The  humble  Petition  of  Caesar  Colclough,  Esquire  (C.  221,  No.  1910) 
Humbly  sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  hath  been  confined  close  Prisoner  in  the 
Castle  of  Dublin  these  five  weeks  past  and  upwards. 

That  your  Petitioner  hath  taken  the  Oaths  and  given  his  present 
Majestie  King  George  all  the  securityes  of  his  true  allegiance  and 
fidelity  by  Law  required,  and  is  not  Contious  to  himselfe  of  haveing 
done  any  thing  to  Incurr  your  Excellencys’  and  Lordshipps’  Sensure, 
and  is  willing  to  give  what  other  security  for  his  good  and  faithfull 
Demeanour  to  his  most  Sacred  Majesty  as  to  your  Excellencys  and 
Lordships  shall  seem  meet. 

And  forasmuch  as  his  long  confinement  hath  already  and  a longer 
Confinement  will  much  impaire  his  health,  your  Petitioner  therefore 
humbly  Beggs  your  Excellencys  and  Lordships  to  discharge  him  out 
of  Custody 

And  he  will  ever  pray  &c. 

(No  date)  (Unsigned) 


24-25  [x] 

To  his  Excellencie  Philip  Earl  of  Chesterfield,  Lord 
Lieutenant  General  &c.  of  Ireland 

The  Memorial  of  Caesar  Colclough  of  Tentren  in  the  Co.  of  Wexford, 
Esquire  (C.  221,  No.  1909) 

Sheweth 

That  your  Memorialist  hath  been  one  of  the  Governors  of  the  said 
County  of  Wexford  and  Knight  of  the  Shier  of  the  said  County  since 
the  first  of  his  present  Majestie’s  Reign. 

That  he  hath  a number  of  Protestant  Tennants  on  his  Estate  and 
Friends  in  the  said  County  well  affected  to  His  Majesty. 

That  whi[l]st  Peace  subsisted  and  a due  Submission  was  paid  to 
His  Majesty’s  Government  your  Memorialist  did  not  think  it  necess- 
ary to  offer  his  Service,  but  as  there  is  now  a most  Audatious  and 
Wicked  attempt  made  in  a neighbouring  Kingdom  against  his  most 
sacred  Person  and  Government  on  the  safety  and  security  whereof 
depends  all  that  is  dear  to  us,  and  an  unnatural  Rebellion  begun, 
Your  Memorialist  begs  leave  to  offer  his  Service  to  His  Majesty 
in  such  manner  as  to  your  Excellency  shall  seem  most  effectual. 

(Signed)  Caesar  ColclouCxH 

(Endorsed)  Commission  granted  to  be  Colonel  of  a Regiment  of 
Dragoons  to  be  raised  in  the  Co.  of  Wexford.  19  Oct.  1745. 


25-26 
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The  humble  petition  of  Barry  Coles,  gent.,  Agent  for  Thomas  Houghton, 
late  of  New  Ross  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  Merchant,  now  a Fugitive 
for  Debt  and  beyond  Seas.  (C.  221,  No.  1941) 

[Printed  Hore  i 395. ]5 

26- 27  [xii] 

To  THEIR  EXCELLENCYS  THE  LORDS  JUSTICES,  &C. 

The  humble  petition  of  Jane  Devoreux,  widow  (C.  225,  No.  2815) 
Most  humbly  sheweth, 

That  your  Petitioner  is  the  widow  of  the  Rev.  Edward  Devoreux, 
late  Chaplain  for  several  years  to  the  Phenix  man  of  war,  who  left 
your  Petitioner  in  a miserable  poor  Condition.  That  your  Petitioner 
is  growne  very  weak,  aged  and  feeble,  and  Continually  tormented 
with  Sickness,  and  is  therefore  entirely  incapable  of  doeing  any 
manner  of  business  whereby  to  gett  her  bread,  and  being  a Stranger 
and  friendless  would  have  certainly  perished  only  for  the  bounty 
and  Charity  of  his  Grace,  the  Lord  Archbishop  of  Dublin. 

Prays  relief  from  the  Concordatum  Fund. 

{Signed)  Jane  Devoreux 

Received  17  December  1726. 

27  [xiii] 

(C.  225,  No.  2820) 

Another  of  the  same  tenor.  States  she  has  several  Friends  in 
North  Britain  who  would  assist  her  if  she  had  enough  to  ‘defray 
her  charges  to  them’.  {No  Date). 

Does  not  appear  to  relate  to  the  Wexford  Family. 

27- 29  [xiv] 

Darby  Dermot  his  petition  (C.  225,  No.  2718) 

[Various  petitioners  seeking  a ban  on  the  export  of  corn  in  con- 
sideration of  their  ‘poverty  and  Danger  of  Pestilence  and  Starving’. 
‘Dated  at  Rosbercum  the  29th  Tan.  A.D.  1711/12.’  Printed  Hore 
i 376-7-] 

5 Note  on  p.  141  of  ms.:  ‘Major  Crookshank  writes  to  me,  8 June  1907  : — 
“ I can’t  say  who  Thos.  Houghton  of  New  Ross  was,  who  was  in  the  Timber 
trade  1751.  He  may  have  been  of  the  Kilmanock  family,  as  they  seem  to  have 
been  connected  with  New  Ross.  I have  an  extract  from  an  Advt.  by  him  in 
Faulkner’s  Dublin  Journal  12-16  Dec.  N.S.  1752,  viz.,  Messrs.  Thos.  Houghton 
& Peter  J oyce  have  sold  their  deal  yard  for  ^2000  to  pay  their  debts,  & the 
Company  is  dissolved,  &c.,  &c.  Mr.  James  Nixon  of  Ross,  Merchant,  is  not 
empowered  by  me  to  receive  any  debts,  &c  (Signed)  Thos.  Houghton.”  ’ 
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29-30  [xv] 

The  Memorial  of  Major  General  Honywood  (C.  237,  No.  4845) 

[Requesting  the  same  salary  as  his  predecessor,  1728.  Printed 
Hore  iv  248.] 


30-31  [xvi] 

To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c. 

The  Petition  of  the  Malsters  of  Enniscorthy  (C.  230,  No.  3486) 

Humbly  sheweth 

That  Petitioners  on  registering  their  houses  were  obliged  by  law 
to  make  a certain  quantity  of  malt.  That  Petitioners  have  now  on 
hand  in  their  own  possession  and  in  the  hands  of  their  factors  in 
Dublin  the  greater  part  of  what  malt  they  made  last  year,  and  which 
from  the  high  price  of  last  year’s  barley  stands  Petitioners  in  about 
40s  per  barrel.  That  on  account  of  the  stoppage  of  the  distilleries 
in  April  last  the  consumption  of  the  brewers  not  being  by  any  means 
equal  to  the  quantity  of  malt  on  hand.  That  the  distilleries  being 
still  prevented  from  consuming  any  part  of  this,  and  the  brewers  now 
allowed  to  make  their  own  malt,  Petitioners’  malt  will  remain  on 
hands  and  become  a total  losse  unless  your  Excellency  and  the 
Honourable  Privy  Councill  will  strike  out  some  mode  that  this  malt 
may  be  made  use  of  or  compensate  your  Petitioners  who  are  in 
general  poor  and  have  not  had  any  other  mode  to  make  out  a lively- 
hood  except  by  malting. 

And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray,  &c. 

Signed  for  and  by  order  of  the  Malsters  of  Enniscorthy. 

(Signed)  Robt.  Woodlock 

Enniscorthy,  8 November  1800. 


31-33  [xvii] 

To  his  Grace  James,  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Lieutenant 

Generall,  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  Sir  Laurence  Esmond,  Bart.  (C.  230,  No.  3502) 
Sheweth 

That  in  the  year  1703  your  Petitioner  levyed  fhnes  and  suffered  a 
Common  Recovery  of  his  Estate,  and  by  Deeds  of  Lease  and  Release 
bearing  date  the  12th  and  13th  days  of  July  1703  made  between  your 
Petitioner  of  the  first  part,  the  Right  Honorable  Robert  Doyne, 
Esq1-.,  Lord  Chief  Justice  of  His  Majesty’s  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
and  Mathew  fford,  Esqr.,  Deceased,  of  the  second  part,  and  Oliver 
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Weston,  gent.,  of  the  third  part,  your  Petitioner  in  consideration  of 
marriage  articles  and  of  £1200  portion  received  by  your  Petitioner 
on  his  Intermarriage  with  Lucy  fford,  Daughter  of  the  said  Mathew 
fiord,  settled  all  his  Estate  on  the  said  Lord  Chief  Justice  Doyne  and 
Mathew  fford  to  the  use  of  your  Petitioner  for  life,  and  after  his 
death  to  pay  an  Annuity  or  yearly  Rent  Charge  of  £300  out  of 
certain  Lands  in  the  said  settlement  mentioned  to  the  said  Lucy  in 
full  of  her  joynture  or  Dower,  the  remainder  of  all  your  Petitioner’s 
Lands  to  Laurence  Esmond,  your  Petitioner’s  eldest  sonne,  for  life 
and  the  heires  males  of  his  body  with  severall  remainders  over. 

That  there  are  severall  great  and  heavy  Debts  chargeable  on  your 
Petitioner’s  said  Estate  previous  to  the  said  settlement  which  will 
render  the  said  Estate  of  little  advantage  either  to  your  petitioner 
or  to  the  persons  in  remainder  after  your  petitioner’s  death. 

That  the  said  Lord  Chief  Justice  Doyne,  Mathew  fford,  Esqr.,  son 
and  heire  of  the  said  Mathew  fford,  Deceased,  Brother  to  your 
Petitioner’s  wife  and  unkle  to  your  Petitioner’s  son  and  all  others 
Concerned  have  agreed  with  your  Petitioner  and  are  willing  that  soe 
much  of  your  Petitioner’s  Estate  shall  be  sold  as  will  amount  to 
£6000  ster.  for  payment  of  Debts,  and  that  the  remainder  of  your 
Petitioner’s  Estate  be  settled  to  the  former  uses,  and  for  secureing 
yearly  maintenance  for  the  Petitioner’s  wife  and  the  Children  he 
hath  by  her. 

Your  petitioner  therefore  most  humbly  prays  that  your  Grace  and 
Lordships  will  be  pleased  to  give  your  petitioner  Liberty  to  bring 
heads  of  a Bill  before  you  to  be  transmitted  in  due  forme  for  Great 
Brittain  for  the  Releefe  of  your  Petitioner. 

And  he  will  ever  pray  &c. 


{Signed)  L.  Esmond 


By  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Council  of  Ireland 

Ormonde. 

Ordered  that  the  within  Petitioner,  Sir  Laurence  Esmond,  Bart., 
have  leave  to  bring  in  Heads  of  a Bill  pursuant  to  the  said  Petition. 
Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin,  the  8 day  of  August  1711. 

Signed  by  all  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council. 


34  [xviii] 

Gowan , William  Hunter,  of  Mt.  Nebro  [sic]  County  Wexford,  gent. 

(C.  233,  No.  4235) 

Ordered  that  the  Petition  of  William  Hunter  Gowan  be  referred 
to  the  Attorney  General  or  Solicitor  General  to  draw  a Draft  of  a 
Proclamation  for  Discovering  and  prosecuting  the  persons  guilty  of 
the  offences  therein  mentioned. 

Dublin,  4 March  1786.  {Signed)  Rutland 
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34-45  [xix] 

The  Memorial  of  Elizabeth  Grogan  (C.234,  No.  4397) 

[Statements  from  various  witnesses  in  the  bigamy  case  brought 
against  Robert  Phair  1736.  Printed  The  Past  No.  8 (1970).] 


46  [xx] 

To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenent,  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  William  Hay  of  Edermine  in  the  County  of 
Wexford,  Esquire  (C.  236,  No.  4682) 


Sheweth 

That  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  this  kingdom  for  the 
better  securing  the  Government  by  disarming  Papists  your  Petitioner 
is  thereby  disqualified  from  having  any  arms  in  his  possession  without 
a licence  granted  him  from  Government  for  that  purpose. 

That  your  Petitioner  is  and  always  has  been  well  affected  to  his 
present  Majestie  and  Government,  and  is  ready  now  and  willing  to 
take  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and  Abjuration  before  this  Board. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellency  and  Lordships  to  grant 
your  Petitioner  a Licence  to  keep  and  use  one  sword,  one  gun,  and 
one  case  of  pistolls  for  the  defence  of  his  house  and  person. 

And  he  will  pray 

(No  date)  (Signed)  William  Hay 


47-48  [xxi] 


To  his  Excellence:,  John,  Lord  Carteret,  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c. 


The  humble  petition  of  Elizabeth  Hoare,  widow  (C.  236,  No.  4796) 
Sheweth 

That  on  the  19  January  last  about  9 o’clock  at  Night,  Richard 
Hoare,  Esqr.,  deceased,  your  Petitioner’s  late  Husband,  as  he  was 
comeing  through  Henry  Street  to  his  House,  was  attempted  to  be 
robbed  by  several  persons,  and  received  a wound  by  a Shott  from  a 
Pistoll  in  his  left  Arm,  of  which  he  languished  till  the  23rd  of  the  said 
month  and  then  dyed. 

That  last  Term  two  Persons  were  apprehended  and  tryed  for  the 
said  murder  but  they  producing  severall  Witnesses  to  prove  they 
were  in  different  places  at  the  Time  the  shott  was  made  were 
acquitted. 

That  the  Real  offenders  lye  concealed  so  that  your  Petitioner  is 
entirely  deprived  of  the  means  to  bring  them  to  justice,  tho’  she  is 
willing  to  give  a Reward  of  £50  to  anyone  (but  the  person  who  dis- 
charged the  Pistoll)  to  discover  the  murderers  and  their  accomplices 
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soe  as  they  may  be  Convicted. 

Your  Petitioner  therefore  prays  your  Excellency  will  give  such 
orders  in  the  premises  for  the  more  speedy  discovery  and  Conviction 
of  the  Criminalls  as  to  your  Excellency  shall  deem  meet. 

And  she  will  Pray  &c. 

(No  date)  (Signed)  Eliz  Hoare 

48  [xxii] 

[Petition  of  John  Hawkins ] (C.  236,  No.  4611) 

A petition  from  John  Hawkins,  Keeper  of  His  Majesty’s  Goal6  at 
Newgate  in  Ireland  dated  (dor so)  7 May  1725,  respecting  the  murder 
of  Councellor  Hoare  and  the  apprehension  of  the  right  person  by  the 
said  John  Hawkins. 

[Note  by  Hore  :]  Does  not  appear  to  relate  to  the  County. 


48  [xxiii] 

[Petition  of  William  Hoare ] (C.  236,  No.  4798) 

A petition  from  Captain  William  Hoare,  Town  Major  of  Dublin, 
dated  1739,  an  a/c  for  Coals,  candles,  &c.,  for  the  different  Guards. 

[Note  and  correction  by  Hore  :]  Does  not  relate  to  County.  Yes,  it 
does,  he  was  William  Hore  of  Harperstown  (see  pp.  55-6),  made 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  1746.  Mayor  of  Dublin  when  a Captain,  (see 
also  pedigree  Vol.  MS.  No.  47  [rede  37],  p.  71). 7 


48-54  [xxiv] 

Hooke,  Tower  of 

The  humble  memorial  of  Edward  Elsmere,  Esqr.,  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  Ross  (C.  230,  No.  3476) 

[Deals  with  attempt  of  Nicholas  Loftus  to  extinguish  the  Hook 
light  1728.  Printed  Hore  iv  410-n.]8 

6 Sic. 

7 See  Petition  No.  [xxvi]  below  = pp.  55-57  of  ms.  Ms.  37,  p.71  : ‘ William 
Hore,  Lieutenant  Colonel,  d.  unmarried  1763.’ 

8 Note  on  p.  137  : ‘ Henry  Loftus  was  brother  of  Sir  Nic  Loftus  of  Fethard, 
grantee  of  the  Hall,  &c.,  by  Letters  Patent  30  August  1666.  All  Sir  Nic 
Loftus’s  sons  died  s.p.  Henry  Loftus,  Dr.  G.  O’C.  Redmond  states,  was  the 
first  who  lived  at  Loftus  Hall.  It  was  not  called  Loftus  Hall  till  he  succeeded. 
He  died  in  1716. 

‘Henry  Loftus,  Esqr,  of  Loftus  Hall,  born  1636,  died  1716  : married  1.  Anne, 
daughter  of  John  Georges  of  Coleraine  ; [had]  a son,  died  young.  See  Burke’s 
Peerage.  This  must  be  the  Mr.  Thomas  Loftus  mentioned  in  the  record  of  the 
Corporation  of  Ross,  claiming  the  Tower  & 7 acres.  [Henry  married]  2.  Anne, 
daughter  of  Henry  Crewkerne  of  Exeter  ; [had]  Nicholas,  who  threatened  to 
put  out  the  Hook  light,  [and]  Henry,  d.  unm.’ 
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55  [xxv] 

To  their  Excellencies,  the  Lords  Justices,  &c 

The  memorial  of  Lieutenant  Walter  More  of  Colonel  Whitshed's 
Regiment  of  Dragoons  (C.  237,  No.  4858) 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Memorialist  is  in  the  County  of  Wexford  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health,  he  therefore  humbly  begs  your  Excellencies 
will  be  pleased  to  grant  him  a Lycence  to  be  absent  from  his  post  in 
this  kingdom  for  3 months. 

( Undated ) ( Unsigned ) 

Endorsed  : received  31  December  1744. 


55-57  [xxvi] 

To  his  Grace,  the  Duke  of  Dorset,  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c. 
The  Petition  of  Lieutenant  Colonel  William  Hored  (C.  237,  No.  4859) 
Most  Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  Grace's  Petitioner  has  been  in  the  Service  of  the  Crown 
36  years,  was  Captain  in  Sankey’s  Regiment  in  1716-17,  was  ordered 
by  Sir  George  Bing  into  the  citadel  of  Messina  in  the  year  1718  and 
remained  there  till  it  was  surrendered,  went  afterwards  Voluntier 
under  General  Caraffa  at  the  Battle  of  Melazzo  and  remained  till  the 
Siege  was  over. 

That  he  in  1736  Exchanged  his  Company  with  the  Town  Major  of 
Dublin  and  2 years  after  agreed  with  Lieutenant  Colonel  Tickburn 
for  his  Government  of  Charlemont  as  a further  Promotion  in  His 
Majesty’s  Service,  but  Colonel  Tickburn  refused  to  make  good  his 
Agreement  after  your  Petitioner  had  disposed  of  the  Town  Majorship 
of  Dublin  in  order  to  effect  the  Purchase. 

Your  Grace’s  Petitioner  offered  to  go  a Voluntier  to  the  West 
Indies,  and  at  his  own  expence  served  at  Louisburgh  under  Sir  Peter 
Warren  and  Admiral  Knowles. 

That  in  June  1746  Colonel  Shirley  (by  virtue  of  His  Majesty’s 
Power  and  authority  granted  for  that  purpose  transmitted  to  him 
by  the  Duke  of  Newcastle)  gave  him  a Commission  of  Lieutenant 
Colonel  to  serve  in  the  Canada  Expedition,  which  Design  being 
afterwards  laid  aside  he  was  in  1747  ordered  by  Colonel  Shirley  to 
command  a Battallion  raised  and  thrown  in  to  reinforce  Anapolis 
Royal  where  your  Grace’s  Petitioner  did  Duty  till  his  being  recalled 
and  afterwards  reduced  at  Boston  February  24th  1749. 

9 Referred  to  in  Hore  v 36 1 . 
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Your  Grace’s  Petitioner  most  humbly  prays  that  in  consideration 
of  his  long  Services  as  an  Officer  (which  no  one  of  the  other  Gentle- 
men who  served  in  North  America  can  plead)  and  of  his  unavoidable 
Expences  during  the  war,  he  may  be  placed  on  the  half  pay  of 
Lieutenant  Colonel  in  Ireland  or  otherwise  provided  for  as  your 
Grace  shall  think  proper,  he  being  able  and  desirous  of  continuing 
in  His  Majesty’s  Service. 

And  your  Petitioner  shall  ever  pray. 

[Undated)  ( Unsigned ) 

57  [xxvii] 

[Resignation  of  William  Hove ] (C.  237,  No.  4860) 

William  Hore,  Esqr.,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  Appeals  in 
Causes  of  Excise  and  new  Impost  in  Ireland  resigns  his  appointment, 
dated  18  April  1732. 


(Signed)  Wm.  Hore 


Petition  to  Duke  of  Dorset. 

Robert  French  succeeds  to  William  Hore. 


58-59  [xxviii] 

The  humble  memorial  of  Nathaniell  Huson,  clerk  (C.  238,  No.  5137) 

[Rector  of  Enniscorthy  requests  a gallery  to  be  built  in  the  church 
to  accommodate  the  soldiers,  circa  1730.  Printed  Hore  vi  550.] 


59  [xxixl 

[To  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant] 

[The  humble  petition  of  Capt.  Morgan  Kavenagh  of  Burress  in  the 
County  Carlow]10  (C.  242,  No.  5607) 

Capt.  Morgan  Kavenagh  of  Burress  in  the  County  Carlow  petitions 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  for  licence  to  carry  a sword,  a gun,  and  a case 


10  Referred  to  in  Hore  vi  549n.  Hore  ( loc . id.)  says  : ‘ Only  these  “ persons 
of  the  Popish  Religion  ” were  allowed  to  bear  or  carry  arms  within  the  County  : 
Colonel  Walter  Butler  of  Munphin,  Colonel  Dudley  Colclough  of  Mochurry, 
one  sword,  one  case  of  pistols,  and  one  gun,  each  ; Caesar  Colclough  of  Rosegar- 
land  and  Robert  Lee  “ of  Wexford  ” were  only  permitted  to  have  a sword 
each.’  The  year  was  1705. 
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of  pistolls  as  he  formerly  had.  States  that  he  is  adjudged  within  the 
articles  of  Limerick  and  has  always  obtained  leave  for  carrying  and 
using  of  arms. 

(Signed)  Mor  Kavenagh 


His  permission  (enclosed)  is  dated  8 July  1704. 


59-74  [xxx] 

The  humble  petition  of  Anthony  Kearney  of  New  Ross  in  the  County 
of  Wexford,  Merchant  (C.  242,  No.  5612) 

[Deals  with  the  case  of  the  abduction  of  Margaret  Kearney  1757. 
Printed  Hore  i 387-394.] 


75  [xxxi] 

To  his  Grace  Charles  Duke  of  Bolton,  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  Joshua  King  and  Peter  Redmond,  both  Prisoners 
in  Wexford  Goal  [sic]  (C.  242,  No.  5773) 

Humbly  shew[eth] 

That  your  Petitioners  were  convicted  upwards  of  a year  since  att 
the  Assizes  of  Wexford  and  sentenced  to  die  in  a month  after.  That 
Prime  Sergeant  Fitzgerald  being  then  sitting  Judge  recommended 
your  Petitioners  to  the  Government  in  order  that  they  might  be 
transported,  they  being  Protestants,  and  that  their  Excellencies 
accordingly  granted  an  order  of  Transportation  on  the  Judge’s 
recommendation  and  a certificate  from  the  Gentlemen  of  the  County 
of  Wexford. 

That  the  Sheriff  of  said  County  will  not  move  your  Petitioners 
to  a convenient  port  where  they  may  be  shipt  off,  and  that  they 
must  be  executed  on  the  20  June  next  if  not  speedily  prevented  by 
your  Grace. 

Pray  to  be  transmitted  to  Dublin. 

(Signed)  Joshua  King 

Peter  Redmond 


(Endorsed)  n June  1719. 


To  be  reprieved  till  further  order. 
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76  [xxxii] 

To  his  Grace  Charles,  Duke  of  Grafton,  Lord  Lieutenant 

The  humble  petition  of  Nicholas  Lord  Viscount  Kingsland  ; Thomas 
Lord  Baron  of  Cahir ; Sir  Laurence  Esmond,  Bart.;  Thomas  Power 
Esqr.;  Francis  Lynch  & Miles  Reily,  Merchants  (C.  242,  No.  5785) 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  by  heads  of  a Bill  prepared  by  the  Honorable  House  of 
Commons  of  Ireland  intitulled  heads  of  a Bill  for  explaining  and 
amending  the  Acts  to  prevent  the  further  growth  of  Popery  and  for 
strengthening  the  Protestant  Religion  in  this  Kingdom  and  now 
before  this  Honorable  Board  to  be  transmitted  into  England,  there 
are  several  Clauses  therein  contained  which  if  past  into  a Law  your 
Petitioners  will  thereby  be  greatly  endangered  and  affected  in  their 
lives  and  fortunes. 

Your  Petitioners  therefore  pray  to  be  heard  by  Council  before  the 
same  be  transmitted. 

{Signed)  Kingsland 
Caher 
L.  Esmonde 

Referred  to  Committee 
20  November  1723. 


77-79  [xxxiii] 

To  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Hallifax,  Lord  Lieutenant,  &c 
The  humble  memorial  of  Robert  Leigh,  Esqr.  (C.  243,  No.  5986) 
Sheweth 

That  your  Memorialist  is  owner  (among  other  lands  in  the  County 
of  Wexford)  of  the  Town  and  lands  of  Brownstown,11  which  has  been 
for  many  years  in  the  occupation  of  several  Popish  Tenants,  and 
your  Memorialist  intending  to  plant  Protestants  there,  agreed  to 
demise  the  said  grounds  to  William  Cotton  and  his  sons  Samuel  and 
Richard,  to  commence  from  the  1 May  next.  But,  in  order  to  deter 
the  said  persons  from  settling  on  the  said  lands,  several  unlawful 
threats  and  menaces  have  been  offered  to  them  by  Edmund  Commer- 
ford,  Mathew  Murphy,  John  Byrne,  and  Thomas  Byrne,  the  present 
occupiers  of  said  lands. 

That  on  1st  January  inst.,  in  the  dead  time  of  the  Night,  several 
persons  unknown  entered  upon  the  lands  of  Newbawn  in  the  tenancy 
of  the  said  William  Cotton  and  barbarously  and  feloneously  houghed 
and  killed  a Gelding,  the  property  of  the  said  William  Cotton,  and 


Tho.  Power 
Fras.  Lynch 
Myles  Reilly 


11  Brownstown,  Newbawn,  Shelmalier  W.,  O.S.  35. 
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as  your  Memorialist  has  good  reason  to  apprehend  that  the  same  was 
Committed  with  a view  to  deter  the  said  Cotton  or  any  other 
Protestant  from  becoming  tenants  to  the  said  Lands,  He  humbly 
submits  it  to  your  Excellency  whether  the  shewing  a publick 
Resentment  to  such  practices  would  not  be  the  most  effectual  means 
to  prevent  the  same  for  the  future,  and  of  supporting  Protestants 
against  such  unlawfull  attempts. 

Prays  for  a Proclamation  to  be  issued,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  Robt.  Leigh 

County  of  Wexford  \ Examination  of  William  Cottam12  of  New- 
to  wit.  / bawn  in  County  Wexford,  farmer,  who  being 
sworn,  &c.,  saith  that  about  beginning  of  November  last  Robert 
Leigh  of  Rossgarland  in  said  County,  Esqr.,  agreed  with  Examinant 
to  set  him  that  part  of  the  lands  of  Brownstown  whereon  Edward 
Commerford,  Mat  Murphy,  Jno  Byrne,  and  Thos.  Byrne  now  live,  to 
commence  next  May.  That  about  3 weeks  ago  Examinant  went  to 
the  Bogg  of  Brownstown  aforesaid  in  order  to  shoot  wild  Fowl,  and 
on  his  return  home  on  the  High  way  between  Brownstown  aforesaid 
and  Examinant’s  house  he  was  followed  for  upwards  of  100  yards 
by  the  said  Edward  Commerford  all  which  way  the  said  Edward 
Commerford  continued  to  abuse  this  Examinant  without  any 
provocation  except  that  of  having  taken  said  Farm  from  said  Mr. 
Leigh.  That  this  Examinant  having  a Dog  with  him,  he,  the  said 
Commerford,  asked  him  if  the  Dog  killed  sheep,  to  which  Examinant 
replied  he  believed  not,  for  that  the  dog  belonged  to  one  Francis 
Cullen  and  not  to  him.  That  is  well  for  you,’  replied  said  Commer- 
ford, ‘for  had  he  been  your  Dog  I would  make  pieces  of  him.’  That 
since  that  time  he,  this  Examinant,  has  been  credibly  informed  and 
believes,  and  doubts  not  but  he  can  prove  that  the  said  Commerford 
has  declared  he  was  sorry  he  did  not  break  Examinant’s  gun  when 
he  met  him  on  the  Road  as  aforesaid,  and  also  declared  that  if  ever 
Examinant’s  son,  Samuel  Cotton,  should  set  his  foot  on  said  lands  of 
Brownstown  he  would  hough  him,  which  Examinant  apprehends  is 
calculated  to  terrify  Examinant’s  son  from  going  to  live  on  said 
lands,  for  which  purpose  and  to  make  Examinant’s  said  son  Samuel 
and  Richard  freeholders,  said  Mr.  Leigh  set  the  said  lands  of  Browns- 
town to  Examinant.  This  Examinant  saith  that  on  the  night  of  1 
January  inst.,  a gelding  his  property,  worth  upwards  of  £4  4/-,  was 
barbarously  houghed  and  killed  on  the  said  lands  of  Newbawn  about 
3 fields  distant  from  that  part  of  said  lands  of  Brownstown  wheron 
said  Commerford  dwells,  &c.,  &c. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Cotton 

Sworn  before  me  2 January  1762. 

Chars.  Tottenham 

A Proclamation  ordered.  Dublin  C.C.  11  February  1762. 


12  Sic. 
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79  [xxxiv] 

[Petition  of  Robert  Leigh ] (C.  243,  No.  5988) 

Robert  Leigh  late  of  London  and  now  of  Rosegarland,  Esq.,  prays 
for  a Licence  for  a gun  and  case  of  Pistolls. 

( Undated ) ( Unsigned ) 


80-81  [xxxv] 

To  their  Excellencies  The  Lords  Justices  &c. 

The  humble  petition  of  Robert  Leister  now  a Prisoner  in  His  M ajesty's 
goal  of  Wexford  under  Sentence  of  Death  (C.  243,  No.  5991) 

Most  humbly  sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  was  at  the  last  Assizes  held  for  the  County  of 
Wexford  indicted  and  tried  for  burglariously  breaking  and  Entring 
the  dwelling  house  of  Thomas  Gill  and  thereout  feloniously  taking 
600  lbs.  weight  of  Tobacco  value  £30  the  goods  of  said  Thomas  and 
was  sentenced  to  dye  on  Saturday  the  7 of  May  next. 

* * * * 

That  your  Petitioner  has  lived  in  the  County  of  Wexford  many 
years  and  never  committed  any  Crime  whatsoever  of  the  like  Nature 
or  for  which  your  Petitioner’s  Life  or  character  was  ever  in  danger 
which  your  Petitioner  was  ready  to  prove  upon  his  Try  all  but  was 
prevented  being  informed  it  could  be  of  no  service  to  your  Petitioner 
under  his  Circumstances. 

That  your  Petitioner  has  now  a Wife  and  several  small  children 
solely  depending  on  his  daily  industry  who  must  inevitably  perish 
and  be  reduced  to  beggary  and  want  if  your  petitioner’s  life  be  taken 
away  but  if  Transported  your  petitioner  may  have  an  oppertunity13 
of  takeing  them  abroad  with  him  and  so  prevent  their  entire  destruc- 
tion. 

Prays  he  may  be  pardoned  for  transportation. 

( Undated ) ( Unsigned ) 


81  [xxxvi] 

Memorial  about  a Guard  of  a Sergeant  <5*  12  men  at  Loftus  Hall 

(C.  244,  No.  6131) 

[Dated  1707.  Printed  Hore  iv  375.] 


13  Sic. 
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8 1 [xxxvii] 

Mountgarrett,  Lord  & others.  Dated  1739.  (C.  249,  No.  7155) 

[Note  by  Hore  :]  Is  of  similar  tenor  to  one  on  page  76. 14 

81-82  [xxxviii] 

Humble  petition  of  the  Lord  Mountgarrett  (C.  249,  No.  7154) 

Sheweth 

That  your  Petitioner  was  adjudged  to  be  comprehended  within 
the  Articles  of  Limerick  at  this  Honourable  Board  and  took  out  his 
order  of  Adjudication. 

That  your  petitioner  being  quallifyed  to  have  and  use  arms 
has  always  obtained  licences  from  this  Honourable  Board  for 
the  same. 

That  by  a Proclamation  all  Gentlemen  of  the  Roman  Catholic 
Religion  are  required  to  return  their  licences. 

Prays  for  a new  licence  for  a sword,  a gun  and  a case  of  pistolls, 
his  old  licence  having  been  lost  or  mislayed. 

Mountgarrett 


82-83  [xxxix] 

To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  &c. 

The  most  humble  petition  of  Redmond  Murphy  a Convict  ffryar  in  the 
Goale  [sic]  of  Wexford  (C.  249,  No.  7223) 

Most  humbly  sheweth 

That  some  years  since  your  Petitioner  was  apprehended  and 
committed  to  the  Goale  of  Wexford  for  being  a Regular  or  ffryar 
resideing  in  this  Kingdom  contrary  to  Act  of  Parliament.  That  in  the 
year  1703  your  Petitioner  was  brought  on  his  try  all  at  Wexford 
Assizes  where  on  slender  evidence  he  was  found  guilty  of  being  a 
ffryar.  That  your  Petitioner  was  thereupon  sentenced  to  remaine  in 
Goale  without  bayle  or  mainprize  until  transported  pursuant  to  the 
said  Act  of  Parliament.  That  your  Petitioner  hath  ever  since 
remained  in  the  said  Goale  in  order  to  have  the  Conveniency  of  a 
Ship  to  carry  him  off  as  the  said  Act  directs,  but  could  meet  with 
none.  That  2 Sept  1707  one  Wm.  Armstrong  obtained  an  order 
from  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Wexford  to 
deliver  your  petitioner  to  said  William  Armstrong  to  be  transported 
to  some  of  His  Majesty’s  Islands  in  America. 

Prays  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  said  Goale  of  Wexford  until 
transported,  &c. 

{Unsigned) 

( U ndated) 

[Endorsed)  “Nothing.” 

14  See  Petition  No.  [xxxii]  above,  p.  23. 
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83- 84  [xl] 

The  humble  petition  of  James  Napper  of  New  Ross,  County  Wexford , 
merchant  (C.  250,  No.  7268) 

[Requesting  permission  for  his  ship  ‘The  Ross  Merchant’  to  sail  to 
Newfoundland,  1745,  Printed  Hore  i 387.] 

84- 94  [Xli] 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Soveraign,  free  Burgesses,  and  freemen  of  . . 
New  Rosse  (C.  250,  No.  7420) 

[Deals  with  their  fear  caused  by  repeated  threats,  assaults,  etc., 
1718.  Printed  Hore  i 377  et  seq.] 


95-97  [xlii] 

The  humble  memorial  of  the  Sovereign,  Recorder  and  Free  Burgesses 
of  the  Borough  of  New  Ross  (C.  250,  No.  7419) 

Endorsed  : ‘Received  from  Lord  Loftus  11  February  1758. 15 

[Deals  with  attempts  of  people  of  New  Ross  to  prevent  export  of 
grain.  Printed  Hore  i 394.] 


97-101  [xliii] 

The  humble  memorial  of  the  Sovereign,  Burgesses,  Freemen  and  of 
other  the  Protestant  Inhabitants  of  the  town  of  New  Ross 

(C.  250,  No.  7418) 

[Deals  with  the  desirability  of  having  an  armed  force  in  the  town  to 
control  the  ‘disaffected  riotous  populace’,  circa  1730.  Printed 
Hore  i 384-3.] 

102  [xliv] 

[Application  of  John  O'Neil,  Wexford]  (C.  251,  No.  7597) 

Mr.  John  O’Neil  of  the  town  of  Wexford  applies  for  permission 
to  export  Biscuit  oatmeal  and  flour  to  Newfoundland. 

( Unsigned  and  undated) 


15  Note  on  p.  137  of  ms.  : ‘This  was  Nicholas  Loftus  who  was  raised  to  the 
Peerage  as  Baron  Loftus  of  Loftus  Hall  in  1715  & died  in  1763.  The  same 
Loftus  shewn  above  who  attempted  to  extinguish  the  Light.’  [See  footnote 
8,  p.  19  above.] 
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102  [xlv] 

[Complaint  of  Lieutenant  Robert  Phaire]  (C.  255,  No.  8303) 

Lieutenant  Robert  Phaire  states  was  appointed  Lieutenant  in  a 
Regiment  of  Foot  commanded  by  Christopher  Lord  Baron  of  Slane 
in  the  room  of  Lieutenant  Thomas  Phaire  who  was  complainant’s 
father  in  January  1710.  Complains  his  commission  was  ‘superseded’ 
by  one  Henry  Tomkins. 

[Note  by  Hove  :]  Does  not  appear  to  relate  to  the  County.  Dated 
28  April,  1717. 

1 02- 1 05  [xlvi] 

The  memorial  of  Abell  Ram  of  Ramsfort  Esqr.  (C.  260,  No.  8739) 

[A  request  for  old  guns  and  broken  drums  from  Duncannon  fort 
1722.  Printed  Hore  iv  244.] 

105-107  [xlvii] 

[Letter  from  Col.  Ram]  (C.  260,  No.  8740) 

Letter  from  Colonel  Abel  Ram  to  ‘Mr.  Paine  att  the  Ordinance 
Office.  In  Dublin’.  Dated  ‘Ramsfort  28  July  1722’. 

[Deals  with  number  of  guns  needed.  Printed  Hore  iv  245.] 


107  [xlviii] 

Petition  from  Laurence  Redmond,  convicted  at  Wexford  Assizes  in 
Lent  1723  for  Felony.  Prays  to  have  ‘a  pardon  of  Transportation ’ 

(C.  260,  No.  8787) 

County  of  Wexford.16  Upon  search  made  in  the  Crowne  Office  of 
the  said  County,  I find  that  Laurence  Redmond  was  indicted,  tryed 
and  found  guilty  at  Lent  Assizes  1723  for  the  felonious  breakeing  and 
entering  the  dwelling  house  of  Patrick  Murphy  at  Ballyboggan  the 
28  September  9 year  of  the  King,  and  thereout  feloniously  takeing 
away  £3.  6. 10  in  money,  1 black  silk  scarfe  value  10/-,  1 pair  women’s 
shoes  value  2/6,  1 silk  girdle  value  2d.,  1 silk  hancarechiefe  value  1/6 
of  the  goods  and  money  of  the  said  Patrick  Murphy.  And  I further 
find  that  said  Laurence  Redmond  was  ordered  to  be  executed  but 
was  afterwards  reprieved  by  the  Government  till  further  orders. 

15  February  1725.  (Signed)  J.  Bauman,  D.  Clk.Cor 

(Endorsed)  Petition  granted  8 March  1725/6. 


16  Ms.:  Com  : Wex. 
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The  Petition  of  Frances  Richardson,  widow  of  Lamyng  Richardson, 
Fort  Major  of  Duncannon  (C.  260,  No.  8865) 

[Requesting  financial  relief,  1759.  Printed  Hore  iv  249.] 


109-110  [1] 

The  humble  petition  of  Samuel  Richardson  of  Enniscorthy  in  the 
County  of  Waxford  (C.  260,  No.  8867) 

[Requesting  to  be  ‘re-established  a Burgess  in  the  said  Burrough’, 
1717.  Printed  Hore  vi  531.] 


IIO-III  [li] 

Petition  from  the  Surveyor,  Tyde-waitors  and  Boatmen  of  the  Fort  of 
Rosslare  (C.  261,  No.  9018) 

States  they  have  laboured  for  many  years  under  the  difficulty  of 
living  6 miles  distant  from  any  Church  wherein  Divine  Service  is 
performed,  cannot  exercise  their  Religion  without  care  of  some 
Clergyman. 

Is  signed  by 

Christ.  Hutchings,  Sur. ; Ben.  Waters  ; Doug. 

Campbell  ; John  Sabourin  ; Jno  Empson  ; Thos. 

Hindere  ; King  Davis  ; Nic  Hatch  ; Chas.  & 

Nic  Block. 

Referred  to  Commissioners  of  Revenue,  27  June  1748,  who  report 
that  in  the  a/cs  for  the  Collector  of  Wexford  for  Lady  day  1747  there 
is  a contingent  allowance  of  £20  a year  paid  to  the  Curate  of  Kil- 
noran17  commencing  from  Michaelmas  1745  for  performing  Divine 
Service  at  Roslare,  &c.,  &c.,  &c. 


111  [lii] 

Petition  from  Ignatius  Rosseter  of  Ross,  merchant  (C.  269,  No.  10012) 

Prays  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  order  Collector  at  Ross  to  permit  the 
sloop  ‘Mary  Ann’,  50  tuns,  to  proceed  with  her  cargo  of  oats  &c.  for 
Liverpool. 

Signed  for  Ignatius  Rosseter  by  Denis  & Wm.  Toole  of  Dublin. 
(No  date) 


17  Note  by  Hore:  ‘ Kilscoran.’ 
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in-113  [liii] 

[Memorial  of  Charles  Tottenham ] (C.  269,  No.  10013) 

A Memorial  humbly  offered  to  their  Excellencies  the  Lords 
Justices  of  Ireland  by  Charles  Tottenham,  Esqr.,  in  behalf  of  himself 
and  other  Officers  of  the  late  Coll.  Kenny’s  Regiment  of  Militia. 

[Dated  1723.  Printed  Hore  i 382-3.] 

113- 114  [liv] 

The  humble  petition  of  William  Stephens,  clerk  (C.  265,  No.  9522A) 

[States  that  there  is  not  enough  room  in  the  church  in  Wexford 
town  for  the  soldiers ; requests  money  to  build  gallery,  1728. 
Printed  Hore  i 396.] 

114- 116  [lv] 

To  the  Right  Honourable  the  Judges  of  Assize  for  the  Leinster  Circuit 

(C.  265,  No.  9524) 

[Appeal  for  pardon  for  Abraham  Stephens  under  sentence  of  death, 
with  signatures  of  Grand  Jury  1752. 18  Printed  Hore  v 396.] 

117-118  [lvi] 

The  humble  petition  of  Harvey  Welman  of  New  Ross,  ...  gent. 

(C.  271,  No.  10437) 

[Complaining  that  ‘he  hath  been  illegally  removed  from  the 
Exercise  of  . . . Office  of  Town  Clerk’,  1741.  Printed  Hore  i 386.] 


1 18  [lvii] 

[ Reward  to  William  Welman  of  New  Ross ] (C.  271,  No.  10436) 

William  Welman  of  New  Ross  and  David  Sutton,  Captain  of 
same,  granted  £40  for  the  apprehension  of  Jno19  Freny  concerned  in 
the  robbery  of  Revd.  Mr.  Hicks  at  Lisduffe,  County  Tipperary,  and 
in  the  murder  of  his  son  William  Hicks. 

24  April  1729. 

18  On  p.  138  of  ms.  there  is  a note  on  the  foreman  of  the  Grand  Jury  : 
‘ Nicholas  Loftus  Hume,  Foreman,  elder  brother  of  Henry  Loftus  (2nd  signa- 
ture). Nic  married  in  1736  Mary,  eldest  daughter  & heiress  of  Sir  Gustavus 
Hume,  Bart.,  of  the  County  Fermanagh,  & died  in  1766.  He  was  the  eldest 
son  of  Nicholas  Loftus  “ the  Extinguisher  ”,  & probably  assumed  the  surname 
of  Hume  in  right  of  his  wife.’  [A  photograph  of  the  signatures  is  given  in  Hore 
v 398.] 

19  Lege  Jas  ? 
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To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  &c.20 


(C.  271,  No.  10488A) 

A Memoriall  from  the  Grand  Jury  at  an  Assizes  held  for  the 
County  of  Wexford  27th  March  1722,  and  from  the  other  the  Gentle- 
men ffreeholders  of  the  said  County  setts  forth 

That  the  unprofitable,  Barren,  and  Coarse  parcell  of  Mountainy 
Land  called  by  the  name  of  the  Mountain  of  fforth,  scituated  between 
the  Baronies  of  Forth,  Shelmellier  and  Bargy  in  the  County  of 
Wexford,  hath  been  a Common  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
severall  Baronies,  and  alsoe  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  antient 
Corporation  of  Wexford  time  out  of  mind. 

That  the  said  adjacent  Baronyes  and  Towne  and  Liberties  of 
Wexford  for  the  greatest  part  and  especially  the  Poore,  have  had 
their  fireing  by  cutting  of  Turf  thereon,  and  have  and  doe  now  graze 
their  plow  Garrons  and  Cattle  thereon  in  the  Summer  time. 

That  the  said  Mountain  was  always  used  and  enjoyed  as  Commons 
and  never  was  granted  away  by  the  Crowne  or  forfeited. 

And  whereas  Arthur  Gambell,  a Person  now  way  interested  in 
the  said  County  of  Wexford  hath  petitioned  for  a lease  of  the  said 
Commons  or  Mountaine  at  the  Rent  of  3d.  per  acre  for  the  terme  of 
99  yeares,  with  an  Intent  to  Engrose  said  Mountain  or  Common  to 
his  owne  private  use  which  will  ruin  numbers  of  poore  Families  and 
take  away  the  priviledges  and  rights  of  the  severall  Proprietors  of 
Lands  in  the  aforesaid  adjacent  Baronyes. 

Therefore  we,  the  grand  jury,  at  an  Assizes  held  for  the  said 
County  of  Wexford  27  March  1722,  together  with  the  other  ffree- 
holders of  said  County  doe  in  a most  Humble  manner  lay  this  our 
Memoriall  before  your  Excellencies  and  Lordships,  hopeing  and 
humbly  praying  that  your  Excellencies  and  Lordships  will  put  a 
stopp  to  the  Petitioner  Gambell  and  his  evil  designs  and  that  in 
consideration  of  the  small  rent  pretended  to  be  paid  for  the  said 
Commons  or  Mountaine  of  Forth  your  Excellencies  and  Lordships 
will  not  grant  away  in  Lease  or  otherwise  the  above  Commons  which 
will  be  soe  destructive  to  the  Poore  and  injurious  to  the  rights  of 
many  of  His  Majesty’s  dutifull  and  Loyall  Subjects. 


(Signed)21 


Will.  Vesey 
Richd  Saunders 
Richd  Lehunte 
Will  Ewing  (?  Irving) 
Edwd(?)  LIore 
John  Cliffe 
Arran  Lambert 


Rocr  Vigors 
James  Borrowes 
SUTTn  SYMES 
Standish  Lowray 
Tho.  Driscoll 
Joh.  Elliott 
Par.  Hughes 


20  Note  by  Hore  : Parchment.  Summarised  in  Hore  v 395. 

21  Given  at  beginning  of  ms.  in  facsimile  i.e.,  traced  from  originals.  A 
photograph  of  the  signatures  is  given  in  Hore  v 397. 
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Samll  Crompton 

Har.  Piggott 

George  Houghton 

Man.  Hughes 

Edw.  Jones 

Clem1  Archer 

Rob.  Elliott 

Robt.  Devereux 

Nat.  Huson 

Thos.  Richards 

Jo.  Miller 

Abel  Ram 

Cad.  Edwards 

Nicho.  Loftus 

Wm.  Talbot 

Edw.  Kenny 

Richd.  Waddy 

George  Ram 

John  Jacob 

Joh.  Scott 

Corne  Donovan 

Caes.  Colclough 

George  Nixon 

Joshua  Nunn 

Nicholas  Grogan 

Tho.  Kavanagh 

Hen.  Edwards 

Edwd.(?)  Jones 

Andr.  Knox 

Henry  Kenney  ad  vie 

Char.  Tottenham 

Higatt  Boyd 

Jon.  Fern5  & Leiglin 

Geo.  Le  Hunte 

Ar.  Price 

J.  WlNCKWORTH 

Benj.  Neale 

Jer  Symes 

Mich  Mosse 

JOn  FFRENCH 

John  Hoydon 

Tho.  Milward 

Michl  Symes 

Eben1"  Radford 

Wm.  Stephens 

Chr.  Wilson 

James  Harvey 

121-124  [lix] 

To  their  Excellencies  the  Lords  Justices  & Councill  of 

Ireland 

The  humble  petitions  of  Richard  Saunders  & Abell  Ram , Esqrs,  the 
Revd.  Archdeacon  Benjamin  Neale,  George  Ram,  Andrew  Knox  <§* 
Cornelius  Grogan,  Esqr.,  in  behalf  of  themselves  & all  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  Baronys  of  Forth,  Shellmellier  & Bargy  in  the  County  of 
Wexford 22  (C.  271,  No.  10488B) 


Shew 

That  by  a Petition  laid  before  his  Grace  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and 
this  honourable  Board  by  Arthur  Gambell  wherein  he  sets  forth  that 
some  course  [sic]  Mountain  Land  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Mountain  or  Common  of  Forth  scituated  between  the  Baronys  of 
Forth,  Shellmalier  and  Bargi  in  the  County  of  Wexford,  containing 
some  thousand  acres  of  undisposed  lands  and  as  yett  not  found  to 
pay  the  Quitt  Rents  are  by  an  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  this 
Kingdom  in  2nd  year  of  Queen  Anne  entitled  an  Act  for  Quieting 
possessions  and  disposing  of  the  undisposed  and  plus  acres  vested 

22  Mentioned  Hore  v 395-6. 
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in  the  Government  and  Council,  and  that  the  said  lands  will  be  of 
no  value  unless  he  laid  out  a considerable  sum  of  money  in  improving 
it,  which  he  would  do  if  he  could  have  a long  lease  thereof,  therefore 
prayed  his  Grace  and  Lordships  to  grant  him  a Lease  of  said  Lands 
for  the  terme  of  99  years  that  he  may  be  encouraged  to  improve  the 
same,  which  petition  was  by  his  Grace  and  the  Privy  Councill  on 
14  November  1721  referred  to  His  Majesty’s  Commissioners  of  the 
Revenue.  That  on  the  12  of  January  last  the  said  Commissioners 
made  their  Report  that  they  had  referred  the  matter  to  the  Collector 
of  Wexford  (in  whose  District  the  Mountain  or  Comon  of  Forth  lyes) 
and  having  considered  the  Report  returned  by  said  Collector,  they 
reported  that  the  Mountain  of  Forth  contains  some  thousands  of 
acres  not  charged  in  the  Quitt  Rent  Roll  with  any  Quitt  rent,  nor 
known  to  pay  any,  is  course  Mountain  Ground,  very  Rocky  but 
little  Earth  to  cover  it,  overrun  with  Heath  and  worth  about  3d.  per 
acre  one  with  another,  that  their  Collector  cant  justly  tell  the 
quantity  but  believes  it  may  be  about  3000  acres  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  Quitt  Rent  reported  to  them  that  he  does  not  find  the  Mountain 
or  Common  of  Forth  in  the  Rent  Roll  or  Distribution  Book  of  the 
County  of  Wexford,  that  on  reading  the  said  Report  before  his  Grace 
and  Councill  they  were  pleased  by  their  order  dated  19  January 
last  to  order  the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesty’s  Revenue  to  direct  a 
Survey  to  be  made  of  the  said  Lands  and  to  Report  the  same  which 
is  not  yett  done. 

That  your  Petitioners  begg  leave  to  acquaint  your  Excellencies 
and  Lordships  that  the  said  Mountain  or  Common  of  Forth  is  and 
has  been  time  immemoriall  a Common  whereon  your  Petitioners  and 
their  Tennants  who  are  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said  three  Baronys 
after  they  have  plowed  their  Ground  and  sowed  their  Corn  turn  their 
Cattle  on  to  Graize  till  they  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  them  again, 
and  also  affords  the  poor  people  of  the  said  Baronys  with  a sort  of 
ffyring  to  Burn  which  is  all  they  are  or  can  be  furnished  with  during 
the  winter  Season,  and  that  your  Petitioners  who  are  the  Proprietors 
of  the  said  Baronys  do  claim  for  themselves  and  Tennants  a property 
in  said  Commons  by  an  uninterrupted  possession  and  Enjoyment 
time  Immemoriall,  and  that  the  said  Lands  were  never  Looked  on 
by  anyone  but  the  said  Gambell  to  be  either  Undisposed  Lands  or 
plus  acres. 

That  if  the  said  Lands  should  be  surveyed  it  will  putt  the  Crowne 
to  a great  expence  and  forasmuch  as  the  said  Lands  were  allways  a 
Common  and  used  as  such  by  all  your  petitioners’  predecessors, 
your  Petitioners  and  their  Tennants,  who  graize  their  Cattle  thereon 
and  find  fyring  for  the  relief e of  themselves  and  Families. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellencies  and  Lordships  to  give 
directions  to  the  Commissioners  of  Revenue  to  desist  surveying  the 
said  mountain  till  your  Excellencies’  further  pleasure  herein,  and 
that  your  petitioners  may  have  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  by  their 
Council  before  this  Honourable  Board  (if  necessary)  at  which  time 
your  Petitioners  hope  to  prove  that  said  Lands  were  neither  un- 


The  Past 


34 

disposed  or  Plus  acres,  and  to  reject  the  petition  of  the  said  Gambell. 
And  your  Petitioners  will  ever  pray. 

(Signed)23  Richd.  Saunders 
Abel  Ram 
Benj.  Neale 
Geor  Ram 
Andr.  Knox 
Cornelius  Grogan 

Endorsed  19  March  1721. 24 

To  let  Mr.  Gambell  and  the  petitioners  know  that  they  will  be 
heard  by  their  Council  and  also  to  lett  the  Commissioners  know  the 
same,  that  they  may  acquaint  Gambell.’ 

125  [lx] 

Memorial  from  Corporation  of  Town  of  Wexford  signed  Hen.  Hatton, 
dated  30  June  1725  (C.  271,  No.  10485,  10486-7-8) 

[Contains  a remonstrance  from  military  that  they  ‘did  not  receive 
coles  nor  candles  from  the  Inhabitance  of  the  town  of  Wexford’. 
Printed  Hore  v 70.] 

125-128  [lxi] 

The  humble  petition  of  the  Mayor,  Bailiffs  & Magistrates  of  the  Town 
of  Wexford  (C.  271,  No.  10491) 

[Deals  with  protests  against  exportation  of  corn,  1757.  Printed 
Hore  v 398-400.] 


128  [lxii] 

The  Memorial  of  the  undernamed  Shopkeepers  of  the  Town  of  Wexford 

(C.  271,  No.  10492) 

[Seeking  clearance  of  goods  shipped  in  Dublin,  1795.  Printed 
Hore  v 405.] 

129-130  [lxiii] 

The  humble  petition  of  Joseph  White,  late  of  New  Ross  in  the  County 
of  Waxford,  merchant,  & now  a prisoner  in  the  4 Court  Marshalsea 

(C.  271,  No.  10544) 

[An  insolvent  debtor,  he  begs  for  release,  1719.  Printed  Hore  i 382.] 


23  In  facsimile  in  ms.  Photograph  in  Hore  v 395. 

24  _ 1722. 
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130-131  [lxiv] 

The  humble  Petition  of  John  Winckworth,  Esqre  (C.  272,  No.  10724) 

[Having  been  elected  Sovereign  of  New  Ross,  he  begs  to  be  excused 
from  serving  in  that  office,  1721.  Printed  Hore  i 382.] 


132-134  [lxv] 

The  humble  petition  of  William  Emery,  a poor  old  English  man 
(Pub.  Rec.  Off.  Dub.,  Civil  petitions,  1697,  1 E.i.  74,  page  32.) 

Humbly  Sheweth 

That  your  petitioner  was  a Soldier  in  the  late  King  Charles  IPs 
Army  for  above  12  years  as  by  the  annexed  certificate  may  appear, 
and  continued  as  such  till  disabled  by  severall  wounds  in  the  late 
Holland  wars  on  board  the  Y ork  man  of  war  wherein  he  lost  his  left 
eye,  the  use  of  his  right  hand  and  had  his  members  broken  and  soe 
was  mangled  that  he  was  rendered  incapable  of  further  service  in 
the  Army.  Your  petitioner  further  saith  that  when  he  was  a little 
recovered  and  being  discharged  he  went  to  the  County  of  Wexford 
where  he  had  some  friends,  and  by  his  industry  and  labour  got  a 
good  stock  of  Cattle  and  lived  very  well  till  the  late  King  James’ 
time.  That  the  Rapparees  did  not  only  then  plunder  your  petitioner 
of  what  little  goods  and  stock  he  had  but  in  most  barbarous  manner 
stabbed  him  in  several  places  and  left  him  for  dead , whereby  he  hath 
lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  and  they  also  most  cruelly  used  your 
petitioner’s  wife  by  cutting  of  her  toes  whereby  they  both  lay  a long 
time  under  the  Doctor’s  hands,  that  your  poor  petitioner  suffered 
much  also  by  King  James’  army. 

And  further  saith  that  Brigadier  Epinger25  when  he  came  to  the 
relief  of  Wexford,  after  the  happy  rout  His  Majesty  gave  the  Irish 
at  the  Boyne,  he  encamped  on  your  petitioner’s  farm  whereby  not 
only  your  petitioner’s  meadows,  corn  and  grass  were  destroyed,  but 
also  his  outhouses  pulled  down  and  burnt  by  the  Soldiers,  and  also 
his  horses  and  mares  were  taken  away  by  them. 

That  after  the  first  siege  of  Limerick  the  Deans  were  quartered  in 
those  parts  and  your  poor  petitioner  was  wholly  and  utterly  ruined 
and  bereft  of  what  he  had  left  by  them  and  is  now  in  a miserable  and 
starving  condition,  being  73  years  old,  and  his  wife  above  a hundred 
years  old. 

May  it  therefore  please  your  Excellencies  to  commiserate  your 
petitioner’s  poor  and  miserable  condition  and  to  relieve  him  and  his 
poor  wife  from  starving  to  grant  him  the  benefit  of  a full  collection 
in  and  throughout  all  the  Cathedrals,  Collegiate  and  Parish  Churches 
and  private  Chappels  in  this  Kingdom,  and  the  rather  for  that  the 
premisses  appears  by  the  Certificate  signed  by  severall  of  the  Justices 

25  Brigadier  Abraham  d’Eppingher,  referred  to  in  Hore  iv  236-7  and  v 
386-7. 
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of  the  Peace  and  protestant  Gentlemen  in  the  County  of  Wexford. 
Endorsed  Dublin  Castle,  26  October  1697.  Allowed. 


Signed,  Winchester,  & Gallway 


134  [lxvi] 

The  Humble  petition  of  John  Masterson,  a poore  Mattrosse  now  lying 
sick  in  Duncannon  Fort 26  ([Civil  Pet.,  1 E.i.  74,]  page  72) 

Most  humbly  sheweth 

That  your  poor  petitioner  hath  served  severall  years  as  one  of  the 
mattrosses  belonging  to  His  Majesty’s  Trayn  of  Artillery  in  this 
Kingdom,  and  is  now  by  reason  of  his  age  and  other  sickness  un- 
capable  of  serving  any  longer. 

Prays  that  his  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  order  some  part  of 
his  arrears  to  be  paid  him  to  help  to  beare  his  charges  up  to  Towne 
in  order  to  get  into  the  Hospitall. 

Unsigned. 

Due  to  Chas  (sic)  Masterson,  mattrosse,  for  service  don  at  Dun- 
cunnon  pursuant  to  the  Establishment  From  1 November  1692  to 
the  last  of  December  1697,  @£13.  13.  9 per  annum  £jo.  14.  6. 

Ordnance  Office 

Dublin  11  May  1698  (Signed)  Zach  Deane 

De  Clerk  Ordnance 


Pages  135  to  142  of  Hore  Ms.  73  contain  the  following  : 

135  A cutting  from  The  People,  Wexford,  30  May  1896,  giving  an 
account  of  a ‘Strange  Case  of  Abduction’  which  took  place  in 
Co.  Waterford  in  1779. 

136  A printed  ‘Memorial  of  the  undersigned  Inhabitants’  of  Wexford 
dealing  with  the  adverse  effects  on  the  country  of  the  ‘miscalled 
free  trade  system’.  Undated  but  after  the  Union.  Memorialists’ 
names  not  given. 

137-8  Notes  on  the  petitions.  Those  not  already  printed  in  Hore’s 
‘History’  have  been  incorporated  in  the  footnotes  above. 


26  Abbreviated  version  printed  Hore  iv  238n  where  the  following  is 
given  on  the  word  ‘ matrosses  ' : ‘ Soldiers  in  a train  of  Artillery,  who  were 
next  to  the  gunners,  and  assisted  them  in  loading,  firing,  and  sponging  the 
guns.  They  carried  firelocks  and  marched  with  the  store  waggons  as  guards 
and  assistants.’ 
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139  Cutting  from  Courier,  Dublin,  10  August  1799.  Reproduced 
below. 

140  Blank. 

141  Extract  from  S.  P.  Ireland,  Royal  Letters  Vol.  4,  p.  343.  A.D. 
1710-14  : — ‘Wm.  Fitzgerald  of  the  Co.  Kilkenny,  who  enlisted 
in  the  service  of  the  Pretender,  but  afterwards  deserted,  says  : — 
“One  Colonel  Coakeley’s  son  of  the  County  of  Wexford  had 
carried  to  the  garrison  of  Rouoy  (in  France,  the  rendezvous  for 
the  Irish  recruits)  38  men,  and  there  were  in  that  place  to  the 
best  of  my  belief  near  400  who  had  lately  been  transported  from 
Ireland.  As  I found  no  performance  of  the  fair  promises  made 
to  me  at  the  time  of  my  enlisting  I took  the  first  opportunity  to 
desert.”  ’ 

Note  on  Thos.  Houghton.  Printed  above,  p.  15. 

142  Saltee  Islands. 

‘John  Boxwell,  farmer  of  the  above,  petitions  the  Lords  Justices 
& Councill  from  Wexford  28  October  1708  respecting  the 
depredations  of  Privateers  from  France  and  other  places,  who 
kill  and  take  away  his  cattle.  For  this  in  detail  see  Barony 
Book,  Book  of  Bargy,  p.  420  (P.H.  Mss.,  Vol.  50). 27  There  is  also 
a report  on  it  by  my  father,  the  late  H.  F.  Hore. 

‘The  petition  was  referred  to  a Committee,  but  their  report 
and  any  result  of  proceedings  thereon  is  not  on  record.’ 


DECLARATION  OF  THE  HIGH  SHERIFF  AND 
GRAND  JURY  OF  WEXFORD,  1799 


(The  following  is  taken  from  the  columns  of  the  ‘Courier’  and  is 
dated  io  August  1799  ; it  refers  to  the  destruction  of  Catholic 
churches  and  other  outrages  carried  out  against  the  Catholic  popul- 
ation of  Co.  Wexford  during  the  period  following  the  suppression  of 
the  Insurrection  of  the  previous  year.) 


Dublin,  Aug.  10. 

Half  past  Eight. 

I have  frequently,  of  late,  communicated  the  outrages  of  the 
Orange  faction  in  the  county  of  Wexford  ; but  from  what  cause  I 
know  not,  the  London  prints  have  carefully  suppressed  every  article 
on  that  head.  The  following  declarations  of  the  High  Sheriff  and 


27  Contains  cuttings  from  the  ‘Wexford  Independent’,  dated  18  August 
1849.  See  below,  p.  48. 
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Grand  Jury  of  that  county,  which,  I am  told,  they  mean  to  publish, 
fully  demonstrate  the  authenticity  of  what  I have  in  vain  repeatedly 
mentioned : 


COUNTY  OF  WEXFORD 
Summer  Assizes,  1799 

We,  the  High  Sheriff  and  Grand  Jury  of  the  county  of  Wexford, 
reprobating  in  the  highest  degree  the  wicked  practices  of  certain 
misguided  persons,  or  some  infernal  villains,  who  have,  either  by 
seditious  conversation,  by  threats  or  menaces,  by  burning  of 
chapels,  or  by  any  other  outrage  whatever,  endeavoured  to  destroy 
the  confidence  of  those  who,  implicated  in  the  late  Rebellion,  had 
returned  to  their  obedience,  and  to  their  accustomed  industry,  do 
hereby  declare,  that  we  will,  collectively  or  individually,  receive 
with  thanks  and  attention  every  information  which  may  conduce  to 
bring  to  immediate  and  exemplary  punishment  all  such  infamous 
offenders. 

We  earnestly  wish  strongly  to  impress  the  public  mind  with  an 
assurance,  that  it  is  the  determination  of  Government,  and  of  those 
who  act  under  them,  to  give  the  most  unequivocal  operation  to  the 
Amnesty,  so  mercifully  and  so  wisely  passed  by  the  Legislature. 
Our  object  is  to  tranquillise  the  country,  and  to  give  the  fullest 
protection  in  our  power  to  every  description  of  people  who  conduct 
themselves  as  peaceable  and  loyal  subjects. 

We  hereby  offer  a reward  of  one  hundred  pounds  to  the  first 
person  who  will  apprehend  and  prosecute  to  conviction,  within  six 
calendar  months  from  the  date  hereof,  any  person  who  shall  be 
concerned  in  setting  fire  to  any  chapel  in  this  county. 

Christopher  Wilson,  Sheriff ; 

James  Boyd,  Foreman. 

For  Self  and  Fellows. 


Wexford,  July  26,  1799. 

It  is  a singular  fact,  that  in  all  the  different  towns  and  counties 
which  have  been  frequently  occupied  by  the  Rebels  in  our  late 
unhappy  disturbances,  neither  a Protestant  or  Dissenting  house  of 
worship  has  ever  been  molested. 

The  greatest  alarm  and  uncertainty  continue  to  prevail  here  with 
respect  to  the  combined  fleets  ; but  no  account  of  their  appearing  on 
our  coast  has  yet  been  received.  The  most  active  preparations  are, 
notwithstanding,  going  on,  and  all  continues  bustle  in  the  Ordnance. 
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A Ballad  about  the  execution 
of  Patrick  Power,  i860* 

On  Friday,  13  October  1865,  a middle-aged  farmer  named  Timothy 
Power,  who  with  his  family  had  originally  come  from  Co.  Wicklow, 
met  a violent  death  near  his  home  in  Cromóg,  near  Bun  Clóidí. 
Earlier  that  day  he  had  brought  a sack  of  oats  to  the  mills  at  Cloch 
Ámainn  to  be  ground  for  pig-feed.  On  his  return  home  he  was  killed 
by  his  twenty-one  year  old  son,  Patrick.  The  weapon  used  was  a 
hay-fork. 

An  inquest  opened  in  Crornog  on  the  following  Monday  and  was 
adjourned  the  next  day  to  Bun  Clóidí  where  it  continued  until  Thurs- 
day. The  presiding  magistrates  were  Thomas  Dennehy,  R.M., 
Thomas  Braddell  and  Captain  Esmonde  White  ; the  jury  consisted 
of  William  Lewis,  Francis  Guilbride,  Thomas  Prandy,  John  H. 
Gillies,  Denis  Lawler,  William  Macutchen,  William  Philips,  Matthew 
Canning,  John  Thompson,  John  Kavanagh,  Patrick  Creane,  Daniel 
Comerford,  Owen  Connors,  Patrick  Murphy  and  Bartholomew 
Donohue.1 

Patrick  Power  was  remanded  in  custody  and  after  his  trial  was 
convicted  of  the  murder  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  The  execution 
took  place  on  the  morning  of  Wednesday,  4 April  1866,  in  front  of 
Wexford  Jail.  Some  days  previously  the  prisoner  insisted  on  making 
a public  confession  of  his  crime  in  the  presence  of  one  of  the  curates, 
Father  John  Roice,  and  two  of  the  prison  warders,  and  afterwards 
said,  T am  glad  now  that  I have  told  all,  as  it  relieves  my  mind,  and 
I am  happier  to  be  here  and  to  die  than  to  have  my  liberty  and 
go  home  again.’  Father  Thomas  Cloney  spent  the  whole  night  in  the 
cell  with  the  condemned  man  before  the  execution,  and  early  in  the 
morning  Canon  James  Roche  and  Father  Roice  arrived.  Mass  was 
celebrated  in  the  prison  chapel,  the  prisoner  attending  and  receiving 
Holy  Communion. 

The  provincial  press  gave  a factual  account  of  the  execution.  ‘At 
ten  minutes  past  eight  the  executioner  . . . pinioned  the  culprit, 
and  having  placed  the  white  cap  on  his  head,  and  the  rope  around 
the  man’s  neck,  the  well-constructed  and  moveable  gibbet,  which 
has  been  lately  made  in  this  town,  and  on  which  the  prisoner  had 
been  placed,  was  run  out  on  the  travelling  platform  over  the  front 
gate  of  the  prison.  . . .’2 

The  clergy  of  the  various  denominations  in  the  town  and  neigh- 
bourhood of  Wexford  had  appealed  to  their  congregations  not  to 
attend  to  witness  the  public  execution.  Their  advice  had  some  effect 

* Query  : was  this  the  last  public  execution  at  Wexford  ? 

1 Wexford  People , 28  October  1865. 

2 The  Waterford  Mail , 6 April  1866. 
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as  the  crowd  who  gathered  in  front  of  the  jail  was  considered  by  the 
press  reporters  as  being  small — estimated  at  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons — and  included  only  a few  women. 

The  trial  and  execution,  and  especially  Power’s  public  confession, 
not  surprisingly  aroused  a good  deal  of  interest,  and  some  anony- 
mous ballad-maker  was  inspired  to  compose  the  following  caoineadh .3 


A sorrowful  lamentation 
on  the  execution  of  Patrick  Power 
who  suffered  at  the  front  of  Wexford  Jail  on  the  4th  of  April 
for  the  Unnatural  Murder  of  his  Father 

Attend  each  feeling  Christian  who  now  my  fate  bewail ; 

This  day  terminates  my  fate  in  front  of  Wexford  jail ; 

For  the  base  and  fearful  murder  of  my  father  I must  die 
In  bitter  pain  and  agony  upon  the  gallows  high. 

Farewell  to  this  wicked  world,  my  hour  is  come  at  last, 

And  in  my  lonely  prison  cell  a dreary  month  I’ve  passed, 
Reflecting  on  my  awful  crime  and  my  untimely  doom, 

At  an  early  age  to  end  my  days,  cut  down  in  health  and  bloom. 

My  father  was  a farmer  and  reared  me  tenderly 
Not  far  from  Newtownbarry  by  hard  industry, 

Expecting  when  I’d  be  a man  a help  to  him  I’d  be, 

But  alas  ! I was  his  butcher,  which  proves  my  destiny. 

For  me  there  is  no  compassion  for  the  awful  deed  I’ve  done — 
To  say  a loving  father  was  murdered  by  his  son  ; 

A far  worse  end  I do  deserve  before  you  all  this  day, 

But  may  God  on  high  blot  out  my  crime  let  every  Christian  pray. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  October  last,  to  me  a woeful  day, 

By  Satan’s  curs’d  temptation  my  father  did  waylay  ; 

On  his  return  from  the  mill  I did  him  assassinate, 

For  which  I’m  sorry  to  the  heart  but  now  it  is  too  late. 

Being  provided  with  a pitchfork  to  meet  him  I did  go, 

With  which  I gave  him  fifteen  stabs,  his  blood  in  streams  did  flow; 
He  cried  to  me  for  mercy,  his  words  were  all  in  vain  ; 

I left  him  lifeless  on  the  ground,  for  which  I die  in  shame. 

At  an  early  hour  this  morning  what  terror  struck  my  heart 
When  the  good  priest  who  attended  me  those  words  to  me 
exclaimed : 

‘Come,  take  this  blessed  crucifix  with  courage  and  follow  me  ; 

You  are  going  to  face  your  Saviour  who  died  on  Calvary.’ 


3Ballad  sheet  printed  in  Dublin  by  P.  Brereton,  1 Lower  Exchange  Street. 
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As  time  don’t  permit  me  to  delay  I must  ascend  the  trap 
Where  death  is  waiting  on  me  till  the  hangman  lets  me  drop  ; 
And  while  I stand  upon  the  call  which  ends  my  sinful  hour, 
Pray  may  the  Lord  have  mercy  on  the  soul  of  Patrick  Power. 

Farewell,  my  faithful  priest,  adieu,  that  has  attended  me, 

And  the  pious  nuns  of  Wexford,  that  pure  society  ; 

Their  instructions  were  most  pleasing  and  calmed  my  troubled 
mind  ; 

All  my  hopes  I place  in  Mary,  she’s  a Mother  good  and  kind. 

Farewell  to  Newtownbarry  and  my  neighbours  one  and  all, 
And  watch  and  pray  by  night  and  day  or  you  will  surely  fall. 
Let  each  wild  and  wicked  youth  a warning  take  by  me  : 

Be  guided  by  your  parents  and  avoid  bad  company. 


GUILBRIDE’S  ‘MUSEUM’  IN  BUN  CLOIDI  1895 


The  premises  now  occupied  by  Messrs  Mulrennan  in  Main  Street, 
Bun  Clóidí,  were  originally  occupied  by  Francis  and  Samuel 
Guilbride.  These  gentlemen  were  keen  antiquarians,  the  latter 
occasionally  lecturing  to  various  local  groups  on  the  histoiy  of  the 
locality,  especially  to  the  ‘Young  Men’s  Mutual  Improvement 
Society’,  founded  about  1870,  and  which  used  to  meet  in  the  Court 
House.1  It  is  evident  from  the  following  account,  taken  from  the 
Wexford  ‘People’  of  22  May  1895,  that  the  Guilbrides  had  succeeded 
in  assembling  quite  a fine  collection  of  historical  objects. 

One  wonders  what  were  the  ‘interesting  relics  of  the  famous  but 
unfortunate  battle  of  Newtownbarry’ — the  reference  being,  presum- 
ably, to  the  ‘battle  of  the  Pound’  of  1831. 2 Unfortunately,  after  the 


1 Bassett’s  Wexford  347. 

2 See  de  Vál,  Bun  Clóidí  165-190,  and  below  p,  43. 
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deaths  of  the  owners  the  collection  was  broken  up  and  the  where- 
abouts of  the  various  items  are  now  unknown. 

However,  one  interesting  possession  of  the  Guilbrides  may  be  seen 
in  the  Castle  Museum,  Enniscorthy.  This  is  a sedan-chair  which  was 
used  by  the  wife  of  John  Maxwell  Barry  (Lord  Farnham),  Lady 
Lucy,  who  died  in  1833.  The  chair  was  presented  to  the  museum  in 
1964  by  Mrs  Edith  Warren  of  Mill  House,  Bun  Clóidí — the  residence, 
incidentally,  of  the  Guilbride  family. 

Francis  and  Samuel  Guilbride  were  the  eighth  and  tenth  children 
respectively  of  Francis  Guilbride  and  Ann  Langford  who  were 
married  in  1828.  Samuel  died  in  1897  in  his  fifty-first  year  ; Francis 
(jnr)  died  in  1919  at  the  age  of  79. 

‘Even  the  least  enthusiastic  student  of  matters  of  antiquarian  or 
historical  note  will  find  something  of  interest  in  a private  hall  in  the 
Main-street,  Newtownbarry,  which,  through  the  unselfishness  of 
the  proprietor,  may,  with  more  appropriateness,  or  at  least  with  a 
greater  approach  to  the  truth,  be  called  a public  hall.  It  is  the  hall 
attached  to  the  spacious  business  premises  of  Messrs.  Francis  and 
Samuel  Guilbride,  drapers  and  merchants,  in  the  pretty  little  town  of 
Bunclody. 

‘The  collection  of  objects  of  curiosity  and  antiquity  would  find  few 
parallels  in  Ireland,  and  indeed  the  nearest  approach  to  this  collection 
whether  in  point  of  quantity,  or,  if  the  word  is  permissible,  of  quality, 
is  to  be  seen  in  the  office  of  Lord  Portsmouth’s  agent,  Mr.  G.  C. 
Roberts,  Enniscorthy. 

‘Messrs.  Guilbride’s  collection  includes  swords  and  pikes  and 
weapons  used  in  every  notable  war,  whether  in  the  British  Isles  or 
on  the  Continent ; also  the  stuffed  carcases  of  some  rara[e\  aves  and 
various  other  curiosities  too  numerous  to  detail.  Amongst  the 
collection  is  the  wooden  leg  of  a famous  hero  in  some  Continental 
war,  and  also  the  skull  of  a murderess  who  was  executed  many  years 
ago  in  Limerick,  and  which  was  found  by  the  late  Dr.  Guilbride  in 
Barrington’s  Hospital.  Mr.  Guilbride  has  also  some  interesting  relics 
of  the  famous  but  unfortunate  battle  of  Newtownbarry. 

‘The  writer  of  this  article  with  some  Wexford  friends  who  recently 
“travelled  on  the  wheel’’  from  Enniscorthy  to  Bunclody  had  an 
opportunity,  through  the  invariable  kindness  of  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  firm,  of  “being  shown”  through  this  collection,  the  interest 
in  which  was  considerably  accentuated  by  the  explanatory  observa- 
tions on  each  made  either  by  Mr.  or  Mrs.  Guilbride,  and  even  the 
Masters  Guilbride — whose  knowledge  of  the  Collection,  their  original 
location  or  use,  was,  to  say  the  least  of  it  precocious — were  extremely 
kind  in  informing  the  strangers  as  far  as  possible.  We  are  sure  that 
the  Messrs.  Guilbride  would  extend  the  same  privilege  to  any 
person  to  have  a “look  through”  this  collection  of  which  they  are  the 
fortunate  possessers.’ 
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The  ‘Battle  of  the  Pound" 

SÉAMAS  S.  de  VÁL 

A source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  in  the  nine- 
teenth century  was  the  Tithe  system  under  which  they  were  com- 
pelled to  support  the  clergy  of  the  Established  Church.  One  of  the 
most  outspoken  opponents  of  the  system  was  the  New  Ross-born 
bishop  of  Kildare  and  Leighlin,  Right  Reverend  James  Doyle 
(‘J.K.L.’),  who  described  it  as  ‘unjust  in  principle,  destructive  of 
religion,  and  subversive  of  the  peace  and  happiness  of  our  native 
land’.1  His  views  more  than  once  brought  him  into  verbal  conflict 
with  Lord  Farnham  of  Bun  Clóidí. 

Since  1810  the  rector  of  Bun  Clóidí  was  the  Reverend  Alexander 
McClintock  who  had  always  been  considered  ‘an  amiable  and 
inoffensive  gentleman’.2  In  1831,  however,  it  was  alleged  that  the 
tithes  were  being  demanded  before  they  were  due  and  payment  was 
refused.  Consequently,  two  head  of  cattle  belonging  to  Patrick 
Doyle  of  Tombrick  and  another  belonging  to  a man  named  Nowlan 
were  seized  and  were  to  be  sold  in  Bun  Clóidí  on  Saturday,  18  June. 
The  amount  of  money  in  dispute  was  £2.  8s.  od. 

There  was  great  opposition  to  the  proposed  sale.  Placards  were 
got  printed  in  Dublin  and  posted  up  in  towns  and  villages  as  far 
away  as  Baltinglass,  publicising  the  fact  that  the  cattle  were  to  be 
sold  for  tithe.  The  local  magistrates  feared  trouble  and  between  150 
and  200  yeomen  were  concentrated  in  Bun  Clóidí  from  various  places 
to  reinforce  the  local  corps.  In  addition  there  were  thirty-seven 
policemen. 

About  mid-day  on  Saturday  the  cattle  were  brought  up  from  the 
Pound  on  Ryland  Road  and  put  on  the  Market  Square  near  the 
‘Nursery’  wall.  In  spite  of  the  vigilance  of  two  bailiffs,  some  young 
men  succeeded  in  driving  the  cattle  out  to  the  centre  of  the  square, 
and  eventually  the  animals  moved  of  their  own  accord  down  Ryland 
Street  on  their  way  home.  Captain  William  Graham  of  the  yeomanry, 
and  police  Captain  King  followed  the  cattle,  overtaking  them  at 
Ryland  and  bringing  them  back  to  the  Pound,  where  thirty  or  forty 
people  had  gathered.  John  Ralph,  postmaster  and  hotelier,  and  tithe 
agent  for  Mr  McClintock,  announced  that  the  sale  would  take  place, 
not  at  the  Pound,  but  in  the  town,  and  asked  the  people  to  return 
there.  The  crowd  made  no  move,  and  fearing  that  the  police  could 
not  handle  the  situation  on  their  own,  Captain  Graham  rode  off  to 
fetch  the  yeomen. 

Meanwhile,  the  crowd  at  the  Pound  increased  in  size  and  with  the 
arrival  of  the  yeomen  became  rather  noisy.  Graham  told  the  people 
to  disperse  ‘or  we  will  have  to  use  violence’.  ‘Don’t  deceive  your- 


1 W.  J.  Fitz-Patrick,  The  Life,  Times  & Correspondence  of  the  Right  Rev.  Dr. 
Doyle,  i 306. 

2 Letter  of  Canon  Thomas  Doyle,  Irish  Catholic,  24  Nov.  1896. 
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selves,’  he  said.  ‘Every  musket  here  is  loaded.’  John  Doyle,  son  of 
the  owner  of  the  cattle,  offered  to  drive  the  cattle  to  the  town  him- 
self, and  if  they  were  sold  he  would  redress  himself  by  the  law  ; he 
asked  Graham  to  disperse  the  yeomen.  The  Captain,  however,  after  a 
brief  but  heated  altercation  with  some  of  the  bystanders,  ordered 
John  Ralph  to  drive  out  the  cattle. 

Six  policemen  went  in  front  of  the  cattle  and  six  more  behind. 
The  yeomen  were  drawn  up  on  the  roadway  along  the  wall  of  the 
Pound  with  Captain  Graham  on  horseback  on  their  right.  The  party 
moved  off,  Graham  wheeling  after  them  and  each  corps  of  yeomanry 
falling  into  place  in  turn. 

As  they  moved  away,  the  crowd  pressed  in  around  the  yeomen 
who,  using  their  bayonets,  ordered  them  to  keep  back.  Some  of  the 
people  were  injured,  but  only  slightly,  and  retorted  angrily  that 
they  had  as  good  a right  to  the  road  as  the  yeomen.  After  this  a few 
stones  were  thrown  at  the  yeomanry  and  there  was  some  jostling, 
and  Captain  Graham,  stooping  in  the  saddle,  was  heard  ordering  the 
yeomen  to  ‘Fire  on  them  ! ’ A shot  rang  out,  then  some  more,  and 
after  that  a general  volley. 

Immediately  the  people  began  to  run  for  safety  in  all  directions, 
some  back  towards  the  town,  others  crossing  the  ditches  on  both 
sides  of  the  road  and  running  towards  the  ‘Scrub’  and  to  the  river. 
The  yeomen  reloaded  and  fired  at  least  three  times  and  many  of  the 
fleeing  people  were  seen  to  fall  on  the  roadway  and  in  the  Meadow. 
Others  were  struck  as  they  ran  across  the  Pound  field  towards  the 
Scrub.  Owing  to  lack  of  cover,  most  of  the  victims  fell  on  the 
Meadow  side. 

One  of  the  yeomen,  William  Rogan,  leaving  the  ranks  to  take 
better  aim,  stepped  into  the  firing  line  and  was  struck  in  the  head 
by  a ball  from  the  musket  of  one  of  his  companions  and  died 
instantly. 

When  the  shooting  ceased  and  the  terror  of  the  panic-stricken 
people  was  somewhat  allayed,  some  went  back  to  the  tragic  scene. 
‘After  the  affair  was  over,’  said  Mdg  Doyle  of  Ballyphilip,  T went 
down  and  saw  a great  many  killed  and  wounded  on  the  road  and  in 
the  fields.  There  were  three  or  four  dead  on  the  road  and  a great 
number  mortally  wounded,  a good  many  of  whom  have  since  died. 
They  were  in  the  fields  at  both  sides  of  the  road  ; two  were  at  the 
edge  of  the  Slaney,  and  one  wounded  person  lying  in  the  Slaney.’ 

As  soon  as  he  heard  the  commotion  at  the  Pound,  the  curate, 
Father  James  Walsh,  left  his  house  (which  adjoined  the  recently 
demolished  St  Mary’s  Church)  and  went  down  by  the  river  until  he 
came  opposite  the  Pound.  As  he  made  to  wade  across,  a shower  of 
bullets  whizzed  by  his  head,  but  when  the  firing  stopped  he  crossed 
the  river  and  attended  to  the  victims. 

Among  the  dead  were  Andrew  MacDonald  of  Ballinapark,  James 
O Neill  of  Gráig  Mór,  and  Stephen  Whitty.  Michael  Doyle,  only  son 
of  Mary  Doyle  of  Kildalloo,  was  on  his  way  home  with  a load  of  lime 
when  he  was  shot  through  the  breast  and  died  in  about  an  hour  and 
a half.  As  his  body  was  being  brought  home,  word  came  that  he 
should  be  brought  back  to  Bun  Clóidí  for  an  inquest.  Others  killed 
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were  Thomas  Butler,  Myles  Dillon,  James  Doyle  of  Ballyphilip, 
Philip  Redmond,  Patrick  Leary  of  Ros  Ard,  and  another  man 
named  Leary.  One  of  the  saddest  cases  was  that  of  Mary  Mulrooney, 
wife  of  John  Mulrooney  of  Munfin.  The  mother  of  six  or  seven 
children,  she  was  pregnant  at  the  time  of  her  death  ; she  was  shot 
through  the  abdomen.  A boy  named  Thomas  Waters,  son  of  a 
yeoman,  James  Waters  of  Barnahask,  was  shot  through  the  chest. 
On  Ryland  Road,  opposite  the  lowermost  cabin,  lay  the  body  of 
William  Rogan  with  his  wife  weeping  over  him.  Many  others  were 
wounded,  some  seriously  : a boy,  John  Byrne,  was  hit  in  the  chest 
at  the  gate  leading  into  the  Scrub  ; he  died  on  the  following  Tuesday. 
Aonong  the  wounded  was  John  Doyle,  who  had  offered  to  drive  the 
cattle  back  to  the  town.  A ball  had  blinded  both  his  eyes.  He  was 
brought  home  by  his  brother,  Móg,  who  was  with  him  at  the  Pound. 
The  wounded  numbered  at  least  twenty-five. 

One  of  those  who  earned  the  gratitude  of  the  people  at  this  tragic 
time  was  the  Reverend  H.  G.  Cholmondely  as  well  as  his  English- 
born  wife  who  visited  the  homes  of  the  wounded,  supplying  bandages 
and  blankets,  and  engaging  three  doctors  to  attend  them.  Another 
who  gave  much  assistance  was  Lady  Devereux  of  Ballyrankin. 

No  time  was  lost  in  calling  on  the  civil  authorities  to  investigate 
the  occurrence.  On  Sunday,  19  June,  a memorial  was  sent  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant,  outlining  the  circumstances  and  asking  for  an 
investigation.  It  was  signed  on  behalf  of  the  people  by  the  following  : 
H.  G.  Cholmondely ; James  Walsh,  C.C.;  John  Ffrench,  P.P.  of  Cill 
Rois  ; Myles  Doyle  ; James  Curry  ; Edward  Moore  ; Charles  Ryan  ; 
John  Kennedy ; Darby  Nowlan  ; Martin  Murphy ; James  Murphy 
and  Lewis  Moore. 

A prompt  reply  was  forthcoming.  Early  on  Monday  morning 
Mr  R.  Green,  K.C.,  arrived  in  Bun  Clóidí  to  begin  the  investigation. 
Accompanied  by  the  High  Sheriff  and  fourteen  magistrates  he  began 
the  inquiry  in  the  Sunday  School-room  but  was  soon  informed  that 
the  Sunday  School  premises  were  needed  for  the  Coroner's  inquest, 
and  the  magisterial  investigation  was  adjourned  to  Ralph’s  hotel, 
‘The  King’s  Arms’. 

At  eleven  o’clock  the  same  morning  the  inquest  opened  at  the 
Courthouse  in  Church  Street  with  a jury  composed  of  six  Protestants: 
Captain  Nicholas  Browne  of  Ballinapark,  foreman  ; Stephen  Rad- 
cliffe ; Thomas  Barker;  John  Young;  Richard  West  and  William 
Lewis  ; and  six  Catholics  : Lewis  Moore  ; Michael  Dunne  ; William 
Comerford  ; Myles  Doyle  ; James  Redmond  and  Edward  Moore. 

The  taking  of  depositions  and  the  examination  of  the  witnesses 
continued  until  the  Wednesday  of  the  following  week,  29  June.  At 
three  o’clock  that  afternoon  the  court  was  cleared  and  the  jury 
locked  up  to  begin  their  deliberations,  but  before  they  could  reach  a 
verdict  the  foreman  became  ill  and  was  allowed  to  go  home.  The 
other  jurymen  were  discharged  but  refused  to  be  sworn  to  secrecy. 
There  was  little  probability  of  agreement  being  reached.  The 
Protestant  jurymen  were  for  finding  that  the  people  were  killed  by 
persons  unknown  belonging  to  the  yeomanry  and  police,  while  the 
Catholic  section  of  the  jury  wanted  to  include  in  the  verdict  the  names 
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of  the  several  yeomen  who  were  sworn  to  as  having  fired  shots  at  the 
people,  and  that  they  had  acted  under  the  command  of  Captain 
Graham.  Neither  section  was  prepared  to  compromise.  This  extra- 
ordinary course  of  events  caused  great  amazement  among  the  people 
and  the  coroner  sent  to  the  authorities  for  instructions  as  to  the 
procedure  to  be  followed. 

Meanwhile,  during  the  progress  of  the  inquest,  Father  Walsh 
exhorted  the  people  to  do  nothing  which  would  disturb  the  peace. 
At  Mass  on  Sunday,  26  June,  he  reminded  the  congregation  of  their 
duty  of  returning  good  for  evil.  Many  of  his  hearers  were  in  tears 
as  he  spoke  of  the  calamity  which  had  befallen  them.  To  the  credit 
of  all  concerned,  no  act  of  retaliation  was  committed  throughout  the 
period.  A special  reporter,  however,  wrote  in  the  Freeman’s  Journal 
of  ‘the  merciless  authors  and  actors  in  this  mournful  tragedy  strutting 
along  the  streets  in  all  the  cheerfulness  of  certain  impunity  and  in  all 
the  insolence  of  triumph’.3  Other  charges  of  insolence  and  defiance 
were  made.  A consignment  of  arms  was  distributed  among  the 
members  of  a newly-raised  corps  of  yeomanry  in  Clonegal.  While 
the  body  of  young  John  Byrne  was  being  brought  home  for  burial 
after  the  inquest  a yeoman  came  out  of  his  house  and  fired  a shot  in 
the  air.  Then  there  was  the  ‘linch-pin  incident’  : during  the  first 
week  of  July,  one  of  the  Bun  Clóidí  yeomen  sent  his  horse  and  cart 
for  turf.  The  linch-pin  accidentally  fell  out  of  the  axle  and  the 
wheel  came  off.  The  neighbours  refused  to  assist  and  the  driver  had 
to  return  to  report  to  his  master.  The  yeoman  immediately  got  his 
musket  and  rode  out  to  wreak  vengeance  on  whoever,  he  said, 
removed  or  stole  the  linchpin  ! Fortunately,  some  of  his  friends  met 
him  and  persuaded  him  to  return  home.  The  next  day  Captain 
Graham  sent  out  five  of  the  police  to  arrest  one  of  the  men  who  had 
dared  to  refuse  assistance  ! 

High  Mass  was  celebrated  in  St  Mary’s  Church  in  Bun  Clóidí  on 
Thursday,  7 July,  for  those  killed  in  the  shooting.  Thirty  priests 
attended.  A rumour  circulated  to  the  effect  that  the  yeomanry 
had  fired  shots  in  derision  over  the  church  while  Mass  was  going  on, 
and  this  was  the  subject  of  an  investigation  carried  out  by  Brigade 
Major  Robert  Bushe  and  reported  upon  on  17  August.  His  con- 
clusion was  that  the  charge  was  ‘totally  untrue  and  without  found- 
ation’, especially  having  spoken  with  Father  Walsh  who  ‘disclaimed 
any  knowledge  of  any  disturbance  having  taken  place,  or  the 
slightest  interruption  or  offence  having  been  offered  by  the  Yeomanry 
on  that  or  any  other  day  since  the  affray’.  In  fact,  the  shot  which 
had  been  heard,  was  fired  by  a gamekeeper  on  Lord  Farnham’s 
estate  close  by. 

On  Monday,  10  July,  a parliamentary  investigation  began  in  Bun 
Clóidí  and  continued  until  Thursday.  It  resulted  in  five  of  the 
yeomen  being  committed  for  having  fired  shots  that  took  effect, 
and  warrants  being  issued  against  eighteen  or  twenty  more  who  had 
fired.  Captain  Graham  was  ordered  to  provide  bail  for  himself  of 
£1,000  with  two  sureties  of  £500.  Some  of  the  magistrates  were  of 
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the  opinion  that  he  should  not  be  admitted  to  bail  at  all. 

Captain  Graham  and  ten  other  yeomen  appeared  in  court  at  the 
Wexford  Assizes  on  18  July,  but  owing  to  the  non-attendance  of 
some  witnesses  the  case  was  postponed  to  the  Assizes  of  March  1832. 
The  subsequent  proceedings  were  summed  up  in  an  editorial  in  the 
Freeman’s  Journal  of  6 March  as  follows  : ‘Mr.  Green  having  sent  to 
the  Grand  Jury  of  Wexford  new  bills  of  indictment  for  murder 
against  Captain  Graham  and  his  brother  yeomen  . . . , the  bills  were 
ignored  . . . The  trial  of  Kilfoyle,  police  sergeant,  ...  on  an  indict- 
ment of  manslaughter  . . . has  terminated  in  a similar  harmless 
manner.’  Thus  ended  the  chapter  of  Bun  Clóidí’s  history  which  has 
since  been  known  as  ‘the  battle  ot  the  Pound’. 

Agitation  against  the  tithes  continued  to  increase  and  meetings 
were  held  all  over  the  country  to  demand  their  abolition,  for  example 
one  held  in  the  chapel  yard  at  Clonegal  on  24  January  1832.  Six 
years  later,  partial  relief  from  the  tithe  tax  was  granted  by  Act  of 
Parliament,  and  with  the  Church  Disestablishment  Act  of  1869  the 
tithe  system  was  abolished. 


FOCLÓIR  AN  DUINNÍNIGH 


Tháinig  an  chéad  eagrán  d’fhoclóir  Gaeilge  an  Ath.  Pádraig  Ó 
Duinnin  amach  sa  bhliain  1904  agus  ghaibh  Comhairle  Chumann  na 
Scribhinni  Gaeilge  a mbuíochas  leo  siúd  uile  a bhl  tar  éis  cúnamh 
airgid  a thabhairt  chun  an  focldir  a fhoilsiú.  Bhi  an  tAth.  Tomás  Ó 
Cluanaigh  tar  éis  suimeanna  airgid  a bhailiú  i gCo.  Loch  Garman. 
Seo  liosta  na  síntiúsóirí : 

£ s-  d. 


An  Dr  Sár-Oir.  Séamas  de  Brún,  easpag  . . . . 100 

An  tAth.  Rd-Oir.  Liam  Mac  Óda,  uachtarán  Choláiste 

Pheadair  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10  6 

An  tAth.  Ró-Oir.  Seán  Mac  Eochaidh,  O.S.A.,  Baile 

Ghrant  100 

An  tAth.  Séamas  Ó Donnabháin,  B.D.,  Coláiste  Pheadair  10  6 

An  tAth.  Eoghan  Mac  Eochaidh,  Cam  Eolaing  . . 100 

An  tAth.  Tomás  Ó Cluanaigh,  Loch  Garman  . . . . 100 

An  tAth.  Dáith  Ó Bolguír,  Ráth  Ghearóid  . . . . 5 o 

R.  de  Graoin,  O.S.,  Ráth  Ghearóid  . . . . . . 26 

An  Ab-Mháthair,  Clochar  Mhuire  D.C.I.,  Bun  Clóidí  . . 1 1 o 

An  Ab-Mháthair,  Clochar  na  Toirbhirte,  Inis  Córthaidh  10  6 

An  Ab-Mháthair,  Clochar  na  Trdcaire,  Inis  Córthaidh  . . 10  o 

An  Ab-Mháthair,  Clochar  Eoin  le  Dia,  Loch  Garman  . . 10  o 

Craobh  Loch  Garman  de  Chonradh  na  Gaeilge  . . . . 100 

Craobh  Inis  Cdrthaidh  de  Chonradh  na  Gaeilge . . . . 100 

Craobh  Ros  Mhic  Thriúin  de  Chonradh  na  Gaeilge  . . 10  o 
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Raids  on  the  Saltee  Islands 
by  French  Privateers 

THE  PETITION  OF  JOHN  BOXWELL  1707 


From  1702  until  1713  the  conflict  known  as  the  War  of  the  Spanish 
Succession  was  fought  between  France  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
Grand  Alliance  formed  of  England,  Holland,  Austria  and  other 
states,  on  the  other.  Louis  XIV  of  France  wanted  to  put  his  grand- 
son, Philip  of  Anjou,  on  the  Spanish  throne.  By  the  Treaty  of 
Utrecht  which  ended  the  war,  Louis  succeeded  in  his  object,  with 
the  proviso  that  Philip’s  heirs  should  not  claim  the  kingship  of 
Spain  ; Spain  had  to  cede  Gibraltar  to  Britain  while  France  ceded 
Newfoundland  to  Britain. 

A sidelight  on  the  war  is  afforded  by  the  following  references  to 
the  activities  of  French  privateers  around  the  southeast  coast  of 
Ireland.  These  ships  were  especially  engaged  in  harassing  the 
merchant  vessels  belonging  to  the  enemy,  and  when  in  need  of 
provisions,  or  while  taking  shelter  from  storms,  would  make  raids  on 
vulnerable  points  along  the  coast.  The  Saltees  off  the  Wexford  coast 
were,  apparently,  frequently  raided — every  week,  almost,  according 
to  the  complaint  of  the  luckless  owner,  John  Boxwell. 

His  petition  to  the  Lords  Justices  for  compensation  for  his  losses 
sustained  in  these  raids,  and  other  relevant  documents,  were  printed 
in  the  Wexford  Independent  of  18  August  1849.  These  were  copied 
from  the  original  State  Papers  in  Dublin.  The  contributor  to  the 
Wexford  Independent  prefaces  them  by  saying  that,  during  a ‘recent 
sojourn  in  the  metropolis’,  he  had  called  ‘at  the  Rolls’  Court’  where 
he  had  made  ‘copies  of  the  following  apparently  marvellous  but 
truthful  documents’.  They  are  given  below  exactly  in  the  form  in 
which  they  are  presented  in  the  newspaper  columns. 


Wexford,  20th  October  1708. 

May  It  please  your  Honours — In  Obedience  to  yor  Honrs 
Letter  of  the  30th  of  June  last  I have  fully  informed  myself  con- 
cerning Mr.  Boxwell’s  Petition  about  the  Islands  of  Saltesse  and  I 
doe  find  as  in  his  Petition  is  set  forth  that  Boxwell  is  tenant  to  Major 
Andrew  Knox  and  that  he  pays  him  the  Rent  of  Fourteen  pounds 
per  ann.  which  Islands  lye  between  the  Harbours  of  Wexford,  Rosse 
and  Waterford. — I know  myself  as  well  as  by  the  account  I have 
from  the  Cost  Officers  that  the  said  Islands  are  Molested  and  In- 
vested by  Privateers  almost  every  week  and  I doe  verily  believe  that 
they  doe  take  cattle  or  anything  else  that  can  be  for  their  purpose 
constantly  out  of  the  said  Islands  and  on  Monday  last  being  the 
eighteenth  Instant  John  Boxwell,  Nicholas  Whitty  and  Mary 
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Hone  came  before  me  and  proved  that  the  said  Boxwell  from  time  to 
time  had  lost  or  taken  from  him  by  several  French  Privateers  since 
this  war  to  the  value  of  above  fifty  pounds  Ster,  and  that  one  of  the 
Privateers  since  this  present  war  began  carryed  of  one  of  the  said 
Boxwell’s  brothers  from  the  said  Islands,  and  that  he  never  heard 
from  him  since. 

[Signature  illegible] 


To  their  Excies  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council, 

The  humble  pet  on.  of  John  Boxwell 

Humbly  Sheweth — That  yor  petr  holds  the  Islands  of  Saltesses 
containing  250a  or  thereabouts  situate  betwixt  the  harbours  of 
Wexford,  Ross  and  Waterford  by  lease  from  Andrew  Knox,  Esqr 
Majr  of  the  Fort  of  Kinsale,  and  that  yor  petr  pays  for  the  sd 
Islands  the  yearly  Rent  of  £14  o o. 

That  the  said  Islands  since  the  beginning  of  this  present  war  have 
frequently  been  molested  by  privateers  infesting  the  Coasts  of 
Waterford,  Wexford,  Ross,  and  other  adjacent  ports,  who  anchor, 
land  and  destroy  yor  petrs  Cattle  grazing  on  the  sd  Islands  victualling 
and  watring  their  Ships  and  furnishing  themselves  with  other 
necessaries  of  yor  petrs  Effects. — That  the  sd  Islands  lie  contiguous 
to  the  aforesd  ports  are  made  by  the  sd  privateers  a defence  agst  the 
injuries  of  the  weather,  yor  petnrs  Cattle  and  other  Effects  being  a 
support  to  them  during  their  abode  there,  and  her  Majts  Subjects 
and  Shipping  considerably  prejudiced  by  the  insults  of  their  enemies. 
That  the  last  French  privateer  that  was  brought  into  this  Harbour 
by  Capt  Saunders  had  killed  and  taken  off  the  sd  Island  sevrl 
Cattle.  That  the  Cattle  taken  by  the  sd  privateers  at  sevrl  times 
amounted  to  the  sum  of  £50  and  upwards.  That  yor  petr  had  a 
relation  since  the  present  warr  carried  off  out  of  the  sd  Islands  by 
the  sd  privateers  and  never  heard  off  since.  That  yor  petr  is  destitute 
of  any  other  way  to  discharge  the  growing  Rent  he  is  by  his  lease 
lyable  to  pay  yearly  Except  by  stocking  the  sd  Islands  with  Cattle 
wch  tends  to  the  advantage  of  her  Majts  Enemies  discouragement 
of  the  Trade  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  adjacent  ports  wch  yor  petr 
is  likewise  apprehensive  will  Render  him  obnoxious  to  your  Excies 
displeasure  and  submitts  these  his  difficult  Circumstances  to  yor 
Exceies  and  Lordps. 

May  it  therefore  please  yor  Excies  and  L.ps  to  consid.  yor  petrs 
Circumstances  and  to  grant  him  such  a Sume  for  his  past  losses  as 
to  yor  Excies  shall  Seem  meet,  and  if  yor  Excies  and  Lo.ps  will 
agree  wth  yor  petr  for  the  rent  of  the  said  Islande  yor  petr  will  leave 
the  Same  wast,  or  otherwise  give  directions  herein  as  to  yor  Excies 
and  Lordps  in  yor  great  wisdom  shall  Seem  meet. 

And  yor  petr  will  ever  pray,  &c., 


JOSEPH  HENRY,  Agent. 
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By  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council 

Narcissus  Armach.  R.  Freeman,  C. 

Ordered  that  the  within  pet  on  of  John  Boxwell  be  and  is  hereby 
referred  to  the  Chiefe  Comrs  and  Govrs  of  her  Majts  Revenue  in  this 
Kingdom  to  examine  into  the  sevrl  allegations  thereof  and  forthwith 
report  to  us  a true  State  of  the  whole  matter.  Given  at  the  Council 
Chamber  in  Dublin  the  nth  day  of  February  1707-8. 

Inchiquin,  Blessington,  Cha.  Feilding,  R.  Flynne,  Robt.  Doyne,  T. 
Fairfax,  Cha  Dering. 


To  their  Excies  the  Lords  Justices  & Council 

May  it  please  your  Excies  & Lordps — In  obedience  to  yor 
Excies  and  Lordps  order  of  Refference  on  the  pet  on  of  John  Boxwell, 
we  have  examined  into  the  sevrl  allegations  therof,  and  on  the  best 
information  we  can  gett,  we  do  find  and  humbly  report, 

That  the  petr  Rents  the  Islands  of  Saltesses  at  fourteen  pounds 
per  ann,  that  the  sd  Islands  have  been,  and  are  frequently  infested 
by  privateers,  who  take  Cattle  and  what  Else  they  can  find  there, 
for  their  purpose.  That  one  of  the  privateers  carried  off  from  the  sd 
Island  one  of  the  petrs  Brothers,  who  was  never  heard  of  since,  and 
that  the  petr  has  lost  at  sevrl  times  upwards  of  £50  by  the  sd  priva- 
teers, and  for  the  reasons  aforesd  we  are  humbly  of  the  opinion 
the  petr  may  deserve  your  Excies  and  Lordps  favour. 

Which  is  humbly  submitted  to  yor  Excies  and  Lordps  Consider- 
ation. 

J.  South,  Sam  Ogle,  Tho  Everard. 


Custom  House,  Dublin, 
12th  Nov.,  1708. 


To  their  Excies  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  of  Ireland 

The  humble  Petition  of  John  Boxwell 

Sheweth — That  yor  Petr  petitioned  this  honble.  Board  in  the 
yeare  1707.  That  yor  Petrs  said  Petition  was  referred  to  the  Comrs 
of  her  Majs.  Revenue  and  a Committee  of  this  honble.  Board,  who 
made  their  Reports  thereon. 

That  in  the  Fire  that  happen’d  at  the  late  Council  Chamber,  the 
sd  Petn  Reports  and  Entries  thereof  were  burnt,  but  your  Petr  hav- 
ing had  the  good  Fortune  to  keep  Copies  of  them  wch  are  hereunto 
annexed,  prays  the  same  may  be  read. 

That  yor  Petr  being  informed  that  the  concordat  hath  bin  ever 
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since  over  drawn,  discouraged  your  Petrs,  application  to  this  honble 
Board,  untill  now  obliged  by  his  necessary  affairs. 

And  humbly  prays  your  Excys  and  Lordps  to  consider  the 
Premises  and  to  grant  such  Order  therein  as  to  yor  Excys  and  Lordps 
in  yor  great  Wisdome  and  Goodness  shall  think  fitt. 

And  he  will  Ever  pray,  &c., 

JOHN  BOXWELL 


By  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council  of  Ireland. 

Ordered — -That  the  within  petition  of  John  Boxwell  and  the 
petn  &c  annexed  be  and  are  hereby  referred  to  a Comtee  of  the 
whole  Board  or  any  three  of  them  to  consider  the  same  and  forthwith 
to  report  their  opinion  what  is  proper  to  be  done  therein. 


By  the  Lords  Justices  and  Council 

Narcissus  Axmach,  R.  Freeman,  C. 

Ordered — That  the  foregoing  petition  of  John  Boxwell  and  the 
annexed  Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  her  Majsts.  Revenue  be 
and  are  hereby  referred  to  a Comte,  of  the  whole  Board  or  any  three 
of  them  to  consider  the  same  and  forthwith  report  their  opinion 
what  may  be  fitt  to  be  done  therein. 

Given  at  the  Council  Chamber  in  Dublin 
the  22nd  day  of  November,  1708. 

Will  Dublin,  Abercorn,  Blesington,  W Kildare,  St  Geo,  Clogher, 
Kerry,  Shelburne,  Robt  Doyne,  Rob  Rochfort,  John  Percivale. 
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Rosslare:  its  Fort  and  Lifeboat 

JOSEPH  TURNER 


Concerning  the  name  Rosslare,  John  O’Donovan,  writing  in  1840, 1 
states  that  ‘the  name  of  the  parish  would  appear  to  be  Ros  Láir, 
i.e.,  the  middle  point  or  promontory,  or,  the  middle  wood  or  shrubb- 
ery, for  the  word  “ros”  has  the  two  meanings.  The  northern  part  of 
the  parish  forms  a very  remarkable  point  and  this  is  the  feature  in  all 
probability  which  was  originally  called  the  Ros.’  However,  the 
oldest  records  of  the  parish  refer  to  it  as  Ros  Cláir  or  Ros  a’  chláir 
which  means  the  peninsula  of  the  wooden  or  plank  bridge.  This 
form  of  the  name  would  seem  appropriate  enough,  as  access  to  the 
peninsula  had,  perforce,  to  be  by  some  bridge  or  plank  across  the 
Loyne  stream  (now  called  the  Pill)  which  effectively  separated  the 
peninsula  from  its  hinterland. 

The  condition  of  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Wexford  harbour  has 
been  an  evil  of  long  standing.  Cambrensis,  referring  to  the  embark- 
ation of  Henry  II  from  Wexford  in  1172  says  ‘he  took  shipping  from 
without  the  bar’.  During  the  period  of  the  Confederation  of  Kilkenny 
(1641-49)  the  citizens  of  Wexford  town,  at  their  own  expense, 
endeavoured  to  fortify  the  entrance  to  the  harbour  in  order  to 
protect  shipping,  as  Wexford  was  at  this  time  the  principal  port  of 
the  Confederate  forces  and  their  link  with  the  Continent.  Paul 
Turnor,  a merchant  of  the  town,  was  appointed  governor  of  the 
fortification.  It  would  appear  that  the  Fort  served  its  purpose  well 
during  this  period  and  the  records  contain  many  references  to  raids 
on  English  shipping  and  the  seizure  of  ships  and  cargo.  Privateers 
and  smugglers,  referred  to  in  the  State  Papers  as  ‘Biskeyners’,  were  a 
source  of  great  trouble  to  the  authorities.  On  29  September  1649, 
the  English  Parliamentary  fleet  appeared  off  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  having  sailed  down  the  coast,  keeping  in  touch  with 
Cromwell  and  his  army  who  reached  the  town  on  1 October.  While 
parleying  with  the  Confederate  command  in  the  town,  Cromwell 
ordered  Lieut. -General  Michael  Jones  to  dispatch  a party  of  dragoons 
to  reduce  the  Fort  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbour.  The  defenders, 
without  firing  a shot,  evacuated  the  Fort  and  took  refuge  in  a 
frigate  in  the  harbour,  where  they  were  subsequently  captured  by 
the  incoming  Parliamentary  ships. 

After  the  surrender  of  Wexford  there  are  some  references  to  the 
Fort.  It  is  ordered  that  Rosse  Clare  fort,  one  of  the  garrisons  or 
strongholds,  is  still  to  be  kept  and  not  to  be  disposed  of  to  adventur- 
ers or  soldiers.  The  Revenue  Commissioners  at  Wexford  are  ordered 
to  appoint  a tide  waiter  at  Rosslare  at  £10  a year,  to  account  to  the 
collector  of  Customs  at  Wexford  and  to  receive  half  the  forfeitures 
he  shall  discover  and  make.  Later  we  learn  of  instructions  to 
provide  a boat  for  the  man  appointed,  and  in  1658  we  hear  of  a 
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certain  Albane  Roe  being  appointed  tide  waiter  at  a salary  of 
£ 18  4s.  a year. 

References  to  the  Fort  are  scarce  during  the  18th  century.  Efforts 
were  made  by  the  harbour  authority  to  get  a bill  through  parliament 
‘to  open  and  cleanse  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  and  to  set  up  buoys 
and  perches’.  With  the  outbreak  of  the  Insurrection  of  1798  the 
Fort  again  comes  into  the  news.  The  insurgent  command  in  the 
town  placed  two  pieces  of  cannon  at  the  site  to  repel  any  attempt  by 
enemy  craft  to  enter  the  harbour,  and  they  organised  a patrol  of 
oyster  boats  to  intercept  shipping  in  the  north  and  south  bays.  On 
one  of  these  forays  the  prize  was  Lord  Kingsboro,  Colonel  of  the 
North  Cork  Militia,  and  two  of  his  officers.  Some  old  hulks  were  also 
placed  in  position  near  the  bar  to  be  scuttled  in  case  of  danger  from 
enemy  ships. 

In  his  Parochial  Survey  of  Ireland  compiled  by  Shaw  Mason  from 
data  supplied  by  the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  Ireland  and  published 
about  1819,  we  learn  some  interesting  facts.  The  local  parson, 
Rev.  William  Eastwood,  describing  the  bounds  of  his  parish  or  union 
says  : ‘The  boundary  commences  at  the  point  of  Woodtown  in 
Rosslare,  within  the  harbour  of  Wexford,  and  proceeds  north  to  the 
fort  and  Martello  tower,’  etc.  This  is  the  first  intimation  we  have  of  a 
Martello  tower  having  been  erected  here.  It  must  have  been  dis- 
mantled or  destroyed  early  in  the  century  as  I cannot  find  any 
further  mention  of  it.  The  Survey  continues  : ‘On  the  extremity  of 
the  isthmus  stands  what  is  called  the  Fort.  This  is  a square  building 
erected  by  the  Government,  consisting  of  eleven  dwellings,  one  for 
the  Surveyor,  the  rest  for  boatmen  and  their  families.  Near  to  this 
has  been  built  within  a few  years  a Martello  tower  with  a view  of 
affording  additional  protection  to  trade  ; besides  these  there  are 
two  houses  built  outside  the  square  for  the  men  who  attend  the  pilot 
boat,  at  their  own  charge’.  The  following  comment  must  refer  to  the 
building  of  the  Tuskar  lighthouse.  ‘A  few  acres  of  land  (sic)  have 
lately  been  taken  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Ballast  Office  on 
which  some  houses  are  now  built  and  others  projected  at  the  new 
lighthouse  with  which  there  is  a constant  intercourse  by  means  of  a 
lifeboat  employed  by  the  Company.  The  men  on  shore  take  their 
rotation  on  the  rock  and  are  relieved  again  by  fresh  hands.  ’ Evidently 
the  tragic  loss  of  life  on  the  rock  on  18  October  1813  had  not  occurred 
when  the  above  report  was  penned.  Our  chronicler  informs  us  that 
the  inhabitants,  including  the  gunners,  make  together  fourteen 
families  and  their  total  number  amounts  to  80,  of  which  46  are 
children  or  adults  requiring  the  aid  of  a schoolmaster.  Mr  Wallace, 
the  present  surveyor,  sends  a boat  to  town  every  Sunday  with  such 
persons  as  choose  to  attend  Divine  Service  and  takes  pains  to 
encourage  their  zeal — the  distance  to  Kilscoran  Church  being  six 
miles  of  heavy  sand  for  the  most  part.  Wallace  planned  to  build  a 
school  and  a teacher’s  house  but  Government  gave  him  no  support. 
He  also  makes  mention  of  the  achievement  of  Major  James  Boyd 
about  this  time  ‘to  whom  a considerable  accession  of  land  is  ex- 
pected in  the  parish  of  Rosslare  by  excluding  the  sea  to  the  extent 
of  600  acres.’  This  estimate,  as  we  know,  was  not  achieved  by  the 


54 


The  Past 


Major,  who  eventually  reclaimed  over  200  acres  which  was  named 
‘Hopeland’  and  which  the  sea  gained  back  in  1935. 

On  28  April  1859,  the  Pomona,  a clipper  of  1,500  tons,  was 
wrecked  on  the  Blackwater  bank  with  appalling  loss  of  life — over 
400 — mostly  Irish  emigrants  bound  for  New  York.  Their  corpses 
were  washed  ashore  and  found  their  last  resting  places  in  little 
burial  grounds  from  Morriscastle  to  Rosslare.  In  consequence  of  this 
disaster  and  probably  due  to  the  pressure  of  public  opinion,  two 
lifeboat  stations  were  established  at  Wexford  in  the  same  year.  One 
of  these  was  known  as  Rosslare  Fort  and  later  as  Wexford  No.  2. 
This  station  was  closed  in  1897.  The  other  station  was  in  con- 
tinuous existence  at  Wexford  and  subsequently  at  the  fort  until 
1925,  when  the  fort  had  to  be  abandoned.  The  record  for  life  saving 
by  the  various  boats  stationed  at  the  Fort  must  have  been  second  to 
none  in  these  islands.  Giving  evidence  at  a Coroner’s  inquest  at 
Wexford  in  December  1909,  the  then  coxwain  of  the  lifeboat,  the 
late  Edward  Wickham,  stated  in  answer  to  a question  that  he 
thought  he  and  his  crew  members  had  saved  in  the  region  of  350 
persons.  Many  medals  of  the  Institution  have  also  been  awarded 
for  services  rendered  and  they  are  earned  for  exceptional  bravery 
only.  It  is  recorded  that  coxwain  Marcus  Boyle  was  awarded  the 
silver  medal  in  1878  for  the  rescue  of  4 men,  eight  women  and  6 
children  from  the  S.  S.  Montague  of  Liverpool  which  had  run  ashore 
in  high  seas.  The  Wickham  family  have  been  associated  with  the 
lifeboat  service  since  these  early  days.  Thomas  Wickham  became 
cox  in  1884  and  retired  in  1899.  He  was  awarded  the  silver  medal  in 
1896.  His  son  Edward,  who  had  been  a crew  member  since  1885  was 
appointed  cox  in  1899  and  continued  as  such  during  the  existence  of 
the  station  at  the  Fort  until  1925  and  subsequently  in  Wexford  town. 
He,  in  turn,  was  succeeded  as  cox  by  his  brother  James,  and  he  was 
in  charge  for  many  years  after  the  removal  of  the  station  to  Rosslare 
Harbour.  Edward  Wickham  was  the  recipient  of  the  silver  medal 
in  1906.  For  gallantry  during  the  course  of  rescue  operations  at  the 
Keeraghs,  in  Bannow  Bay,  of  part  of  the  crew  of  the  schooner 
Mexico,  in  February  1914,  both  the  Wickham  brothers  and  William 
Duggan,  a member  of  the  crew,  were  awarded  the  silver  medal.  In 
addition,  all  three,  along  with  others,  were  awarded  a special  silver 
medal  by  King  Haakon  of  Norway.  It  is  also  recorded  that  the 
Gaelic  Athletic  Association  awarded  special  medals  to  James 
Wickham  and  William  Duggan  for  gallantry  on  the  occasion,  a 
thing  unique  in  the  annals  of  the  Association. 

The  foregoing  are  a few  of  the  outstanding  achievements  of  the 
lifeboat  crews  and  tell  nothing  of  the  many  routine  launches  down 
the  intervening  years  in  which  many  lives  were  saved  and  ships 
succoured.  I am  indebted  to  Mr  Eddie  Wickham,  son  of  the  cox 
of  the  same  name,  for  the  use  of  a manuscript  record  of  services 
rendered  by  the  lifeboats  from  December,  i860  to  July,  1925.  Up  to 
the  year  1889  only  the  briefest  details  are  given,  viz,  date,  name  of 
vessel  in  distress,  place  of  registration  and  number  of  lives  saved. 
From  1890  the  record  seems  to  be  contemporary  with  the  events 
recorded  and  the  names  of  the  crew  men  are  included.  On  some 
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occasions,  honorary  crew  members  took  part  in  the  launchings,  as, 
under  date  27  September  1891,  in  addition  to  the  regular  members, 
I find  the  names  of  E.  Nunn  and  H.  S.  Meadows  recorded.  Under 
date  27  August  1899,  the  following  from  Wexford  town  participated, 
J.  Vize,  C.  Vize,  J.  Stamp,  J.  Nolan  and  J.  Sinnott,  Mayor  of  Wexford. 
The  last  entry  in  the  manuscript  is  dated  i9/2oth  July  1925. 

The  fort  was  something  of  a holiday  resort  in  the  good  old  days. 
Sir  Frederick  Hughes  used  spend  many  summers  there  and  the  first 
Lady  Hughes  died  there  in  1868.  It  was  an  admirable  centre  for 
deep  sea  fishing  and  occasionally  a big  one  was  caught  as  the  follow- 
ing advertisement  proclaims  : 


SALE  OF  A ROYAL  FISH 

To  be  sold  by  public  auction  at  Rosslare  Fort,  at  one  o’clock 
p.m.,  on  Friday  next  3rd.,  prox. — A Sperm  Whale — of  the 
following  dimensions  : Length  87  feet ; length  of  head  20  feet ; 
width  of  tail  20  feet.  The  whale  was  found  afloat  and  captured 
on  the  evening  of  21st  inst.  and  is  therefore  in  a state  of  perfect 
preservation.  Terms,  cash.  By  order 


L.  Ploughman, 
Receiver  of  Wreck, 
Custom  House,  Wexford 
30th  March,  1891. 


The  problem  of  coast  erosion  in  Rosslare  and  vicinity  is  not  of 
recent  origin.  Dr  Simington  in  the  introduction  to  The  Civil 
Survey,  Co.  Wexford,  1654,  refers  to  erosion  taking  place  at  that 
early  date.  It  is  to  be  inferred  from  his  remarks  that  the  erosion  was 
taking  place  in  what  is  known  as  the  Hole  of  Hayesland.  This  has 
been  evident  for  many  generations  and  was  caused  by  natural 
agencies  but  the  erosion  of  Rosslare  point  and  the  buildings  at  the 
Fort  was  undoubtedly  caused  by  the  intervention  of  man.  Amongst 
these  interventions  we  may,  possibly,  include  the  reclamation  of  the 
North  and  South  slobs  in  the  Harbour,  and  secondly,  and  without 
doubt,  the  building  of  the  pier  at  Ballygeary.  Work  on  the  pier 
started  in  1873  and  after  various  setbacks  was  opened  for  cross- 
channel traffic  in  1906.  Since  the  former  date,  erosion  has  been 
going  on  at  a gallop  in  Rosslare,  while  the  beaches  at  Curracloe 
and  further  north  have  been  building  up  rapidly.  In  1915  the  Life- 
boat Institution  made  a survey  and  their  engineer  reported  as 
follows  : ‘There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  construction  of  Rosslare 
Harbour  in  1873  and  subsequent  years  was  partly  the  cause  of  the 
deficiency  of  sand,  the  works  there  having  checked  the  travel  of 
sand  along  the  coast.  The  high  water  mark  in  1840  was  140  feet 
seaward  of  the  Eastern  wall  of  the  Revenue  House  ; it  is  now  close  up 
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against  it,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  sea  wall  erected,  there  is  little 
doubt  but  that  portion  of  the  courtyard  of  the  Revenue  House 
where  the  lifeboat  Institution’s  cottages  were  built  would  have  been 
washed  away  by  the  sea.’  He  adds  : The  lighthouse  which  was 
shown  on  the  last  published  Admiralty  chart  no  longer  exists  having 
been  undermined  by  the  sea  during  a gale  last  winter  (1914/15).’  The 
end  came  suddenly  in  the  winter  of  1924/25  and  the  families  residing 
there  were  evacuated  to  Wexford  town  in  the  month  of  January, 
1925- 

Life  at  the  Fort  down  through  the  years  must  have  been  pretty 
rough  for,  at  least,  four  or  five  months  of  the  year,  what  with  the 
distance  from  church,  schools  and  shops.  Relief  came  with  the 
building  of  the  chapel  at  Rosslare  in  1911  and  with  the  advent  of 
native  Government  came  free  transport  of  the  children  to  the  local 
school.  One  old  resident  who  visited  the  scene  of  destruction  in  the 
summer  of  1925,  looked  back  nostalgically.  He  was  Nicky  J. 
Goodall  of  Burry  Port,  South  Wales,  and  as  he  surveys  the  scene  of 
his  childhood  days  of  50  years  ago,  he  notes  the  ruin  of  the  house 
where  he  was  born,  of  the  schoolhouse  which  could  accommodate 
40  children  under  the  kindly  guidance  of  the  schoolmaster,  Richard 
Roche  of  Bannow,  long  since  gone  to  his  reward,  of  the  little  chapel 
where  holy  mass  was  celebrated  by  successive  parish  priests  from 
Tagoat.  It  was  the  end  of  a long  chapter.2 


ÁR  gCLÚDACH 

Ba  é S.  S.  Ó Raghallaigh  (+1965)  a dhear  clúdach  na  hirise  seo. 
Cuid  dá  chuid  oibre  freisin  na  stampai  poist  a bhi  in  úsáid  go  dti  1969 
ar  ar  léiríodh  ‘an  Claiomh  Solais.’ 

S.S.  Ó Raghallaigh  was  the  designer  of  our  cover.  He  died  in  1965. 
The  ‘Claiomh  Solais’  design  on  some  of  the  pre-1968/9  Irish  postage 
stamps  was  also  his  work. 


2 References — in  addition  to  those  mentioned: 

P.  H.  Hore,  ‘ The  Barony  Forth’,  The  Past  ii ; 
The  Lifeboat , May  1925; 

The  Wexford  People ; 

The  Free  Press. 
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Dietary  of  Enniscorthy 
Workhouse  1842-1847 


The  first  meeting  of  the  Enniscorthy  Board  of  Guardians  was  held 
on  20  March  1840  under  the  provisions  of  the  Poor  Law  Act  passed 
by  parliament  two  years  previously.  It  was  not  until  late  in  the 
year  1842  that  the  workhouse  was  opened  for  the  accommodation  of 
‘paupers’.  The  first  admissions  consisted  of  eight  men,  two  women 
and  one  boy  on  11  November,  and  one  week  later  thirty-three  adults, 
fourteen  children  under  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  two  infants  were 
added  to  this  number. 

On  the  opening  day  it  was  decided  by  the  Board  that  the  dietary 
of  the  house  would  be  the  same  as  that  of  Wexford  workhouse,  which 
was  as  follows : 

(a)  Adults  of  both  sexes  above  fifteen  years  : 

Breakfast — 8 oz.  of  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout  and  one  pint  of 
mixed  milk ; 

Dinner — 3^  lbs  of  potatoes  and  one  pint  of  buttermilk. 

(b)  Children  between  the  ages  of  two  and  fifteen  years  : 

Breakfast — 4 oz.  of  oatmeal  made  into  stirabout  and  half  a 

pint  of  sweet  milk  ; 

Dinner — 2 lbs  of  potatoes  and  half  a pint  of  buttermilk  ; 

Supper — 4 oz.  of  bread  and  half  a pint  of  buttermilk. 

(c)  Infants  under  two  years  of  age  : 

\ lb.  of  bread  and  one  pint  of  sweet  milk  daily. 

The  hours  of  meals  were  : 

Adults  : breakfast  9.  30  a.m.  ; dinner  4 p.m. 

Children  : breakfast  9 a.m. ; dinner  2 p.m. ; supper  7 p.m. 

Adults  got  no  meal  after  the  four  o’clock  dinner,  but  two  years 
later  it  was  proposed  ‘that  each  pauper  get  either  one  pint  of  water 
gruel  or  four  onces  of  bread  every  night  in  addition  to  their  present 
daily  allowance  of  two  meals’.  It  does  not  appear  that  this  proposal 
was  considered  or  decided  upon,  as,  in  July  1845,  a resolution  was 
moved  ‘that  some  supper  be  allowed  to  the  inmates  as  is  the  custom 
in  Wexford,  New  Ross,  and  other  workhouses’.  When  the  matter 
came  up  for  discussion,  the  Board  decided  that  ‘able-bodied  inmates’ 
be  allowed  ‘half  a pound  of  brown  bread  for  supper’.  This,  however, 
was  not  as  good  as  it  might  seem.  The  half  pound  of  brown  bread 
was  to  be  given  ‘instead  of  half  a pound  of  potatoes  at  dinner’,  and, 
also,  the  Master  was  instructed  to  ‘give  half  the  morning’s  milk  for 
supper’.  A sample  of  brown  bread  at  5|d.  per  4 lb.  loaf  was  examined 
by  the  Board,  but  they  decided  that  it  was  ‘better  to  use  the  general 
House  bread  for  the  purpose  at  present’. 


* From  the  Minute  Books  of  the  Enniscorthy  Board  of  Guardians,  by  kind 
permission  of  the  County  Manager,  Mr  Tomás  P.  Ó Brughadha. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  following  September  the  Board  of  Guard- 
ians accepted  the  tender  of  J.  Lambert  to  supply  Too  barrels  of  best 
Cup  potatoes  at  6/-  per  barrel’,  but  this  was  the  year  1845  and  the 
potato  blight  which  was  to  cause  such  devastation  over  the  next  two 
years  was  already  beginning  to  appear.  It  was  suggested  by  the 
Waterford  Union  that  ‘by  extracting  flour  from  the  injured  potatoes’ 
the  ‘evil  consequences'  of  the  blight  might  be  lessened,  but  on  the 
last  day  of  October  the  visiting  committee  of  Enniscorthy  workhouse 
reported  that  the  potatoes  in  that  locality  ‘were  not  getting  worse’, 
and  recommended  ‘the  digging  out  and  pitting  of  the  potatoes  during 
this  fine  weather’.  Around  the  same  time,  the  Poor  Law  Com- 
missioners issued  instructions  permitting  the  guardians  of  several 
unions  to  substitute  for  potatoes  ‘soup  made  of  other  vegetables, 
oatmeal,  rice,  bread,  or  pudding  made  of  the  flour  of  any  grain’,  as 
they  thought  fit.  The  Enniscorthy  Board,  however,  were  of  the 
opinion  that  there  was  no  necessity  as  yet  for  taking  this  recommend- 
ation into  consideration. 

At  the  end  of  November,  on  the  visiting  committee's  advice,  the 
Board  ordered  tainted  potatoes  to  be  sold.  On  12  December  the 
times  of  dinner  for  the  inmates  were  changed  : children  were  to  be 
given  their  dinner  at  12.30  and  adults  at  2.30  p.m. 

The  difficulty  of  obtaining  good  potatoes  increased  at  the  beginning 
of  1846.  The  clerk  of  the  Board  was  instructed  to  write  to  Lord 
Carew’s  agent  ‘requesting  him  to  send  to  the  Board  any  parties  who 
have  good  potatoes  to  sell’.  By  April  it  was  found  necessary  to  resort 
to  the  plan  recommended  six  months  earlier,  that  of  supplementing 
the  diet  with  soup.  The  soup  was  to  be  made  from  one  pound  of  meat 
and  two  ounces  of  rice  or  one  ounce  of  maize  with  pepper  and 
vegetables,  for  each  six  adults. 

The  workhouse  Master,  towards  the  end  of  August  1846,  was 
ordered  to  give  potatoes  for  dinner  on  four  days  in  the  week  ‘if  he 
could  get  them  good’,  but  this  proved  impossible.  The  guardians 
had  to  report  to  the  Commissioners  that  the  potato  situation  in  the 
union  was  very  ‘unfavourable’.  No  potatoes  could  be  procured  in  the 
market  and  it  was  therefore  decided  ‘that  the  rice  and  Indian  meal 
dinners  be  extended  from  two  to  four  days  per  week’.  There  were 
about  700  ‘paupers’  in  the  workhouse  at  Enniscorthy  at  this  time, 
although  the  number  of  beds  available  was  only  378.  Many  destitute 
people  had  to  be  turned  away  when  they  sought  admittance.  During 
the  spring  of  1847,  with  the  famine  reaching  its  climax,  additional 
accommodation  had  to  be  provided  in  various  premises  in  the  town, 
and  by  June  many  inmates  had  to  be  discharged  from  the  workhouse 
to  make  room  for  victims  of  fever. 

Potatoes,  of  course,  were  by  this  time  nonexistent  and  were 
replaced  by  Indian  meal.  From  December  1847  the  ‘established 
dietary  of  the  house’  was  as  follows  : 

1.  Adults  : breakfast — 2 oz.  rice,  6 oz.  Indian  meal  and  1 pint  of 
buttermilk  ; dinner — 10  oz.  Indian  meal  and  1 pint  of  butter- 
milk instead  of  bread  five  days  in  the  week.  Indian  meal 
every  day.  No  porridge  or  soup. 
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2.  Aged  and  infirm  adults  : breakfast — same  as  above  and  \ pint  of 

sweet  milk  ; dinner — 6 oz.  Indian  meal  and  1 pint  of  butter- 
milk ; supper — 6 oz.  bread  and  \ pint  of  sweet  milk. 

3.  Children  from  9 to  15  years  : breakfast — 1£  oz.  rice  and  oz. 

Indian  meal  and  £ of  a quart  of  buttermilk  ; dinner — 6 oz. 
Indian  meal  and  h of  a quart  of  buttermilk  ; supper — \ lb. 
bread  and  1 naggin  of  sweet  milk. 

4.  Children  from  2 to  9 years  : breakfast — 3 oz.  Indian  meal  and  rice 

in  same  proportion,  and  \ pint  of  sweet  milk  ; dinner — 4 oz. 
Indian  meal  and  £ pint  of  sweet  milk  on  four  days  in  the 
week;  on  the  other  three  days,  6 oz.  bread  and  \ pint  of 
sweet  milk;  supper — Jib.  bread  and  1 naggin  of  sweet  milk. 
At  this  period  Indian  meal  cost  from  £8  to  £10  a ton.  A few  years 
later  the  price  was  lower  : on  16  October  1851  a tender  by  John 
Thompson,  a Bun  Cloidj  miller,  to  supply  Indian  meal  at  £y  10s  od  a 
ton  was  accepted  by  the  Board. 


BOOK  REVIEW 

From  the  close  association  of  their  county  with  the  historical  events  dealt 
with  by  the  author,  Wexford  readers  will  be  interested  in  a new  book  entitled 
The  Norman  Invasion  of  Ireland  by  Richard  Roche,  a native  of  Duncormick. 
He  is  concerned,  he  says,  with  how  the  invasion  came  about  and  how  it  was 
carried  through.  His  principal  sources  are  the  contemporary  writings  of 
Giraldus  Cambrensis  and  the  Old  French  poem  translated  as  The  Song  of 
Dermot  and  the  Earl.  His  personal  knowledge  of  the  locality  and  people  of  the 
area  enables  the  author  to  evaluate  the  different  accounts  ; chapter  13  gives  a 
good  summary  of  the  arguments  as  to  the  actual  landing  place  of  Raymond  le 
Gros.  He  gives  interesting  details  as  to  the  local  pronunciation  of  certain 
surnames  : Poer,  Power,  pronounced  Poor  in  south  Wexford  (56)  ; Siggin, 
Siggins,  pronounced  in  south  Wexford  Siggeen  (57). 

Perhaps  the  rendering  of  Irish  personal  names  could  be  improved  in  future 
editions.  Some  are  given  in  the  proper  Irish  spelling,  some  in  an  anglicised 
version,  and  some  in  a mixture  of  both  : Maolsheachlann  O Faolain,  Murchadh 
O’Carroll  and  Tiernan  O’Rourke  are  all  found  together  on  p.  100.  Spellings 
like  Donncadh  (29),  Murcertach  (28)  and  Muircertach  (35),  can  be  minor 
irritants  to  some  readers. 

Rinn  Dubháin  has  been  modified  to  Rinn  a’  Dubhain  (86)  ; and  when  the 
author  says  (p.  30)  that  Diarmaid’s  son,  Domhnall,  ' was  fostered  by  the 
Cavanaghs  of  Kilcavan  in  Bargy  ’ he  is  confusing  that  townland  (Cill  Chaomh- 
áin)  with  another  of  the  same  name  in  the  barony  of  Gorey.  Woulfe  ( Sloinnte 
Gaedheal  is  Gall  234)  mentions  ‘ Domhnall  Caomhánach  ...  so  called  from 
having  been  fostered  by  the  comharb  or  successor  of  St.  Caomhán  at  Kilcavan, 
near  Gorey.’ 

These,  however,  may  be  niggling  criticisms  of  a well  written  and  highly 
readable  account  of  this  fateful  episode  in  our  history.  Published  in  paperback 
by  Anvil  Books  and  printed  by  the  Kerryman  Ltd.,  it  is  a bargain  at  33p. 
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Nóta  faoi  Ainm  Stua  Laighean 

ÉAMONN  de  HÓIR 


Ni  miste,  measaim,  a bhfuil  de  thagairti  don  ainm  seo  cruinnithe 
i mBrainse  na  Logainmneacha  den  tSuirbhéireacht  Ordanáis  a 
thabhairt  le  chéile  agus  a fhoilsiú.  Cé  gur  lionmhaire  na  ceisteanna 
a spreagaid  ná  na  freagraí  atá  agam  orthu,  is  fiú  na  ceisteanna  a 
chur.  B’fhéidir  go  dtiocfadh  a réiteach  as  staidéar  ar  logainmneacha 
eile  : gan  iad  a chur  ni  aithneofai  go  raibh  siad  ann. 


i.  corrici  suide  laigen 


2.  tri  Sárchoraig  Suide  Lagen 

3.  ra  Suide  Lagen 


4.  tri  Sarchumzgh  Suidhi 
Laighen 

5.  o Shliab  Suidhe  Laighen 


6.  Suidhe  Laighen 

7.  Svighe  Laighean,  id  est,sessio 
Laginensium 

8.  Suighe  Lagen,  id  est  sessio 
laginensium 

9.  go  Sliabh  Uidhe  Laighean 

10.  <5  Shliabh  Uidhe  Laighean 

11.  Stuadh  (Stuagh)  Laighean (n) 

12.  Sliabh  Laighean 

13.  go  Stuagh  Laighean 


Book  of  Armagh,  f.  18  r b 
(=Stokes,  Tripartite  Life  of  St. 
Patrick , II,  344) 

O’Rahilly,  Tain  Bó  Cúalnge 
from  the  Book  of  Leinster,  130 
Best  & O’Brien,  The  Book  of 
Leinster,  III,  588  (=0’Curry, 
Manuscript  Materials,  476) 
O’Rahilly,  The  Stowe  Version 
of  Táin  B6>  Cuailnge,  153 
O’ Curry,  Manuscript  Materials, 
473  (ní  ó thuaidh  ó Thuagh 
Inbhir  atá,  mar  deir  an  Onomas- 
ticon,  612  a,  ach  ó dheas  uaidh) 
Plummer,  BNÉ,  I,  216 
Plummer  VSH,  II,  149 

Colgan,  Acta  Sand.,  211a 

For  as  Feasa,  III,  304  (=Arch. 
Hib.,  Ill,  11) 

Foras  Feasa,  III,  306  (=Arch. 
Hib.,  Ill,  11) 

McGrath,  Cinnlae  Amhlaoibh 
Uí  Shúilleabháin,  passim 


op.  at.,  II,  58 

O Muirgheasa,  Céad  de  Cheol- 
taibh  Uladh,  32. 

14 Mount  Leinster,  which  is  now  called  in  Irish  Stuagh 

Laighean,  i.e.  the  pinnacle  or  highest  point  of  Leinster. 
Stuagh  Laighean  agus  stuagh  Léithghlinn 
An  dá  stuagh  is  áirde  a n-Eirinn 
Da  m-beidheadh  curraicín  bhréanaill 
Air  stuagh  Léithghlinn. 


— Old  saying  at  the  Royal  Oak,  Co.  Kilkenny. 
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The  ancient  name  of  Suidhe  Laighean,  which  is  translated 
Sessio  Laginensium,  the  sitting  or  sitting  place  of  the  Lagenians 
in  the  Latin  life  of  St.  Mogue  preserved  in  the  Codex  Kill- 
kenniensis,  was,  in  all  probability  derived  from  the  circumstance 
of  its  being  selected  by  the  Lagenians  as  a place  of  meeting,  from 
which  they  could  view  the  greater  part  of  their  province. 

OSL  (Wexford)  I,  245-6  (JO’D) 


15.  Cnoc  Laigean 

16.  Cnoc  Laighean 


1 7.  mons  stoler 

18.  Stowleyne 

19.  mountaine  of  Stwoleyne 

20.  the  mountain  called  mount- 
ain Leinster  alias  Stoline  . . . 
Mount  Leinster  aforesaid 

21.  Mountain  Leinstei  being  the 
greatest  in  this  province 

22.  Sieveline  called  in  English 
the  mountain  of  Leinster 
being  reputed  the  highest 
mountaine  in  Leinster  some 
say  in  Ireland 

23.  the  topp  of  Stowleinbegg  & 
thence  to  the  Stowleinmore 
Toppe 

24.  Stowleinbegge 

25.  Mount  Linster 


26.  Mt.  leinster 


LS  (LN)  G 253,  Uimh.  221, 
lch.  5 (1903) 

LS  (LN)  G 255,  Uimh.  271, 
lch.  17  (1903) 


léarscáil  Lythe  (as  cártaí  Price) 
(c.  1570) 

Carew  MSS.  (as  cártaí  Price) 
(1572) 

Inq.  Lag.  (Loch  Garman),  3 
Jac.  I (1606) 

CS,  X,  9 (1654-6) 


CS,  X,  ii  (1654-6) 
CS,  X,  13  (1654-6) 


CS,  IX,  259  (1654-6) 


CS,  IX,  276  (1654-6) 

DS  bar.  maps  (b.  Forth,  Ceathar- 
lach ; Idrone,  Ceatharlach) 
(c.1660) 

Hiberniae  Delineatio  (Ceathar- 
lach) (1685) 


Tá  an  t-ainm  scríofa  faoi  dhó,  ar  áiteanna  a bheadh  cúpla  mile  ó 
chéile,  ar  Hiberniae  Delineatio  (Uimh.  26  thuas).  Freagraionn  an 
ceann  is  faide  ó thuaidh  diobh  do  ‘Mountaine  adjoyning  to  Mount 
Linster’  ar  an  DS  bar.  map  do  bhar.  Fhotharta  i gCeatharlach 
(Uimh.  25  thuas);  bheadh  a shuiomh  sin  ag  freagairt,  go  garbh,  do 
shuiomh  an  chnoic  ar  a bhfuil  Croaghaun  ar  S.O.  20.  Freagraionn  an 
ceann  is  faide  ó dheas  do  ‘Mount  Linster  with  Seuerall  other  small 
Mountains’  ar  an  DS  bar.  map  do  bhar.  Uí  Dhróna  i gCeatharlach 
(Uimh.  25  thuas);  bheadh  a shuiomh  sin  ag  freagairt,  go  garbh,  do 
shuiomh  na  binne  féin.  Tá  gach  cosúlacht  ann  gur  chuir  suirbhéirí 
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an  Down  Survey  go  leor  den  talamh  ard  ina  timpeall  san  áireamh 
faoin  ainm,  chomh  maith  leis  an  mbinn  féin. 

Is  doiligh  a rá  an  dearmad  le  haghaidh  Sliabh  Suidhe  Laighean  na 
leaganacha  faoi  Uimh.  9,  10  thuas  nó  an  malairt  cheart  iad  ar  an 
ainm  ; <5  tharla  gur  ar  an  aon  fhoinse  amháin  atá  an  fhoirm  bunaithe, 
agus  gan  tacaiocht  aici,  go  bhfios  dom,  ó aon  fhoinse  eile,  is  é is 
dóichí  gur  dearmad  i. 

Deir  O’Curry,  Manuscript  Materials,  478,  There  can  be  no  doubt,  I 
think,  that  this  mountain  [Mount  Leinster]  was  the  same  as  the 
Sliabh  Suidhé  Chonchorb  ...  or,  more  properly,  Slíabh  Uighé  Chon- 
chorb ’ agus  déanann  sé  tagairt  do  Leabhar  Laighean,  f.  24  agus  f. 
241.  Seo  mar  tá  na  tagairti  don  ainm  ansin  (ni  heol  dom  aon  tagairt 
eile  do)  : 

i Sleib  Shuide  Chon  Corbb  Best,  Bergin  & O’Brien,  Book 

of  Leinster,  I,  214  (f.  24  v b; 
macasamhail,  lch.  44  b) 

ic  sleibh  uidhe  concoxb  Leabhar  Laighean,  f.  241  v b 

(macasamhail,  lch  380  b) 

Is  é an  comhthéacs  céanna  atá  i gceist  sa  dá  chás  : Meadhbh  Leath- 
dhearg  ag  caoineadh  Chon  Corb  os  cionn  a uaighe  ar  Shliabh  (S)uidbe 
Chon  Coib.  Seachas  gur  dóichí  gur  i gcúige  Laighean  a bheadh  sé, 
nil  aon  eolas  le  fáil  faoi  shuiomh  an  tsléibhe  seo  agus  nil  fáth  ar  bith, 
dar  liom,  lena  cheangal  le  Stua  Laighean. 

I bhfianaise  na  n-iltagairti,  os  cionn  trí  scór  díobh,  atá  ag 
Amhlaoibh  Ó Súilleabháin  don  sliabh  faoin  ainm  Stua  Laighean 
(Uimh.  11  thuas),  ní  dócha  go  bhfuil  san  aon  sampla  amháin  de 
Sliabh  Laighean  aige  (Uimh.  12  thuas)  ach  dearmad.  B’fhéidir,  i 
ngan  fhios  dó  féin,  gur  ag  tiontú  an  leagain  Bhéarla  a bhí  sé.  Sin 
é is  cosúil  is  bonn  le  Cnoc  Laighean  (Uimh.  15,  16  thuas)  in  iarrachtai 
ar  chomórtas  Oireachtais  ó thús  na  haoise  seo  ; ní  dhealródh  sé  go 
bhfuil  aon  bhonn  traidisiúnta  faoin  leagan  ná  go  raibh  aon  eolas 
áitiúil  ag  lucht  a serf  of  a. 

Mura  dearmad  glan  é,  ní  cosúil  gur  don  chnoc  seo  a thagraios 
an  t-ainm  Sliabh  Laighean  in  H.  3.  17,  col.  725  (féach  Onom., 
609a).  Tobar  atá  i gceist  sa  tagairt,  ceann  d’iontais  Éireann,  agus 
sa  leagan  atá  i Leabhar  Bhaile  an  Mhdta  (macasamhail,  lch.  257a 
22-3)  deirtear,  ag  tagairt  don  tobar  céanna,  gur  ‘in  aill  gobann  i 
llaighnib  ...  os  abain n lifi’  atá.  Is  fada  6 dheas  <5  Abhainn  Life,  ar 
ndóigh,  atá  Stua  Laighean. 

Is  doiligh  a rá  an  foirm  cheart  i Sieveline  (Sliabh  Laighean)  sa  CS 
(Uimh.  22  thuas).  Do  Stua  Laighean  a fhreagraios  na  foirmeacha 
eile  ar  fad  sa  CS  agus  b’fhurasta  a mheas  nach  raibh  sa  Sieve-  seo 
ach  dearmad  scríbhneoireachta  nó  léitheoireachta  do  Stow-. 
B’fhéidir,  áfach,  go  raibh  malairt  ainm  ann,  Sliabh  Laighean,  nach 
n-úsáidtí  ach  go  hannamh  ; má  bhí  d’fhéadfadh  sé  gur  sampla  eile 
de  an  tagairt  ag  Amhlaoibh  Ó Súilleabháin  agus  nach  dearmad  é. 
Níor  mhór,  dar  liom,  tuilleadh  tacaiochta  do  Sliabh  Laighean  sula 
bhféadfaí  a rá  gur  malairt  ainm  agus  nach  dearmad  é. 


Nóta  faoi  ainm  Stua  Laighean 
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Is  cinnte,  measaim,  ar  an  bhfianaise  go  léir  atá  thuas,  gur  Suí 
Laighean  seanainm  an  tsléibhe  agus  go  dtáinig  Stua  Laighean  ina 
áit.  Bhí  an  t-athrú  sin  tarlaithe  faoi  c.1570  ar  a dheireanaí  (v. 
Uimh.  17,  18),  cé  gur  lean  scríbhneoirí  Gaeilgeagúsáidantseanainm 
ina  dhiaidh  sin  (v.  Uimh.  8-10),  de  bharr  seanaimsireachta  nó  toisc 
iad  a bheith  ag  braith  ar  fhoinsí  scríofa  a bhí  níos  sine  ná  a n-am 
féin. 

Ní  rud  neamhghnách  é mír  choiteann  ainm  athrú  mar  seo  (Dún 
Léire  < Lann  Léire  (Lú)  ; Dún  Seachlainn  < Domhnach  Seachlainn 
(Mí)  ; Teampall  Ríonaí  < Cill  nó  Domhnach  Ríonaí  (CM)  ).  Féadann 
cúiseanna  éagsúla  a bheith  leis  an  athrú,  ach  is  iondúil  go  dtéann 
focal  níos  sothuigthe  in  ionad  focail  a bhí  ag  imeacht,  nó  imithe,  as 
úsáid.  Ní  mar  sin  a tharla  sa  chás  seo,  áfach,  pé  fáth  a bhí  leis  an 
athrú. 

Tá  an  focal  sui  an-choitianta  in  ainmneacha  cnoc,  go  háirithe 
sa  leagan  Suí  Finn  : tá  dhá  shampla  déag  ar  a laghad  den  ainm  sin 
ar  léarscáil  J”  na  Suirbhéireachta  Ordanáis.  Tá  ciall  ghinearálta  an 
fhocail  suí  ar  eolas  go  maith  freisin  ; ach  cén  bhrí  chruinn  atá  leis 
in  ainmneacha  cnoc  ? An  ionad  tionóil  atá  i gceist  leis,  mar  dúirt 
an  Donnabhánach  (Uimh.  14  thuas),  no  an  mbaineann  sé  le  déan- 
amh  no  le  hairde  an  chnoic  ? Agus  an  é Fionn  mac  Cumhaill  (mar 
cheaptar  de  ghnáth),  nó  Fionn  éigin  eile,  atá  i gceist  sa  dara  focal, 
no  an  énach  bhfuilann  ach  an  aidiacht  fionn?  Nígá,  ar  ndóigh,  gurb  i 
an  chiall  chéanna  a bheadh  leis  an  bhfocal  sui  i ngach  cás  : i gcuid 
de  na  samplai  a luas  Joyce  dhealródh  sé  go  gciallaíonn  sé,  mar  deir 
sé,  ‘residence,  favourite  resort’,  ach  ní  móide  gur  áit  chónaithe  a 
bheadh  i gceist  i gcás  go  leor  de  na  hainmneacha  cnoc  agus  is 
cinnte  nach  bhféadfadh  sé  gurb  i an  chiall  sin  a bheadh  leis  an 
bhfocal  i gcás  an  chnoic  atá  i gceist  againn  anseo. 

Tá  an  focal  stua  fior-neamhchoitianta  in  ainmneacha  áite  ; go 
deimhin  ní  heol  dom  aon  sampla  eile  de,  cé  go  bhféadfadh  cinn  eile 
a bheith  ann  i ngan  fhios  dom  (níor  mhór,  b’fhéidir,  an  focal  tua  a 
chur  san  áireamh  chomh  maith  ; v.  foclóir  RIA,  s.v.  1 túag,  Onom. 
Goed.  agus  Mulchrone,  Bethu  Phdtraic,  I,  75,  line  1391).  Nil  aon 
deacracht,  ar  ndoigh,  faoi  bhri  an  fhocail  stua,  ‘áirse’  nó  rud  ar  an 
déanamh  sin,  agus  feileann  an  tuairisc  sin  go  maith  do  Stua 
Laighean. 

Deir  mo  chara  Ian  Fraser  liom  faoin  bhfocal  stua  in  Albain  go 
gciallaíonn  sé  ‘anything  which  creates  a wave  or  wave-form,  for 
example,  waving  corn  would  be  described  as  stuadh  air  an  fheur. 
I have  come  across  only  two  place-names — An  Stuadh  in  Morvern, 
Argyll,  and  Stuadh  Runastach  in  Islay.  Both  of  these  are  coastal 
features  like  sandpits  or  riverine  deposits  at  the  mouth  of  a river. 
We  are  however  familiar  in  some  areas  with  the  word  stuadh  . . . 
meaning  a mountain  top,  although  I know  no  example  of  stuadh 
as  a mountain  name.  This  certainly  seems  to  be  a rare  bird  indeed 
in  place-names  at  least.  I should  say  that  stuadh  is  now  obsolete 
except  in  poetry  or  in  certain  archaic  idioms.’ 

I dtuarascáil  Institiúid  Ardléinn  Bhaile  Átha  Cliath  don  bhliain 
1964-5  deirtear  go  bhfuair  K.  W.  Nichols  ainm  Stoolyeen,  a 
tháinig,  measadh,  ó Stua  Laighean,  in  úsáid  fós  ar  an  taobh  thiar 
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den  sliabh.  Ar  chártaí  an  Dr.  Liam  Price  do  chontae  Cheatharlach, 
a bhronn  Institiúid  Ardléinn  Bhaile  Átha  Cliath  ar  Bhrainse  na 
Logainmneacha,  tá  an  t-ainm  seo  (agus  comhartha  béime  ar  an 
gcéad  siolla)  curtha  sios  faoi  bh.  f.  Rathanna,  p.  Kiltennel,  b. 
Idrone  E.(  S.O.  23,  agus  deirtear  go  dtagraíonn  sé  do  ‘the  south 
shoulder  of  Mount  Leinster’.  Is  cosúil  go  bhfreagraionn  an  t-ainm 
do  Stoolbeg  atá  luaite  in  OSNB  (p.  Kiltennel,  Ce),  2,  mar  chnoc  ar 
theorainn  thoir  an  pharóiste.  Tá  an  t-ainm  céanna  ar  an  Fair 
Plan  in  oifig  na  Suirbhéireachta  Ordanáis  ar  stáisiún  triantánachta 
ar  theorainn  chontae  Cheatharlach  agus  chontae  Loch  Garman, 
beagnach  mile  ó dheas  ó bharr  Stua  Laighean  (ar  eagrán  1908  den 
léarscáil  6”  (Ce,  S.O.  23)  taispeántar  an  stáisiún  sin,  gan  ainm,  ag 
airde  1952').  Is  doiligh  a bheith  cinnte  an  siolraionn  an  Stoolyeen- 
Stoolbeg  seo  on  ainm  Stua  Laighean. 


(Documentation  of  the  name  Mount  Leinster.  Older  name  Sui  Laighean 
replaced  by  Stua  Laighean  by  1570  at  latest.) 


NINETEENTH  CENTURY 
COIN  FINDS  IN  CO.  WEXFORD 

Two  important  finds  of  ancient  coins  were  made  in  Co.  Wexford  in 
the  first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  one  at  Dunbrody  Abbey  and 
the  other  at  Ferns  Abbey. 

Detailed  descriptions  of  the  designs  and  inscriptions  of  the  Dun- 
brody coins,  with  many  illustrations,  are  given  in  A view  of  the 
coinage  of  Ireland  by  John  Lindsay,  printed  in  Cork  in  1839.  The 
find  was  considerable,  as  is  evident  from  Lindsay’s  description  : 

‘In  the  Spring  of  this  year,  [1837],  a large  Hoard  of  silver  coins 
was  dug  up  at  Dunbrody  Abbey,  County  Wexford  ; they  consisted 
of  between  one  thousand  and  eleven  hundred  Anglo-Saxon  coins 
mostly  of  the  Confessor,1  but  including  three  or  four  of  Harthacnut 
and  several  of  Harold  L;  besides  the  Anglo-Saxon.  The  hoard  con- 
sisted of  from  200  to  300  Hiberno-Danish  coins  of  the  nth  century 
of  various  types,  but  mostly  of  the  common  Irish  one  ; about  sixty 
fell  into  the  Author’s  hands;  they  consisted  of  one  of  Harold  I, 
twelve  of  the  Confessor,  and  the  rest  Hiberno-Danish,  including 
several  of  Sihtric  IV  and  Ifars  III.’2 

No  such  detailed  account  is  available  of  the  Ferns  find.  A writer  in 
The  Dublin  Penny  Journal  (Vol.  iii,  No.  133,  pp.  229-30  ; 1834)  tells 
us  that  ‘a  considerable  number’  of  coins  ‘of  different  dates  and 
countries’  were  found  ‘under  the  foundation  of  the  northern  gateway 
of  the  Abbey  of  Ferns,’  and  one  of  these,  ascribed  in  the  Journal  to 

1 +1066. 

2 About  1050. 
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Alexander  the  Great,  but  which  Lindsay  thought  to  belong  to  the 
Isle  of  Tarsus,  found  its  way  into  a collection  of  medals  and  coins 
owned  by  a Mr  Redmond  Anthony.  This  man  was  the  proprietor  of 
an  hotel  in  Piltown,  Co.  Waterford,  and  had  ‘been  engaged  for  many 
years  in  the  formation  of  a museum’. 

Some  of  the  Dunbrody  coins,  Lindsay  mentions,  were  in  the 
collection  of  ‘Edward  Hoare,  Esq.’  This  probably  refers  to  Edmund 
Hore,  a Wexford  writer  and  historian  who  died  in  1879.  Lewis’s 
Topographical  Dictionary  of  Ireland  (1837)  mentions  the  fact  that 
‘in  the  demesne  of  Great  Clonard,  County  Wexford,  were  found 
various  coins  of  Cromwell’s  period.’ 

Are  the  whereabouts  of  any  of  these  collections  or  coins  known 
now  ? 


DOMINICANS  IN  CLONMINES 


Many  antiquarians  writing  about  the  religious  foundation  at  Clon- 
mines state  that  the  monastery  was  occupied  by  a community  of 
Dominicans  at  one  period,  but  as  to  when  exactly  this  occurred  no 
writer  can  give  a definite  date.  Hore,  in  his  volume  on  Tintern 
Abbey,  Rosegarland  and  Clonmines,  repeats  these  statements 
while  acknowledging  the  uncertainty  of  the  facts.  ‘The  . . . Church,’ 
he  says,  ‘is  stated  by  Archdall  to  have  been  built  at  Clonmines  by 
the  Kavanaghs  for  the  Augustinian  Hermits.  However  this  may  be, 
and  the  statement  is  somewhat  vague,  the  date  of  its  foundation  is 
unknown,  as  is  also  the  period  of  its  occupation  by  the  Dominican 
Friars,1  . . . nor  is  it  known  either  at  what  period  the  Dominicans 
vacated  Clonmines,  but  they  must  certainly  have  abandoned  it  long 
before  the  extirpation  of  the  Augustinians  in  1542. ’2  To  discover 
the  cause  for  these  vague  references  to  the  Dominicans’  occupation 
of  the  house,  it  is  necessary  to  trace  back,  step  by  step,  the  sources 
upon  which  the  statements  are  based. 

Mervyn  Archdall,  in  his  Monasticon  Hibernicon  (1786),  says  : 
‘The  family  of  Cavanagh  founded  a monastery  here  for  Eremites 
following  the  rule  of  St.  Augustin  ; in  1385  it  was  enlarged  and 
beautified  by  Nicholas  the  clerk,  the  son  of  Nicholas  ; and  the  friars 
of  the  order  of  St.  Dominick  afterwards  obtained  possession  of  it.’3 

Archdall  here  depends  on  two  earlier  writers,  namely,  Louis 
Augustin  Alemande  whose  Histoire  monastique  d’lrlande  was  pub- 
lished in  Paris  in  1690,  and  Sir  James  Ware,  the  author  of  De 
Hibernia  et  Antiquitibus  eius  Disquisitiones , published  in  1654. 

1 p.  200. 

2 p.  203. 

3 p.  734. 
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Alemande,  dealing  with  the  ‘Austin  Friers’  under  the  heading 
Clomin  monastery,  states  : ‘Was  founded  in  1385  by  the  Cavanaghs, 
Irish  Gentlemen.  . . . Ware  tells  us  there  are  some  who  say  this 
House  was  given  to  the  Dominicans.’4 

Coming,  then,  to  Ware’s  work,5  we  find  : ‘Clomin  : The  seat  of  the 
friars  of  the  Order  of  Eremites  of  St.  Augustine  was  there,  which 
Nicholas  the  Cleric,  son  of  Nicholas,  enlarged  and  decorated  in  the 
year  1385.  There  are  some  who  state  that  the  seat  afterwards  was 
made  the  property  of  the  friars  Preachers.’6  As  the  basis  of  this  latter 
assertion,  Ware  refers  to  an  Inquisition  of  31  Henry  VIII. 

In  this  Inquisition,  taken  at  Wexford  on  25  July  1539,  at  the  time 
of  the  suppression  of  the  monasteries,  we  are  told  that  Nicholas 
Wodyng  was  then  prior  of  ‘the  house  of  Friars  Preachers  of  Clomyne, 
co.  Wexford,  commonly  called  the  Blake  Frers  of  Clomyn’.7  It  is 
this  description  of  the  community  as  Friars  Preachers  and  Black 
Friars  that  has  given  rise  to  the  confusion.  Hore  comments  : 
‘Dominican  Friars  : Preaching  Friars,  called  the  Black  Friars  in 
England.  They  followed  the  rule  of  St.  Augustine.  Their  dress  was  a 
white  garment,  resembling  that  of  the  Carthusians,  with  a black 
cloak  and  pointed  cap  of  the  same  colour.’8  The  monks  of  Clonmines, 
of  course,  also  wore  a black  habit  and  were  known  colloquially  as 
‘Black  Friars’.  This  term  to  an  Englishman  would  signify  the 
Dominican  Order,  and  so,  the  occupants  of  the  priory  were  described 
in  the  Inquisition  as  ‘Friars  Preachers’,  though,  in  fact,  they  were 
Augustinians. 

Hore  should  have  realised  the  inconsistency  : he  himself  calls 
Nicholas  Wadding  ‘the  last  Augustinian  Abbot’.9  The  assertion  that 
a Dominican  community  occupied  Clonmines  is  based  on  the  erron- 
oneous,  or,  at  least,  misleading  description  contained  in  the  In- 
quisition of  1539.  Apart  from  this,  there  is  no  evidence  to  support 
the  theory  that  the  priory  was  ever  occupied  by  any  community 
other  than  the  Augustinian  friars.10 


S.  S.  de  V. 


4 English  trans.  (Stevens,  1722),  p.  315. 

5p.  151. 

6 Sedes  ibi  fuit  fratrum  Ord.  Eremitarum  S.  Augustini,  quam  Nicolaus 
iilius  Nicolai,  Clericus,  auxit  & ornavit  anno  1385.  Sunt  qui  asserunt  sedem 
postea  factum  fratrum  Praedicatorum.  Vid.  Inquis.  Scaccarii,  anno  31. 
Hen.  8. 

7 Quoted  Hore,  loc . cit.  p.  230. 

8 Loc.  id.,  200n. 

9 Loc.  id.,  p.  203. 

10  See  ‘ The  Town  That  Died  ’ by  Nicholas  Furlong  in  Journal  of  the  Old 
Wexford  Society , No.  1. 
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OBITUARY 

CANON  PAT  MURPHY 


Fir  na  scéal,  mo  léan  ! is  an  bds  da  leagan  a deir  Máirtín  Ó Direáin 
agus  ‘deireadh  ré’  á chaoineadh  aige.  Agus  ó tháinig  an  uimhir 
dheireanach  den  iris  seo  amach  anuraidh  tá  beirt  sheanlaoch  de 
chuid  ár  gCumainn  imithe  ar  shli  na  firinne.  Ar  13  Eanáir  1971 
cailleadh  an  Canónach  Pádraig  Ó Murchú,  a raibh  dlúthbhaint  aige 
le  Cumann  Seanchais  Ul  Cinsealaigh  le  leathchéad  bliain.  Tamall 
de  mhionna  ina  dhiaidh  sin  fuair  Séamas  Ó Dubhghaill  bás.  Go 
ndéana  Dia  trócaire  orthu;  cuirimid  féin  ár  gcloichin  ar  charn  na 
beirte  san  eagrán  seo  de  The  Past. 

Ba  é an  Canónach  Ó Murchú  an  sagart  ba  shine  i ndeoise  Fhearna 
agus  dá  mairfeadh  sé  dhá  sheachtain  eile  bheadh  cúig  bliana  déag 
is  ceithre  scór  slánaithe  aige.  Ar  feadh  a shaoil  ní  dhearna  sé  aon 
dá  leath  dá  dhicheall  ar  son  a thire  agus  níor  dhuine  é a chuirfeadh 
íiacail  ann  nuair  ba  ghá  leis  labhairt  amach  in  aghaidh  leatroim  nó 
éagóra.  Náisiúnaí  go  smior  a bhi  ann.  Fad  a bhí  sé  ina  bhall  de 
Mhisinéirí  na  Sacraiminte  Ró-Naofa  chuir  sé  leabhar  beag  urnaithe 
Gaeilge  i dtoll  a chéile,  agus  tá  an-éileamh  i gcónaí  ar  a leabhrán 
faoi  Oileán  Mhuire.  Ba  mhór  an  taca  riamh  é do  Chumann  Seanchais 
Ui  Cinsealaigh.  Aireoimid  uainn  é. 

In  our  last  issue  we  rejoiced  in  the  fact  that  Canon  Patrick  Murphy 
held  the  office  of  president  of  our  Society,  fifty  years  after  he  had 
helped  to  bring  it  into  existence.  Canon  Murphy  has  since  passed 
to  his  reward.  He  died  at  Kilmore  Quay  on  13  January  1971.  Had 
he  lived  two  weeks  longer  he  would  have  been  ninety- five  years  old.1 

He  was  born  in  Whitehall,  Kilmore,  and  received  his  higher  educa- 
tion in  St  Peter’s  College,  Wexford,  the  Irish  College,  Rome,  and 
Clonliffe  College,  Dublin,  being  ordained  to  the  priesthood  in  the 
Pro-Cathedral,  Dublin,  on  Trinity  Sunday,  4 June  1900.  The 
following  August  he  entered  the  House  of  Missions  in  Enniscorthy 
and  remained  a member  of  the  community  for  thirty-five  years. 
During  that  time  he  conducted  missions  and  retreats  in  all  parts  of 
Ireland  as  well  as  in  Britain  and  in  the  Irish  College  in  Rome.  He 
was  superior  of  the  House  of  Missions  from  1918  to  1924,  and  again 
from  1930  to  1933,  and  it  was  during  the  first  of  these  periods  that 
he  was  instrumental  in  bringing  the  Ui  Cinsealaigh  Historical  Society 
into  being,  he  himself  taking  charge  of  the  Society’s  library. 


[ Much  of  the  following  is  taken  from  an  appreciation  of  the  late  Canon 
Murphy  which  appeared  in  the  Wexford  People  of  16  January  1971.] 
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In  1927  he  was  offered  the  charge  of  the  parish  of  Killinierin  but 
declined  to  accept  for  a number  of  reasons,  one  being  the  task  on 
which  he  was  engaged  of  completing  and  editing  The  Epistles  of  the 
Sundays  and  Festivals  which  the  death  of  the  author,  Canon 
Cornelius  J.  Ryan,  had  left  unfinished.  He  was  helped  in  this  task 
by  Rev.  Matthew  Keating,  M.SS.  The  work  was  published  in  1931. 
In  1934  he  conducted  a series  of  retreats  in  Argentina  and  in  October 
of  the  following  year  was  appointed  parish  priest  of  Glynn  where  he 
lived  until  his  retirement  in  1969. 

Father  Pat,  as  he  was  affectionately  known,  was  one  of  the  com- 
munity of  the  Mission  House  in  1916  when  the  Golden  Jubilee  of  its 
foundation  was  celebrated  and  had  the  distinction  of  partaking  in 
the  Centenary  celebrations  on  20  November  1966. 

He  was  closely  associated  with  Conradh  na  Gaeilge  and  was  one 
of  the  committee  which  organised  the  first  Feis  Charman  which 
was  held  in  Enniscorthy  in  1902  (see  photograph).  One  of  his  most 
prized  possessions  was  the  Tricolour  which  had  flown  over  the 
Atheneum  in  Enniscorthy  during  the  1916  Rising,  and  in  1952  he 
was  awarded  the  1916  Medal  for  his  efforts  during  that  period.  He 
was  a personal  friend  of  an  tUachtarán,  Éamon  de  Valéra,  and  of 
many  other  National  figures  including  Seán  T.  O Ceallaigh,  Dr 
Séamas  Ó Riain,  Seán  Lemass  and  Margaret  Pearse. 

Canon  Murphy  was  a founder  member  and  president  of  the  ’98 
Commemoration  Association  and  was  mainly  responsible  for  the 
erection  of  many  monuments  throughout  Co.  Wexford  and  other 
counties  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  heroes  of  1798.  He 
personally  led  contingents  from  his  parish  in  the  various  ’98  com- 
memorative parades  and  celebrations. 

For  many  years  he  contributed  Catholic  Notes  to  the  Wexford 
People,  and  was  the  author  of  a booklet  on  the  history  of  Our  Lady’s 
Island  and  its  pilgrimage  which  he  did  so  much  to  publicise  down  the 
years. 

During  his  pastorate  Canon  Murphy  proved  himself  a typical 
Sagart  a Run,  beloved  by  all.  He  established  a praesidium  of  the 
Legion  of  Mary,  an  organisation  in  which  he  was  keenly  interested, 
in  Glynn  in  1936,  and  was  responsible  for  the  beautiful  grotto  of 
Our  Lady  at  Whitechurch. 

The  interment  of  Canon  Pat  took  place  in  Glynn  on  Friday,  15 
January  1971.  A long  career  of  service  and  devotion  to  faith  and 
fatherland  was  over.  Grásta  ó Dhia  air  agus  i mease  naomh  na 
hÉireann  go  raibh  a anam  dilis. 
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Ina  suí,  ó chlé  : Pádraig  Ó Broin,  An  Ath.  Seán  Ó Duinn,  Micheál  Ó Súilleabháin.  An  tAth. 
Pádraig  Ó Murchú,  Aindrias  Furlong,  P.  F.  Ó Cianáin;  ina  seasamh : T.  Ó Cnáimhín,  Liam 
Stamp,  An  tAth.  Liam  Harpúr,  Anraí  Diolún,  An  tAth.  Roibeard  Mac  Éinrí,  Tomás  Ó 
Catháin,  Seosamh  Sionóid,  Liam  Ó Maolchraoibhe. 
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GRIANGRAF  A GLACADH  AR  1 BEALTAINE  1916 

Sa  line  thosaigh,  ó chlé:  Séamas  Ó Reachtair,  Roibeard  Ó Braonáin,  Séamas 
Ó Dubhghaill,  Seán  R.  Eichingeam;  ar  chúl:  Úna  Uí  Bhraonáin,  Micheál  de  Lása, 
Eibhlín  Ní  Éigeartaigh. 
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SÉAMAS  Ó DUBHGHAILL 

An  appreciation  by  Pádraig  Tóibín 

Tá  Séamas  Ó Dnbhghaill  imithe  uainn,  agus  is  boichtede  sinne  go 
go  léir  agus  an  saol  Gaelach  go  háirithe  a bhás.  Ar  feadh  a shaoil 
d’oibrigh  sé  go  díograiseach  gan  stad  gan  staonadh  le  leas  na  tire 
agus  na  Gaeilge. 

I bparóiste  Áth  an  Chorráin  a rugadh  é sé  bliana  agus  ochtó  ó 
shin,  agus  i gceantar  Inis  Córthaidh  a chaith  sé  an  trí  scór  bliain 
deiridh  dá  shaol.  Tógadh  le  Béarla  é ach  bhí  an  Ghaeilge  ar  a thoil 
aige.  Bhí  eolas  an-domhain  ag  Séamas  ar  sheanchas  agus  ar  sheandál- 
aíocht  na  hÉireann,  go  mór-mhór  stair  dhúthaigh  Uí  Cinsealaigh. 
Ba  chomhalta  bunaidh  de  Chumann  Seanchais  Uí  Cinsealaigh  é. 
Scríobh  sé  ailt  don  Past,  thug  sé  léachtaí,  agus  go  mion  minic  foils- 
íodh  ailt  leis  ar  An  Mac  Alla. 

Ba  i mian  a chroi  an  Ghaeilge  a chothú  agus  rinne  sé  saothar 
éachtach  in  obair  na  hathbheochana  — ina  stiúrthóir  ar  Choláiste 
Charman,  ina  rúnaí  ar  Fheis  Charman  agus  ina  threorai  ar  an 
ngluaiseacht  i gContae  Loch  Garman. 

Ach,  thar  aon  rud  eile,  is  ar  an  bpáirt  a ghlac  Séamas  Ó Dubhghaill 
in  Éirí  Amach  na  Cásca  agus  sa  troid  in  aghaidh  na  nGall  a sheasann 
a cháil.  Gael  dilis  agus  Criostai  carthanach,  is  fada  buan  a mhairiidh 
a chuimhne. 

After  a long  lifetime  of  devoted  service  to  Ireland,  Séamas  Ó 
Dubhghaill  died  on  i May  1971.  Comrade  and  friend  of  Pádraig 
Pearse  and  Seán  Mac  Diarmada,  Séamas  Rafter  and  Liam  Mellowes, 
his  association  with  the  cultural  and  national  resurgence  went  back 
to  his  early  years.  He  was  a member  of  the  Irish  Republican 
Brotherhood  and  helped  to  establish  the  Volunteer  movement  in 
Co.  Wexford. 

It  is  as  a leader  of  the  Volunteers  in  the  Easter  Insurrection  that 
Séamas  will  best  be  remembered.  He  was  Adjutant  of  the  Wexford 
Brigade  in  that  memorable  Eastertide  when  the  Volunteers,  for 
four  days,  held  the  town  of  Enniscorthy  for  the  Republic  and  refused 
to  lay  down  their  arms  until  ordered  by  Pádraig  Pearse  to  do  so. 

On  Sunday,  30  April  1916,  Séamas  and  Seán  Etchingham  were 
brought  under  military  escort  to  Arbour  Hill  Barracks,  to  receive 
from  their  Commandant  General  the  order  to  lay  down  arms.  Re- 
calling that  meeting  with  Pearse,  who  was  executed  on  3 May, 
Séamas  wrote: 

'.  . . As  we  entered,  Pearse  was  rising  from  a mattress  in  the  far 
end  of  the  cell,  upon  which  he  had  been  lying,  covered  with  his  great- 
coat. He  wore  the  uniform  of  the  Irish  Volunteers,  which  was  com- 
plete except  for  the  Sam  Browne  belt;  the  rank-badges  were  still  on 
the  collar  of  his  tunic.  He  seemed  to  be  physically  exhausted,  but 
spiritually  exultant  . . . ’ 

For  their  part  in  the  Insurrection,  Séamas  and  the  other  leaders 
were  sentenced  to  death.  The  sentence  was  commuted  to  penal 
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servitude,  and  he  spent  more  than  a year  in  English  convict  prisons 
— Dartmoor  and  Lewes,  Parkhurst  and  Pentonville.  Freed  in  the 
Amnesty  of  1917,  he  threw  himself  heart  and  soul  into  the  resump- 
tion of  the  struggle.  He  endured  the  full  rigour  of  the  War  of 
Independence,  and  those  who  were  his  comrades  remember  his 
steadfastness  and  courage.  In  1920  he  was  again  arrested,  and,  while 
still  a prisoner,  was  elected  a member  of  the  second  Dáil.  He  was 
one  of  the  fifty-seven  deputies  who  voted  against  the  Treaty. 

After  the  crowded  years  of  struggle,  Séamas  Ó Dubhghaill’s  life 
became  increasingly  devoted  to  the  Gaelic  revival  movement  and 
to  the  study  of  Ireland’s  history  and  literature.  The  knowledge  of 
Irish  he  acquired  in  Conradh  na  Gaeilge,  and  later  by  study  while 
in  English  jails,  was  perfected  by  visits  to  the  western  Gaeltacht. 
His  work  for  Feis  Charman  and  Coláiste  Charman  is  well  remember- 
ed. He  made  a special  study  of  Irish  placenames  and  did  valuable 
work  as  a member  of  Coimisiún  na  Logainmneacha. 

His  work  for  the  Ul  Cinsealaigh  Historical  Society  merits  a special 
tribute  of  gratitude.  A founder  member,  and  later  one  of  its  vice- 
presidents,  he  made  many  valuable  contributions  to  Irish  historical 
research.  His  mind  was  stored  with  the  history  and  traditions  of  his 
native  district,  and  he  was  acknowledged  as  an  authority  on  the  ’98 
struggle.  A man  of  high  idealism  and  complete  integrity,  Séamas 
Ó Dubhghaill  personified  all  that  was  best  in  a great  generation. 
Suaimhneas  síoraí  dá  anam  dilis. 


Dhá  laoch  san  úir  td  sinte 
ndr  staon  6 chúis  a dtire; 
a n-éag  d’fhág  smúit  ar  chroithe — 
mo  Uirchreach  dhubhach  a ndiobhadh. 

A Ghaela  crú-digh  dtlse, 
chun  Dé  le  dúthracht  guígí 
go  dté  go  Brú  an  A oibhnis 
gan  dear  gan  chumha  an  dis  seo. 
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A humorous  letter  of 
Mark  O’Keeffe 

PÁDRAIG  Ó SÚILLEABHÁIN,  O.F.M. 


The  letter  published  here  is  preserved  in  the  Franciscan  Library, 
Killiney,  as  MS  E 36.  The  writer,  who  signs  himself  M.  O Keeffe, 
was  undoubtedly  the  Mark  O’Keeffe  who  was  archdeacon  of  the 
diocese  of  Ferns,  and  parish  priest  of  Piercestown  from  1809  until 
his  death  in  1838. 1 The  letter  is  addressed  to  Doctor  Walsh,  Convent, 
Wexford.  It  bears  no  date  as  it  was  delivered  by  hand.  For  more 
than  a decade  prior  to  1838,  and  also  at  an  earlier  period,  there  were 
two  Franciscans  of  the  name  of  Walsh  in  Wexford  friary.  One, 
James,  had  been  guardian  of  the  friary  from  1822  to  1825,  the  other, 
Richard  Francis,  held  the  same  office  1815-19  and  again  1831-34. 2 
The  endorsement  of  the  letter  (i.e.  ‘O  Keiffe’s  Letter  to  me’)  seems 
to  be  in  the  latter’s  hand.3  Richard,  who  was  a native  of  Batchelors’ 
Hall,  was  born  in  1771. 4 He  did  his  studies  for  the  priesthood  in 
St  Isidore’s  College,  Rome,  where  he  received  the  Franciscan  habit 
in  September  1790. 5 He  died  in  Wexford  20  January  1841. 6 

Richard  Walsh  was  a bibliophile.  It  was  through  his  enterprise 
that  a large  number  of  books  formerly  belonging  to  St  Anthony’s 
College,  Louvain,  were  procured  for  the  Irish  Franciscan  province 
and  transferred  to  Wexford  friary, 7 where  he  was  instrumental  in 
getting  a new  library  built  in  1834.  Several  of  the  diocesan  clergy, 
among  them  Mark  O’Keeffe,  subscribed  to  the  building  of  the 
library.8 

It  would  appear  from  the  letters  of  O’Keeffe  that  have  survived 
that  he  was  a priest  of  more  than  average  ability.  Note  his  criticism 
of  Jeremiah  Donovan’s  translation  of  the  Roman  Catechism.9  He 
was  familiar  with  English  literature,  knew  French  and  had  at  least  a 


1 For  further  details  of  his  life  see  The  Past  viii  (1970)  27,  4 n. 

2 Franciscan  Library,  Killiney,  chapter  bills. 

3 For  a letter  from  O’Keeffe  to  James  Walsh,  see  I.  E.  Record , 5th  Series, 
vol.  cv  (1966)  124-26. 

4 Archivium  Hibernicum  iii  85.  In  the  copy  of  The  letters  of  Junius  (London 
1771)  which  he  procured  for  the  library,  he  wrote  the  following  note  immedi- 
ately after  the  date  of  publication  : ‘ The  very  year  I was  born,  17th.  February.’ 
Clement  Reville,  another  Wexford  Franciscan,  added  a note  to  the  effect  that 
Richard  Walsh  died  on  Jan.  20th,  1841. 

5Archives  of  St  Isidore’s  College,  Rome,  MS  Liber  discretorialis  Collegii  S. 
Isidori,  23  Sept.  1790. 

6 See  n.  4,  and  Wexford  friary  obits  in  Fran.  Lib.,  Killiney,  MS  E 13. 

7 See  B.  Jennings,  Louvain  papers  1606-1827  (Dublin  1968)  p.  648  sqq. 

8 Fran.  Lib.,  Killiney,  MS  C 106. 

9 See  The  Past  viii  27-35. 
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'smattering’  of  Italian.  A few  of  his  letters,  notably  the  one  published 
here,  are  written  in  a light  and  humorous  vein. 


Revd  Sir, 

Take  notice  that  the  bearer  hereof  will  bring  me  an  Italian  diction- 
ary and  any  other  Italian  book  she  gets.  Refuse  her  at  your  peril 
and  that  of  your  whole  Order.  Laugh  not  at  this  threat.  What 
would  become  of  you  should  I set  myself  at  the  head  of  all  the  priests 
who  bear  you  no  good  will  and  who  want  only  a leader  to  commence 
hostilities  ? Why  Sir,  I should  have  an  army  ten  times  more  numer- 
ous than  you  imagine.10  All  the  young  ones  who  have  got  a smatter- 
ing of  knowledge,  or  imagine  themselves  learned,  which  is  much  the 
same  thing,  will  be  ready  to  attack  you  as  a set  of  Pharisees  who 
seized11  the  key  of  knowledge  and  shut  up  the  rest  of  mankind  in 
Egyptian  darkness  and  at  the  same  time  made  no  other  use  of  it 
yourselves  but  to  cozen  your  neighbours  of  their  plate  and  richest 
furniture,  teaching  them  that  the  surest  way  to  heaven  was  to  build 
you  palaces  and  endow  you  with  the  fat  of  the  land.  You  cant 
conceve  [sic]  how  greedily  this  would  be  swallowed  by  the  common 
people  and  how  glibly  it  would  go  down  with  the  parish  priests,  who, 
if  constant  tradition  be  true,  are  not  much  disposed  to  share  the 
fleece  and  milk  of  their  flocks  with  you  or  any  other.  I think  it  would 
be  no  difficult  task  to  persuade  them  you  are  no  better  than  ravening 
wolves  seeking  their  prey,12  and  that  13as  good  shepherds13  the}^ 
ought  to  keep  the  night  watch  over  their  flocks  and  prevent  you  from 
getting  so  much  as  a peep  at  their  folds.  And  then  Sir,  see  what  a 
starving  beggarly  set  you  would  be.  Why,  Sir,  you  would  chearfully 
[stc]  part  with  the  whole  library,  give  up  the  key  of  knowledge  and14 
herd  with  fools  and  blockheads,  provided  you  might  sit  down  to  your 
former  plenty,  wear  again  smoth  [sz'c]  cloths  and  lie  warm. 

Poh,  poh,  you  say,  we  have  greater  influence  with  the  people  than 
the  whole  secular  clergy.  Granted,  yet  we  too  have  some,  and  I hold 
any  wager  that  we  can  close  their  hands  so  fast  that  with  all  your 
influence  you  cant  open  them.  The  reason  is  plain  : it  is  much 
easier  to  persuade  a man  to  keep  what  he  has  rather  than  give  it 
away.  Be  wise,  avoid  the  storm,  remember  peace  is  better  than  war, 
a friend  than  a foe.  Send  the  books  and  then  let  me  see  who  dare 
ruffle  the  beard  of  any  of  your  foraging  parties. 

Your  friend  as  you  shall  deserve, 
M.  O Keeffe. 


10  Some  letter,  probably  ‘ I deleted  before  this  word. 

11  The  MS  reading  seems  to  be  ‘ siered  The  reference  to  the  key  of  know- 
ledge is  probably  based  on  Luke  xi  52  : ‘ Woe  to  you  lawyers,  for  you  have 
taken  away  the  key  of  knowledge.’ 

12  This  word  is  underlined  in  the  MS. 

13 -13  These  three  words  are  underlined  in  the  MS. 

14  ‘ sit  down  ’ deleted  after  this  word. 
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Documents  relating  to  the 
appointment  of  John  Stafford 
as  Coadjutor  to  the  Bishop  of 
Ferns,  1772 

Edited  by 

PATRICK  J.  CORISH 


I am  grateful  to  the  Rev.  Hugh  Fenning,  O.P.,  for  calling  my 
attention  to  these  documents  from  the  Propaganda  Archives  and 
providing  me  with  photostats.  They  concern  the  appointment  of 
John  Stafford  as  coadjutor  to  his  uncle  Nicholas  Sweetman  in  the 
see  of  Ferns.  It  is  clear  that  forces  were  working  against  his  appoint- 
ment, and  that  they  had  considerable  influence  in  Rome,  especially, 
it  would  seem,  with  the  Secretary  of  Propaganda.  Bishop  Sweetman, 
however,  was  determined  on  it,  and  mustered  the  support  of  most  of 
his  clergy.  It  appears  that  the  appointment  was  originally  made  at 
the  beginning  of  June  1772,  but  that  the  forces  of  opposition  were 
able  to  have  it  held  up.  It  was,  however,  definitely  confirmed  by 
the  Pope  on  29  November,  and  after  assignation  of  his  title  the  new 
bishop’s  brief  of  appointment  was  issued  on  14  December.  Bishop 
Stafford  never  succeeded  to  the  see,  for  he  was  killed  by  a fall  from 
his  horse  on  30  September  1781.*  James  Caulfield  was  appointed 
coadjutor  by  a brief  of  26  February  1782,  and  succeeded  on  the  death 
of  Bishop  Sweetman  on  19  October  1786. 1 

The  third  document  here  printed  has  its  own  special  interest,  in 
that  it  lists  the  majority  of  the  clergy  of  Ferns,  with  their  parishes, 
for  the  year  1772.  It  fills  a gap  in  the  lists  we  already  have  (1704, 
conveniently  reprinted  in  Grattan-Flood,  Diocese  of  Ferns,  pp. 
206-8  ; 1731,  in  Archivium  Hibernicum,  iv,  166-9  > a partial  list  for 
1739,  printed,  without  indication  of  source,  in  Grattan-Flood, 
op.  cit.,  p.  209;  1744,  in  Collectanea  Hibernica,  x,  102-3  ; 1753,  in 
Archivium  Hibernicum,  ii,  100-105  ; and  1785/6  (without  indication 
of  parishes),  ibid.,  iii,  119-23).  These,  together  with  passing  refer- 
ences elsewhere,  allow  a fairly  complete  listing  of  the  clergy  of  Ferns 
during  the  Penal  times. 


* [See  poem  on  his  death,  The  Past  viii  43 — Ed.] 

1 See  Ritzier  and  Sefrin,  Hierarchia  Catholica , vi,  214  ; Grattan-Flood, 
Diocese  of  Ferns,  pp.  xix,  177,  218-9  ; Renehan,  Collections  on  Irish  Church 
History , ii  39. 
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i.  Nicholas  Sweetman,  bishop  of  Ferns,  to  Pope  Clement 
XIV.  Undated.  (A.P.F.,  Udienze  12,  f.  4151-)  ; with  secretarial 

NOTES  DATED  29  NOVEMBER  AND  5 DECEMBER  1JJ2  (IBID.,  f.  416V). 
Beatissime  Pater, 

Ad  pedes  Sanctitatis  Vestrae  provolutus  Nicolaus  divina  ac 
Sanctae  Sedis  Apostolicae  gratia  episcopus  Fernensis  in  Hibernia, 
qua  par  est  humilitate  exponit,  se  per  suum  in  Curia  agent em 
exhibuisse  Eminentissimo  P.  D.  Cardinali  Marefoschi  Hiberniae 
protect ori  supplicem  libellum  Sanctitati  Vestrae  porrigendum  quo 
humiliter  orabat,  ut  coadiutoriam  dioecesis  Fernensis  cum  iure 
successions  R.  D.  Ioanni  Stafford  cancellario  Fernensi,  et  pastori  de 
Duncormick,  dictae  dioecesis  clero,  et  populo  prae  omnibus  mortalibus 
optatissimo,  Sanctitas  Vestra  concedere  dignaretur ; dictumque 
supplicem  libellum  a praelaudato  Eminentissimo  Protectore 
porrectum  fuisse  2a  Iunii  ultimo  elapsi,  cui  benigne  annuens  Sanctitas 
Vestra,  dictum  libellum  cum  annexa  postulatione  tradidit  pro 
expeditione  brevis  Reverendo  Domino  Sacrae  Congregationis  de 
Propaganda  Fide  secretario,  qui  hactenus  dictam  expeditionem,  sub 
praetextu  ulterioris  informationis,  per  Reverendissimum  Dominum 
Internuntium  Apostolicum  Bruxellensem  capessendae  suspendit. 
Oratorem,  a suo  in  Curia  agente  mature  monitum  de  suspensione 
brevis,  misisse  alteram  in  favorem  praefati  R.  D.  Ioannis  Stafford 
postulationem  a 31  dioecesis  Fernensis  pastoribus,  canonicis,  et  in 
dignitate  constitutis  sacerdotibus  manu  propria  subscriptam,  quae 
exhibita  fuit  5a  Octobris  ultimo  elapsi  R.D.  Internuntio  Apostolico 
Bruxellensi,  qua  visa  idem  asseruit  Reverendo  Domino  collegii 
Hibernorum  Lovanii  praesidi  exhibenti,  se  nunquam  de  hoc  negotio 
ullatenus  audivisse ; quo  manifestum  fit  Reverendum  Dominum 
Sacrae  Congregationis  de  Propaganda  Fide  secretarium  nullum 
unquam  medium  pro  uheriori  informatione  capessenda  exhibuisse , nec 
adhibere  voluisse,  sed  forsan  adhaerens  infamibus  calumniis  ab 
aliquibus  malevolis,  et  maleferiatis  susurronibus,  et  calumniatoribus 
occulte  insinuatis,  dicti  ad  Sanctitatem  Vestram  supplicis  libelli 
totalem  suppressionem  decrevisse  : quapropter  humillimus  orator  ad 
Sanctitatis  Vestrae  clementiam,  et  paternam  sollicitudinem  denuo 
recurrens  humiliter  supplicat,  quatenus  cleri  Fernensis  et  oratoris 
postulationi  denuo  factae  benigne  annuens,  ad  oratoris,  senio,  et 
48  annorum  in  missione  laboribus  confect i solamen,  et  tranquillit- 
atem,  eiusque  dilectae  dioecesis  decus,  et  securitatem,  praefatae 
coadiutoriae  expeditionem  solicite  fieri  iubeat.  Ouam  Deus  etc. 

Ibernia.  Ad  Beatissimam  Patrem  P.  P.  Clementem  XIV. 

Pro  coadiutoria  episcopatus  Fernensis  in  Hibernia.  Ex  audientia 
Sanctissimi  Domini  Nostri  dementis  PP.  XIV  habita  die  29  Novem- 
bris  1772.  Sanctissimus  mihi  infrascripto  Sacrae  Congregationis  de 
Propaganda  Fide  secretario  huiusmodi  supplicem  libellum  tradidit, 
afhrmans  se  in  coadiutorem  R.  P.  D.  Nicolai  episcopi  Fernensis  cum 
futura  successione,  et  titulo  episcopali  in  partibus  elegisse  R.  D. 
Ioannem  Stafford  cancellarium  Fernensem,  et  pastorem  de  Dun- 
cormick ; mandavitque,  ut  huius  pontificiae  electionis  certiorem 
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facerem  turn  Eminentissimum  Secretarium  Brevium  pro  consultarum 
brevium  expeditione,  turn  Illustrissimum  Sanctitatis  Suae  auditorem, 
pro  episcopalis  tituli  assignatione. 

Actum  Romae  ex  aedibus  dictae  Sacrae  Congregationis  die  et 
anno,  quibus  supra. 

Stephanus  Borgia  Sacrae  Congregationis  de  Propaganda  Fide 
secretarius. 

Paritum  est  Sanctitatis  Suae  mandatis  sub  die  5 Decembris  1772. 

S.  Borgia  secretarius. 


2.  Nicholas  Sweetman,  bishop  of  Ferns,  to  Cardinal 
Marefoschi.  Wexford,  22  August  1772.  (Ibid.,  f.  417  rv). 

Eminentissime  ac  Reverendissime  Princeps, 

Tertia  iam  vice  cogor  obsecrare  et  humiliter  orare  Eminentissimam 
Dominationem  Vestram  ut  dignetur  maturare  coadiutoriam  dioecesis 
Fernensis  cum  futura  successione  in  favorem  reverendi  admodum 
D.  Ioannis  Stafford,  quam  ut  audivi  ea  sua  summa  benignitate 
apostolica  concessit  Summus  ecclesiae  Catholicae  Parens  die  2a 
Iulii  elapsi,  quod  nuncium  illico  volavit  per  dioecesim  nostram 
Fernensem  illique  laetissimum  fuit  uti  factum  in  gratiam  viri  sibi 
ex  omnibus  mortalibus  optatissimi,  ne  ullum  dispendium  aut  malum 
nostrae  dioecesi  charissimae  ex  mora  oriatur. 

Hie  silere  aut  celare  non  debeo  fama  vagari  inter  nos  quod  duo 
alii  competitores  pro  hac  coadiutoria  successione  surrexerint, 
scilicet  R.  D.  Philippus  Devereux  huius  dioecesis  parochus,  vir 
tenuis  et  modicae  litteraturae,  atque  omino  inexpertus,  sed  tumidus 
et  invidus,  immodicae  ambitionis  oestro  exaestuans,  perfidus  periurus 
et  ingratus,  secretorum  episcopi  proditor,  pacis  ac  charitatis  in  hac 
dioecesi  perturbator  et  eversor,  necnon  fratrum  sacerdotum  et 
innocentium  inf  amis  calumniator  et  diffamator  ...  Non  erubescunt 
tamen  ut  fertur  viri  quidam  laici  nomine  tenus  Catholici  huius  regni 
in  favorem  tabs  viri  scribere  superioribus  nostris  sacrilege  petulanter 
et  mendaciter,  sese  intermiscentes  rebus  nostris  ecclesiasticis, 
mittentes  falcem  in  messem  alienam  extendentesque  ad  instar 
impii  Oziae  manus  ad  thuribulum,  quam  vis  nullatenus  noverint, 
saltern  praecipui  et  plures  ipsorum,  hunc  Philippum  Devereux,  neque 
dioecesim  nostram,  neque  res  ipsius  ab  initio  mundi. 

Alter  competitor  est  R.  D.  Petrus  Synnot,  fabri  ferrarii  films, 
huius  dioecesis  nativus,  homo  maxime  flagitiosus  et  a nullo  prorsus 
scelerum  genere  temperans,  atque  etiam  summae  procacitatis  ac 
impudent iae  vir,  qui  a triginta  fere  annis  vivit  in  Hispania,  ubi 
mult  as  excitat  turbas  et  tumultus  in  damnum  et  dedecus  con- 
terraneorum  nostrorum,  et  missionis  Hibernicae,  sub  auspiciis  et 
protectione  cuiusdam  praepotentis  viri  Campomanes  unius  e 
ministris  regis  Catholici,  qui  ipsum  inauspicato  confessorem  selegit. 
Si  horum  quivis  infaustissime  noster  coadiutor  nominatus  fuisset 
nullam  cum  ipso  communicationem  haberemus,  unde  dissensiones, 
rixae  et  ingentia  scandala  in  hac  dioecesi  orirentur,  in  grave  detrimen- 
tum  rei  Catholicae,  heu  ! fere  iam  eversae  in  hac  infelici  patria, 
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sanctorum  quondam  insula.  Avertat  Deus  Optimus  Maximus  tarn 
vastum,  tarn  immane  malum  a nostra  valde  dilecta  dioecesi.  Et  ego 
cum  omni  reverentia,  amore  et  gratitudine  subscribor 

Eminentissimae  ac  Reverendissimae  Dominationis  Vestrae 
Humillimus  atque  obsequentissimus  servus  etc. 

Nicolaus  episcopus  Femensis 
Wexfordiae  die  i2a  Augusti  1772 

Eminentissimo  ac  Reverendissimo  Cardinali  Marefoschi. 

3.  Nicholas  Sweetman,  bishop  of  Ferns,  to  Abate  Fitzgerald, 
Rome.  Wexford,  16  September  1772  : attested  copy,  dated 
Wexford,  17  September.  (Ibid.,  f.  4181V). 

Eximie  Domine, 

Litteris  antehac  ad  te  datis  te  constitui  sicut  et  praesentibus 
constituo,  procuratorem  et  agentem  pro  me  et  nomine  meo  in  curia 
Romana,  eo  fine  ut  quantum  in  te  erat  mihi  procurares  a Summo 
Pontifice  successorem  cum  futura  successione  R.  admodum  D. 
Ioannem  Stafford,  huius  dioecesis  Fernensis  cancellarium  et 
parochum  de  Duncormick ; et  intelligo  hunc  favorem  mihi 
concessum  fuisse  die  2a  Iunii  elapsi  a Sanctissimo  Patre.  Nescio 
tamen  qua  ratione  aut  quo  iure  nonnulli  hunc  favorem  aut  suspen- 
derint  aut  suppresserint  adhuc,  nisi  forsan  aure  biberint  falsos  et 
malitiosos  rumores  casu  a quibusdam  malevolis  et  maleferiatis 
susurronibus  et  detractoribus  sparsos  in  detrimentum  virorum  sese 
multo  praestantiorum,  qui  maledici  calumniatores  nulli  mortalium 
desunt . . . Numquid  quaeso  P.P.  C.C.  mihi  tantam  et  tarn  enormem 
iniuriam  et  indignationem  irrogare  volunt,  post  quadraginta  octo 
laboriosos  annos  in  missione  Hibernica  consumptos,  et  etiam  carceres 
perpessos  pro  fide  et  disciplina  Catholica,  ut  maledicis,  infamibus  et 
clancularibus  calumniatoribus,  ambitione,  invidia  et  forsan 
ingrat it udine  abductos  potius  fidem  adhibendam  existiment,  quam 
mihi  qui  dioecesim  gubemavi  his  viginti  octo  aut  viginti  novem  fere 
annis  iure  meo,  et  sex  aut  septem  annis  sub  praedecessore  meo  in 
qualitate  vicarii  generalis.  Non  solum  autem  mihi,  sed  etiam  clero 
Fernensi,  qui  omnes  exceptis  paucis  parvi  ponderis  et  minoris  meriti 
suffragia  tulerunt  pro  reverendo  admodum  D.  Ioanne  Stafford,  ut 
videre  est  in  nostris  epistolis  ad  SS.  D.  D.  nostrum  et  ad  Eminent issi- 
mum  Hiberniae  Protectorem.  Sed  ut  nulli  dehinc  relinquatur 
dubitandi  locus,  subscripta  habet  Dominatio  Vestra  Colendissima 
nomina,  cognomina  atque  titulos  canonicorum  et  pastorum  huius 
dioecesis  Fernensis,  qui  lubentissimo  animo  reverendo  admodum 
D.  Ioanni  Stafford  suffragati  sunt,  testata  per  protonotarium 
apostolicum.  Dignetur  mihi  quamprimum  rescribere,  et  ego  omni 
benevolentia  subscribor 

Dominationis  vestrae  colendissimae 
Addict issimus  servus  et  amicus, 
Nicolaus  episcopus  Fernensis. 

Wexfordiae  i6a  Septembris  1772. 

Colendissimo  D.  Abbati  Fitzgerald  . . . Romani. 
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Reverendus  admodum  D.  Gulielmus  Devereux,  vicarius  generalis, 
decanus  Fernensis,  pastor  de  Rathmacknee  etc.,  nuper  mortuus. 

Reverendus  D.  Richardus  Devereux,  archidiaconus  Fernensis, 
pastor  Maglas  etc.,  qui  nuper  resignavit  archidiaconatum. 

Reverendus  D.  Petrus  Devereux,  pastor  de  Malrankan  etc., 
praesens  archidiaconus  Fernensis. 

Reverendus  admodum  D.  Thomas  Broders,  vicarius  generalis, 
cantor  Fernensis,  pastor  de  Ballyhack. 

Reverendus  admodum  D.  Bernardus  Downes,  nunc  decanus 
Fernensis,  et  pastor  de  Tintern. 

Reverendus  D.  Thomas  Ennis,  canonicus  doct oralis  Fernensis, 
et  pastor  de  Taghmon  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Patritius  Cullen,  canonicus  theologalis  Fernensis, 
et  pastor  de  Castle  Ellis  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Edmundus  Shallooe,  canonicus  lect oralis  et  pastor 
de  Gorey  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Ioannes  Fitzhenry,  canfonicus  praebendarius  de]2 
Kilrane  et  pastor  de  Bannow  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Thomas  Furlong,  canonicus  praebendarius  de 
Fethard  et  pastor  de  Kilmallock  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Patritius  Synnot,  canonicus  praebendarius  de 
Edermine  et  pastor  de  Ballyhuskard  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Martinus  Redmond,  canonicus  praebendarius  de 
Taghmon  et  pastor  de  Killegny  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Mortachus  Donovan,  canonicus  praebendarius  de 
Kilrush  et  pastor  Rosponti  etc.,  nuper  mortuus. 

Reverendus  D.  Thomas  Murphy,  nunc  canonicus  praebendarius 
de  Kilrush  et  coadiutor  reverendi  Domini  Martini  Redmond. 

Reverendus  D.  Franciscus  Kavanagh,  canonicus  praebendarius 
de  Clone  et  pastor  de  Rossmeenogue  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Iacobus  Caulfield,  S.T.D.,  protonotarius  apostoli- 
cus,  thesaurarius  Fernensis,  et  pastor  Rosponti  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Iacobus  Cullen,  canonicus  praebendarius  de 
Colstoffe  et  coadiutor  de  Rosslare  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Gulielmus  Doyle,  canonicus  praebendarius  de 
Tomb  et  pastor  de  Glin,  Killurin  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Mundus  Stafford,  pastor  Insulae  B.M.V.  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Martinus  Fanning,  eius  coadiutor. 

Reverendus  D.  Iacobus  Murphy,  pastor  de  Rathmacknee  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Michael  Fitzhenry,  coadiutor  de  Bannow. 

Reverendus  D.  Edwardus  Keating,  pastor  Wexfordiae  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Thomas  Brenan,  pastor  de  Monyhore  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Matheus  Byrne,  eius  coadiutor. 

Reverendus  D.  Brianus  Murphy,  pastor  de  Old  Ross  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Anthonius  Broders,  nunc  pastor  de  Ballyhack  etc 

Reverendus  D.  Gulielmus  Brenan,  pastor  de  Screen  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Laurentius  Murphy,  pastor  de  Kilmucridge  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Nicholaus  Synnot,  pastor  de  Templeshanbo  etc. 

Reverendus  D.  Laurentius  Esmonde,  pastor,  de  Rosslare  etc. 


2 MS  slightly  damaged. 
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Reverendus  D.  Petrus  Synnot  canonicus  praebendarius  de  White 
Church  et  Coadiutor  reverendi  Domini  Richardi  Devereux.3 

Antedictorum  veritatem  indubitabilem  attestor  sub  manu  et 
sigillis  meis.  Wexfordiae  hac  die  17  Septembris  anni  Domini  1772. 

Iacobus  Caulfield,  S.T.D. 
Protonotarius  Apostolicus 
Thesaurarius  Fernensis  et 
Pastor  Rosponti  etc. 


4.  Archive  note  by  the  Secretary  of  Propaganda.  Undated. 
(Ibid.,  f.  419^. 

Ibernia. 

Ex  audientia  Sanctissimi  Domini  nostri  dementis  P.P.  XIV 
habita  die  29  Novembris  1772. 

Quum  R.  P.  D.  Nicolaus  episcopus  Fernensis  in  Hibernia 
Sanctissimo  Domino  nostro  supplicaverit,  sibi,  ob  ingravescent em 
aetatem  in  coadiutorem  muneris  episcopalis  cum  futura  successione 
dari  R.  D.  Ioannem  Stafford  sacerdotem  saecularem  Fernensem 
cancellarium,  et  pastorem  loci  de  Duncormick  dictae  dioecesis, 
Sanctitas  Sua,  huiusmodi  precibus  benigne  annuens,  praefatum 
Ioannem  de  Stafford  elegit,  ac  in  coadiutorem  eiusdem  episcopi 
Fernensis  cum  futura  successione  deputavit ; mandans  ecclesiam 
titularem  in  partibus  infidelium  ei  designari,  et  ad  expeditionem 
litterarum  apostolicarum  in  forma  brevis  iuxta  solitum  deveniri  ; 
necnon  hanc  pontificiam  suam  voluntatem  per  me  infrascriptum 
Sacrae  Congregationis  de  Propaganda  Fide  secretarium  notificari 
turn  Eminentissimo  D.  Caidinali  Secretario  Brevium,  turn  Illustriss- 
imo  Sanctitatis  Suae  Auditori,  ad  effectus  de  quibus  supra. 

Datum  etc. 


5.  Papal  Auditor’s  office  to  the  Secretary  of  Propaganda, 
6 December  1772.  (A.P.F.,  S.C.  Irlanda  II,  f.  684r). 

Nell’  atto  che  l’Uditore  di  Nostro  Signore  esseguendo  i commandi 
di  Monsignore  Illustrissimo  e Reverendissimo  Borgia,  segretario 
della  S.  Congregazione  di  Propaganda  trasmette  all’  Eminentissimo 
e Reverendissimo  Signore  Cardinale  Negroni4  il  titolo  vescovile 
richiesto  per  il  sacerdote  D.  Giovanni  Stafford,  deputato  da  Sua 
Santitá  coadiutore  di  Monsignore  Niccoló  vescovo  Fernense,  ne 
reca  a Sua  Signoria  Illustrissima  per  propria  doverosa  attenzione  il 
presente  riscontro,  rassegnandosi  rispettosamente  suo  divotissimo 
ed  obbligatissimo  servitore  vero. 


3 Up  to  this  the  text  is  in  the  hand  of  Bishop  Sweetman  (or  his  secretary)  ; 
what  follows  is  in  the  hand  of  Dr  Caulfield. 

4 Appointed  Secretary  of  Briefs  5 October  1767  : Ritzier  and  Sefrin,  Hievav- 
chia  Catholica,  vi  23. 
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Dalle  stanze  del  Quirinale, 

6 dicembre  1772. 

Monsignore  Borgia, 

Segretario  della  S.  Congregazione  di  Propaganda. 


6.  The  Internuncio  at  Brussels  to  the  Cardinal  Prefect  of 
Propaganda,  Brussels,  ii  December  1772.  (Ibid.,  f.  658r). 

Eminentissimo  e Reverendissimo  Signore  Signore  Padrone 
Colendissimo, 

Per  l’urgente  bisogno  che  rappresentami  il  vescovo  di  Corck  in 
Irlanda  d’essere  favorito  di  pronta  risposta  della  Santitá  Sua  alia 
lettera,  che  ha  Thonore  di  rassegnarlo  acchiusa  in  questa  mia,  prego 
riverentemente  TEminenza  Vostra  a darsi  l’incomodo  di  supplicarne 
altresi  in  mio  nome  Sua  Beatitudine,  accioché  il  sodetto  prelato  ne 
ottenga  l’intento.  Pensava  il  medemo  di  mandare  all’  istessa 
occasione  la  relazione  dello  stato  della  sua  chiesa  oramai  da  esso 
terminata,  ma  non  ha  voluto  differire  piú  a far  pervenire  a Nostro 
Signore  l’importante  sodetta  sua  lettera. 

Non  parlo  qui  dell’  istanza  fatta  dal  vescovo  Fernense  di  avere  per 
suo  coadiutore  il  Signore  Stafford  cancelliere  di  quella  curia,  a 
favore  di  cui  si  saranno  vedute  dalla  Sacra  Congregazione  le  test! 
monianze  della  maggior  parte  di  quel  clero,  quali  perció  mi  dispenso 
di  mettere  un’  altra  volta  sotto  i suoi  occhi,  non  ostantecche  dal 
sodetto  vescovo  me  ne  siano  state  fatte  delle  premure,  mentre  mi 
vien  riferito,  che  la  medema  Sacra  Congregazione  riserbavasi  a 
pigliarne  prima  delle  piú  esatte  informa  zioni.  Equi  con  umilissimo 
rispetto  mi  rassegno 

Brusselles  11  dicembre  1772.  Di  Vostra  Eminenza 

Umilissimo  divot issimo  obbligatissimo  servitore 
T[ommaso]  M[aria  Ghilini] 

Arcivescovo  di  Rodi. 

Eminentissimo  Signore  Cardinale  Castelli, 

Roma. 


[ So  ] 
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Cummins,  Walter,  Ballymurn. 

Curtis,  Rev.  James  B.,  St.  Peter’s  College,  Wexford 
Curtis,  Rev.  James  L.,  C.C.,  Wexford. 

Curtis,  Rev.  Patrick,  L.S.S.,  St.  Peter’s  College,  Wexford. 

Delahunt,  Mrs.  N.  T.,  Seafield,  Wicklow 

de  Val,  An  tAth.  Séamas  S.,  B.A.,  Coláiste  Pheadair,  Loch  Garman. 
Dillon,  Patrick,  Clonroche. 

Dillon,  Mrs.  Patrick,  N.T.,  Clonroche. 

Donovan,  Gerald,  N.T.,  Rosbercon. 

Donovan,  Patrick,  24  Michael  St.,  New  Ross. 

Doran,  Patrick,  15  Watermill  Ave.,  Raheny. 

Doyle,  Rev.  John,  C.C.,  Monamolin. 

Doyle,  V.  Rev.  Patrick  E.,  B.A.,  L.Ph.,  P.P.,  V.F.,  Ferns. 

Doyle,  Rev.  Thomas,  C.C., 
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Dunbar,  John,  B.A.,  St.  Peter’s  College,  Wexford. 

Dunne,  Rev.  Vincent,  C.C.,  Ballymitty. 

Egan,  Rev.  Philip,  C.C.,  Taghmon. 

Finn,  Rev.  James,  C.C.,  Cleariestown. 

Finn,  Mrs.  M.,  N.T.,  Cleariestown. 

Flynn,  V.  Rev.  Joseph,  P.P.,  Glynn. 

Franciscan  Fathers,  Wexford. 

Furlong,  Rev.  Patrick,  C.C.,  Kiltealy 
Furlong,  V.  Rev.  Tobias,  P.P.,  Tagoat. 

Gahan,  Rev.  John  V.,  B.A.,  B.D.,  St.  Peter’s  College,  Wexford. 
Garvey,  Patrick,  N.T.,  Danescastle,  Bannow. 
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Grattan -Flood,  V.  Rev.  William,  P.P.,  Crossabeg. 
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Harris,  John,  Brownswood. 

Hartley,  Rev.  Noel,  C.C.,  Wexford. 

Hayes,  Rev.  Richard,  C.C.,  Poulfur. 

♦Herlihy,  Most  Rev.  Donal  J.,  Ph.D.,  D.D.,  Bishop  of  Ferns. 

♦House  of  Missions,  Enniscorthy. 

Isdell,  Liam,  M.A.,  Cigire  Scoileanna, 

Jones,  Rev.  Aidan  G.,  C.C.,  Bunclody. 

Jordan,  Rev.  Patrick,  St.  Peter’s  College,  Wexford. 
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Kelly,  Miss  Nancy,  18  North  Main  St.,  Wexford. 

Kelly,  Tadhg,  N.T.,  Tarahill. 

♦Kelly,  Rev.  Wilfrid,  J.,  Widnes,  Lancs. 
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Maguire,  James  J.,  B.D.S.,  Glena  Terrace,  Wexford. 

Maguire,  Mrs.  James  J.,  Glena  Terrace,  Wexford. 
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Minihan,  Mrs.  Andrew,  Kylebeg,  New  Ross. 
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Moriarty,  Jonathan,  N.T.,  Bree. 

Murphy,  Rev.  Edward,  C.C.,  Wexford. 

Murphy,  V.  Rev.  John  Canon,  P.P.,  Monageer. 

Murphy,  Michael,  Bridge  Quay,  New  Ross. 

Murphy,  Paul,  Brownswood. 

Murray,  Rev.  James,  St.  Peter’s  College. 

Neville,  Patrick,  Poulfur,  Fethard-on-sea. 

Nolan,  V.  Rev.  James,  P.P.,  Lady’s  Island. 
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Ó Broin,  An  tAth.  Séamas,  B.A.,  S.C.,  Loch  Garman. 

O’Byrne,  Rev.  Hugh. 

O’Byrne,  V.  Rev.  Hugh  Canon,  B.Sc.,  P.P.,  V.F.,  New  Ross. 
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Ó Dúsliláine,  Séamas  G.,  M.A.,  Hodson  Bay,  Áth  Luain. 
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Ryan,  Rev.  James,  C.C.,  Mayglass. 
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A visit  to  the 
Castle  Museum 
Enniscorthy 
is  well  worthwhile 

OPEN  DAILY 
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UNA  CAHILL,  M.P.S.I. 

14  Main  Street,  Gorey 

Prescriptions  Dispensed 

Agent  for: 

SANS  SOUCI,  ELLEN  BETR/X,  JUSTINE  and  BALENCIAGA  PERFUMES 

BEST  QUALITY  JEWELLERY 

'Phone:  Gorey  (055)  21179 


ENNISCORTHY'S  LEADIN G FASHION  STORE 

J.  Bolger  & Co.  (E)  Ltd. 

General  Drapers  and  House  Furnishers 
Footwear  Specialists 

HIBERNIAN  HOUSE 
RAFTER  STREET 


'Phone:  Enniscorthy  (054)  2242 


WEBB  S OF  GOREY 

For  all  your  Sports  Goods 

J.  8 M.  WEBB 
15  8-100  Main  Street 

Phone:  (055)  21119 
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Turning 
your  money  to 
greater  account... 

You  know  that  your  money 
is  working  to  its  full  potential 
iman  account  with  the  Bank  of 
Ireland  Group.  Whether  through 
a cheque  book  or  deposit  account, 
or  through  any  of  the  Group’s 
specialised  schemes. 

Make  a point  of  finding  out 
in  detail  how  our  services  will 
benefit  you. 


Bank  of  Ireland  Group 

Bank  of  Ireland /National  Bank  of  Ireland/ Hibernian  Bank 
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THERE'S  ALWAYS  A WELCOME  FOR  YOU  AT . . 

MURPHY-FLOOD’S  HOTEL 

ENNISCORTHY 


Bord  Failte,  A. A.  and  R.I.A.C.  appointed 
Homely  Atmosphere  - Excellent  Cuisine  - Fully  Licensed 
Central  Heating  in  all  rooms 

Specialists  in  Catering  for  Wedding  Receptions, 
Club  Functions,  Dinner- Dances,  Parties 

Telephones:  (054)  2592  & 2413 
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ARDCAVAN 

ENGINEERS 

ARDCAVAN 

WEXFORD 

'Phone  053-22561 

Always  first  with  the  best : 

★ MOTORS 

★ CAR  RENTALS 

★ COACH  TOURS 

★ HEATING  8-  PLUMBING 

When  you  require 
any  of  the  above  services, 
lift  your  receiver, 
listen , 
and  dial 


053-22561 


DAVID  ROICE,  M.P.S.I. 

FOR  PRESCRIPTIONS 
VETERINARY  AND  FAMILY  MEDICINES 

76  Main  Street,  Gorey 

’Phone:  (055)  21339 


DEIMIS  O'CONNOR 

GENERAL  DRAPER 

5,  Main  Street,  Bunclody  'Phone:  7147 


O'CONNOR  & O'CONNOR,  M.I.A.V.I. 

(D.  O'Connor,  Commissioner  for  Oaths) 
AUCTIONEERS,  VALUERS  AND  LIVESTOCK  SALESMEN 

Bunclody 


MARK  O'CONNOR 

GENERAL  MERCHANT 

Clohamon,  Ferns 

CO.  WEXFORD 


'Phone  7141 


r 


GEO.  W.  WARREN  ESTATES  (Gorey)  LTD., 

AUCTIONEERS  and  ESTATE  AGENTS 

ESTABLISHED  1871 

GOREY:  CARLOW:  ENNISCORTHY: 

'Phone:  055-21211  0503-41903  053-2153 
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FRANK  O’CONNOR 

& CO.  LTD. 


Wholesale  and  Retail  Flour  Merchants 
High-Class  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

54  a 56,  NORTH  MAIN  STREET, 
WEXFORD 

Daily  Van  Deliveries  throughout  the  County 

Shop  at  our  Supermarket 
for  Value  and  Comfort 


Visit  the  Ritz  Cafe  for  Quick  Service 


Telephone  No.:  22106 


VISIT  OUR  GIFT  SHOP  FOR 

Genuine  Irish  Souvenirs 

Waterford  Cut  Glass  — Irish  Porcelain  — Finest  Woodcraft 

See  your  Family  Coat  of  Arms 

P.  J.  O'CONNOR 

Hardware  and  Gift  Shop 
39-41  NORTH  MAIN  STREET,  WEXFORD 
Telephone:  (053)  22082 
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AIR  — ROAD  — RAIL  — SEA 

Anytime  — Anywhere 

Holidays  Honeymoons  : Group  Travel 

Pilgrimages  or  Cruises 
Agricultural  Educational  Tours 

'Phone,  Write  or  Call  for  Timetables  and  Details. 

O'Leary's  Travel  Agency 

2 Rafter  St.  Enniscorthy 

'Phone:  (054)  2178 


KEENEST 

PRICES 


GENTS  AND 


HOUSE  OF 
REPUTE 


COURTESY  AND 
ATTENTION 


TOMÁS  FUNGE 

Main  Street,  Gorey 

BOYS'  OUTFITTERS,  HOSIERY,  BOOTS  AND 
SHOES,  HATS  AND  CAPS 

Telephone:  GOREY  (055)21348 
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KELLY’S 

Agents  for 

Polaroid  - Asahi  - Pentax  - Kodak  - Ilford 
Agfa-Gevaert  - Minox  - Minolta  - Perutz 

Film  and  Camera  Prices  all  lower  than  in 
Great  Britain 

One  Day  Developing  and  Printing  Service 
36  Hour  Colour  Service 

P.  E.  KELLY'S  PHARMACY  LTD. 

The  Medical  Hall 
Slaney  Place,  Enniscorthy 

^ 'Phone:  (054)  2137  Established  1903 


When  you 
need  . . . 


TIMBER 


Remember 
that  . . . 


WEXFORD  TIMBER  CO.  LTD. 
Wexford 

CARRY  LARGE  STOCKS  OF 

WHITEWOOD  and  REDWOOD, 
MAHOGANY,  TEAK, 
PARANA  PINE,  CEDAR 


WRITE,  ’PHONE  (053)  22111  OR  CALL,  FOR  DETAILS  AND  PRICES 
FRIENDLY,  HELPFUL  ASSISTANTS  AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
FREE  SPACIOUS  CAR  PARK  AVAILABLE 
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J.  J.  DEVEREUX 


FOR 


SCHOOL  STREET, 
WEXFORD 


OFFICE  FURNITURE 


TYPEWRITERS 
ADDING  MACHINES 
FILING  CABINETS 
SAFES 

STATIONERY 

3M-PHOTO-COPIERS 


'Phone:  22409 
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From  the  Days  of  the  Stage  Coach 
to  the  Days  of  the  Jet 
the  name  of  KERR'S  has  been 
famous  in  Co.  Wexford 
for  Watchmaking  and  Jewellery 

3Louíá  Iter 

Watchmaker  and  Jeweller 

EINIIMISCORTHY  and  WEXFORD 

(054)  2517  (053)  22654 
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Godkin  & Co. 


(WEXFORD)  LTD. 

BAKERY,  GROCERY 
PROVISION  MERCHANTS 
* 

Self-Service 

Store 

★ 

We  Stock 

CATTLE,  PIG,  SHEEP, 
POULTRY  FOODS 


-r 

S 


and 


47,  49,  51  NORTH  IViAlftS  STREET, 
WEXFORD 

Telephone:  (053)  22613 


-i 
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YOUR  PRESCRIPTION  IS  OUR  SPECIALITY 


QUALITY,  SERVICE 
and 

PERSONAL  ATTENTION 


P.  G.  GARAHY 

M.P.S.I.,  M.I.A.D.O. 

Chemist 


SLAIMEY  STREET,  EIMIMISCORTHY 

(‘Phone:  054  - 2234) 


MEN'S  AND  BOYS’  OUTFITTERS 
FOOTWEAR  AND  HOUSEHOLD  SPECIALISTS 

68  Main  Street,  Gorey 

'Phone:  (055)  21269 


s 

! 
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I 

& Company  Limited 


Directors : 


R.  E.  CORISH,  M.I.A.A.,  F.S.V.A. 
P.  R.  CORISH,  M.I.A.A. 

A.  B.  CORISH 


AUCTIONEERS  & VALUERS 


PROPERTIES 


LETTINGS 


VALUATIONS,  Etc. 


WEXFORD'S  OLDEST  ESTABLISHED 
AUCTIONEERING  FIRM 

CUSTOM  HOUSE  QUAY, 
WEXFORD 


Telephone  WEXFORD  053-22288 
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FOR  ALL  YOUR  INSURANCES 
CONSULT  THIS  OFFICE 

LIFE  ASSURANCE  A 
SPECIALITY 


Creane  & Creane  Ltd . 


Insurance  Brokers, 

24,  MAIN  STREET, 
ENNISCORTHY 

'Phone  Nos.:  (054)  2219  & 2303 


James  Kelly  & Sons 

18  NORTH  MAIN  STREET, 
WEXFORD 

Telephone:  (053)  22503 


VIENNA  & FANCY  BREADS 


FRESH  CONFECTIONERY  DAILY 
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YOU  ARE  MOST  WELCOME  TO  SHOP  AT  ..  . 

BURKE  O’LEARY 

General  Drapery 

MILLINERY,  MANTLES  AND  FOOTWEAR 
NYLONS  AND  GIFT  ITEMS  A SPECIALITY 


15,16  & 17  RAFTER  STREET, 
ENNISCORTHY 

Telephone:  (054)  2195 


LARKIN’S 

TEA,  WIIME  & SPIRIT  MERCHANTS 

FAMILY  GROCERS 

DUFFRY  SUPPLY  STORES, 

★ FRESH  FROZEN  FOODS 

★ FUEL 

★ MEALS 

★ PETROL  & OILS 

★ BAR  & LOUNGE 


s 

Av 


THE  SPORTSMAN'S  HOUSE 

ENNISCORTHY 

Telephone : Enniscorthy  2223 
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ALLEN  & KENNY  LTD.,  M.I.A.V.I. 

AUCTIONEERS,  VALUERS  & LIVESTOCK  SALESMEN 
Gorey  (055)  21331  Enniscorthy  (054)  21 59  Carnew  15 

All  types  of  property  dealt  with  — 

Private  Houses,  Seaside  Houses, 

Farms,  Business  Premises 


All  enquiries  quickly  dealt  with 


O'GRADY'S 

The  Square,  Bunclody 

DRAPERY  and  FOOTWEAR 
LOUNGE  BAR,  GROCERY  and  PROVISIONS 
'Phone:  26 
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If  you  have  central  heating  problems 


consult 


Plastic  Waterpiping  Ltd., 


Quay, 

New  Ross 

'Phone:  21401 


Visit 

Enniscorthy's  Leading  Fashion  Centre 

BOURKE  - ROCHE'S 

Ladies'  Gents'  and  Children's  Outfitters 


Complete  Range  of  Household  Goods 


Large  and  Varied  Selection  Always  in  Stock 

PATRICK  BOURKE  & CO. 

9/11  CASTLE  STREET 
ENNISCORTHY 

'Phone:  (054)  2129 


i 
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PADRAIG  O LAOGHAS RE 


MILSEOGRA,  STAISEANOIREACHT, 


EARRAI  FOTAGRAFAIOCHTA  AGUS  AIBHLEISE 


AN  tSRAID  MHOR, 


BUN  CLOIDi 


FON : 23 


FAMILY  CRESTS 

GET  AN  ATTRACTIVE  POLISHED 
WOOD  PLAQUE  WITH  YOUR  OWN 
FAMILY  CREST  AND  MOTTO  MOUNTED 
OR  A 

SILICATE  CHINA  PLATE  WITH  YOUR  FAMILY 
CREST 

from 

JOYCES,  WEXFORD 

Leaflet  on  request Prices  from 


SEÁN  STAFFORD 


HIGH-CLASS  BAKER  AND  CONFECTIONER 
GROCERIES,  PROVISIONS  AND  FRUIT 


9 &■  38  Main  Street 
Gorey,  Co.  Wexford 

’Phone:  (055)  21 142 


15  Main  Street 
Arklow,  Co.  Wicklow 

'Phone:  2499 


'-Í 


ESTABLISHED  1825 

WHITE’S  HARDWARE 

Castle  Street  and  Rafter  Street 
Enniscorthy 

SELF-SERVICE  LAUNDRY 
and 

DRY  CLEANING 


S 


SWORDS  & MORRISSEY 

So/e  Agents  for 

Danus  and  Danitex  Suits 

Suits  18  gns  to  25  gns. 

Sports  Coats  £9-75  to  £18-50 
Sports  Pants  £3  00  to  £7-50 

34  Main  Street 
GOREY 

'Phone:  (055)  21141 
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With  Compliments 

JOHN  ENGLISH  & CO.,  LTD. 


Printers,  Wexford 
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CELTIC  LAUNDRY  LTD., 


WEXFORD 

Telephone;  WEXFORD  (053)-22244 


SPECIALISTS  IN  LAUNDRING 

AND 

DRYCLEANING  SINCE  1926 


LARGEST  LINEN  HIRE  SUPPLIERS 
TO  THE  SOUTH  EAST 


107 


BUNCLODY! 


CO-OP. 


GRAIN  DEALERS 

ft 

GENERAL  MERCHANTS. 
PROCESSORS 

ft 

PRODUCERS 

OF 

FRUIT  • VEGETABLES 

FLAX  • HONEY 


BY  THE  FARMER,  FOR  THE  FARMER 


Branch  Office  and  Stores  at : 

TULLOW, 

CO.  CARLOW 
Tel.  (0503)  51124 


S 

A 


Head  Office  at : 

BUNCLODY, 

CO.  WEXFORD 

Tel.  Bunclody  22  &■  51 
Telex:  8782 


